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Sermon 236: Perform (good) acts while you are
still in the vastness of life…
About collecting provision for the next world while in this world and performing good acts before death

(ومن خطبة له (عليه السلام

ف المسارعة إل العمل

Perform (good) acts while you are still in the vastness of life, the books are open (for recording of
actions), repentance is allowed, the runner away (from Allah) is being called and the sinner is being
given hope (of forgiveness) before the (light of) action is put off, time expires, life ends, the door for
repentance is closed and angels ascend to the sky.

فَاعملُوا وانْتُم ف نَفَسِ الْبقَاء والصحف منْشُورةٌ والتَّوبةُ مبسوطَةٌ والْمدْبِريدْع، والْمسء يرج، قَبل انْ يخْمدَ
العمل وينَقَطع الْمهل، وتَنْقَض الْمدَّةُ، وتُسدَّ أبواب التَّوبة، وتَصعدَ الْملائةُ

Therefore a man should derive benefit from himself for himself, from the living for the dead, from the
mortal, for the lasting and from the departer for the stayer. A man should fear Allah while he is given age
to live upto his death, and is allowed time to act. A man should control his self by the rein and hold it with
its bridle, thus by the rein he should prevent it from disobedience towards Allah, and by the bridle he
should lead it towards obedience to Allah.

َإل رمعم وهو هال خَاف ءرام .مدَائبٍ لذَاه نماقٍ، وبفَانٍ ل نمِتٍ، ويمل ح نخَذَ ماو ،هنَفْسل هنَفْس نم ورفَأخَذَ ام
اجله، ومنْظُورإلَ عمله. امرء الْجم نَفْسه بِلجامها، وزَمها بِزِمامها فَامسها بِلجامها عن معاص اله، وقَادها بِزِمامها
هال ةطَاع َلا.
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Alternative Sources for Sermon 236

(1) Al-'Amidi, Ghurar, 54.
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