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Sermon 88: Allah did not crush any unruly
tyrant...
About the division of the community into factions (causes of people’s destruction)

(ومن خطبة له (عليه السلام

وفيها بيان للاسباب الت تهلك الناس

Indeed, Allah did not crush any unruly tyrant in this world except after allowing him time and opportunity
and did not join the broken bone of any people (ummah) until He did not inflict calamity and distress
upon them. Even less than what sufferings and misfortunes have yet to fall upon you or have already
befallen you are enough for giving lessons. Every man with a heart is not intelligent, every ear does not
listen and every eye does not see.

اما بعدُ، فَانَّ اله سبحانَه لَم يقْصم جبارِي دهر قَطُّ الا بعدَ تَمهِيل ورخَاء، ولَم يجبر عظْم احد من الامم الا بعدَ ازْل
وبلاء، وف دونِ ما استَقْبلْتُم من خَطْب واستَدْبرتُم من خَطْب معتَبر! وما كل ذِي قَلْب بلَبِيب، ولا كل ذِي سمع
.بِسميع، ولا كل ذِي نَاظر بِبصير

I wonder, and there is no reason why I should not wonder, about the faults of these groups who have
introduced alterations in their religious pleas, who do not move on the footsteps of their Prophet nor
follow the actions of the vicegerent. They do not believe in the unknown and do not avoid the evil. They
act on the doubts and tread in (the way of) their passions. For them good is whatever they consider
good and evil is whatever they consider evil.

Their reliance for resolving distresses is on themselves. Their confidence in regard to dubious matters is
on their own opinions as if every one of them is the Leader (Imam) of himself. Whatever he has decided
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himself he considers it to have been taken through reliable sources and strong factors.

لمعقْتَدُونَ بيلاو ،ِنَب ثَرونَ اقْتَصي ا! لاهدِين ا فجِهجفِ حلااخت َلقِ عرالْف هذِه خَطَا نم بجعا لا ا لمباً! وجا عفَي
وص، ولا يومنُونَ بغَيب، ولا يعفُّونَ عن عيب، يعملُونَ ف الشُّبهاتِ، ويسيرونَ ف الشَّهواتِ، الْمعروف فيهم ما
لنَّ كاك ،هِمائآر َلهماتِ عبالم ف موِيلُهتَعو ،همنْفُسا َلتِ الاضعالْم ف مهعفْزوا، مرْنا ام منْدَهع رْنالْمفُوا، ورع
.امرِىء منْهم امام نَفْسه، قَدْ اخَذَ منْها فيما يرى بعرى ثقَات، واسباب محمات
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(1) Al-Kulayni, Rawdah, 62;

(2) al-Mufid, al-'Irshad, 173;

(3) Ibn al-'Athir, al-Nihayah, I, 46 (a.z.l.).
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