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Sermon 37: I took up the task ...
Amir al-mu’minin’s utterance which runs like a Sermon.
About his own steadfastness in religion and precedence in (acceptance of) belief. Spoken after the
Battle of Nahrawan

(ومن كلام له (عليه السلام

يجري مجرى الخطبة

[وفيه يذكر فضائله (عليه السلام) قاله بعد وقعة النهروان]

I discharged duties when others lost courage (to do so), and I came forward when others hid
themselves. I spoke when others remained mum. I stroke with Divine light when others remained
standing. I was the quietest of them in voice but the highest in going forward. I cleaved to its rein and
applied myself solely to its pledge, like the mountain which neither sweeping wind could move nor storm
could shake. No one could find fault with me nor could any speaker speak ill of me.

فَقُمت بِالامرِ حين فَشلُوا وتَطَلَّعت حين تَعتَعوا ومضيت بِنُورِ اله حين وقَفُوا، وكنْت اخْفَضهم صوتاً، واعلاهم فَوتاً
لقَائل لاو ،زمهم دٍ فحلا ني لَم .فاصوالْع تُزِيلُه لاو ،فاصالْقَو هِكرتُح لا لبالْجا كهانبِرِه تدَدتَباسا وهنَانبِع ترفَط
زغْمم ف.

The low is in my view worthy of honour till I secure (his) right for him while the strong is in my view weak
till I take (other’s) right from him. We are happy with the destiny ordained by Allah and have submitted to
the command of Allah. Do you think I would speak lie about the Prophet of Allah?

By Allah, I am surely the first to testify him, so I will not be the first to falsify him. I looked at my affairs
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and found that my obedience should have precedence over my allegiance while my pledge with him is a
burden on my neck.

الذَّليل عنْدِي عزِيز حتَّ آخُذَ الْحق لَه، والْقَوِي عنْدِي ضعيف حتَّ آخُذَ الْحق منْه، رضينَا عن اله قَضاءه، وسلَّمنَا
.هلَيع ذَبك نم لوونُ اكا فَلا دَّقَهص نم لونَا الا هاله عليه وآله ؟ وال صل هولِ السر َلع ذِبكا انتَرا .هرمله ا
.فَنَظَرت ف امرِي، فَاذَا طَاعت قَدْ سبقَت بيعت، واذَا الميِثَاق ف عنُق لغَيرِي

Alternative Sources for Sermon 37

(1) Al-Saduq, al-'Amali, 134;

(2) al-Bayhaqi, al-Mahasin, I, 37.
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