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Sermon 43: My preparations for war with the
Syrians ...
After Amir al-mu’minin had sent Jarir ibn ‘Abdillah al-Bajali to Mu’awiyah
After Amir al-mu’minin had sent Jarir ibn ‘Abdillah al-Bajali to Mu’awiyah (for securing his allegiance)
some of his companions suggested preparation to fight with him then he said:

(ومن كلام له (عليه السلام

وقد أشار عليه أصحابه بالاستعداد لحرب أهل الشام بعد إرساله جرير بن عبداله البجل إل معاوية

My preparation for war with the people of Syria (ash-Sham) while Jarir ibn ‘Abdillah al-Bajali is still there
would be closing the door for Syria and prevention of its people from good action (i.e. allegiance) if they
intend doing it.

However, I have fixed a time limit for Jarir after which he would not stay without either deception or in
disobedience. My opinion is in favour of patience, so wait a while. (In the meantime) I do not dislike your
getting ready.

قَّتقَدْ و نلو ،وهرادنْ ار اخَي نع هلهلا فرصو ،لشَّامل قغْلاا ،منْدَهع جِرِيرو الشَّام لهبِ ارحدَادِي لتَعنَّ اسا
دَادعالا مَل هركا لاوا، ووِدرفَا ،نَاةالا عم ياالرياً، واصع وخْدُوعاً ام لاا دَهعب يمقي قْتاً لارِير وجل.

I have observed this matter thoroughly from all sides but I do not find any way except war or heresy.
Certainly, there was over the people a ruler (before me) who brought about new (un-Islamic) things and
compelled the people to speak out. So they did speak, then rose up and thereafter changed the whole
system.
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ولَقَدْ ضربت انْف هذَا الامرِ وعينَه، وقَلَّبت ظَهره وبطنَه، فَلَم ارل الا الْقتَال اوِ الْفْر. انَّه قَدْ كانَ علَ الامة وال
.احدَث احدَاثاً، واوجدَ النَّاس مقَالا، فَقَالُوا، ثُم نَقَموا فَغَيروا
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