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The Scholar

The Scholar-مالعال

1. The scholar is one whose actions attest to the veracity of his words.

1أفْعالُه هأقْوال ةحبِص شَهِدَت نم مـ اَلعال.

2. Scholars are strangers [in their own land] because of the large numbers of ignorant people.

.ـ اَلعلَماء غُرباء لثْرة الجهال2ِ

3. The scholar is one who is not satisfied with [his] knowledge nor does he allow himself to be satiated
by it.

3بِه عتَشَبلايو ،لْمالع نم عشْبلاي نم مـ اَلعال.

4. The scholar recognizes the ignorant one because he used to be ignorant [himself] before.

4لاجاه لكانَ قَب لأنَّه لالجاه رِفعي مـ اَلعال.

5. The scholar who is truly a scholar, is one who does not prevent the servants from having hope in the
mercy of Allah and [at the same time] does not give them false security from the scheme of Allah.

5هالرم منْهموي ولَم هال ةمحرل جاءالر بادالع نَعمي لَم نم مالعال لك مـ اَلعال.

6. The scholar and the student are partners in reward; there no good in anything between this.1
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.ـ اَلعالم والمتَعلّم شَريانِ ف الأجرِ، ولاخَيـر فيما بين ذلك6َ

7. Scholars are the purest of people in character and the least rooted in [vain] desires.

.ـ اَلعلَماء أطْهر النّاسِ أخْلاقاً، وأقَلُّهم ف المطامع أعراقا7ً

8. The scholar is a living [person] among the dead.

8توالم ـنيب ح مـ اَلعال.

9. Be careful not to disparage scholars, for indeed this will degrade you and make others think ill of you
and expect evil from you.

.ـ إياكَ أنْ تَستَخف بِالعلَماء، فَإنَّ ذلكَ يزري بِكَ، ويسـء الظَّن بِكَ، والمخيلَةَ فيك9َ

10. The most learned among you are the most fearful of you.

10مُفأخْو ملَمـ أع.

11. The people who are most deserving of the [guidance of the] Prophets are those who have the most
knowledge about what they came with.

11ا بِهبِما جاو مهلَمأع ،النّاسِ بِالأنْبِياء َلـ أو.

12. The most learned person is the one who is most infatuated with knowledge.

12لْمبِالع تَرتَهسالنّاسِ اَلم لَمـ أع.

13. The most learned of people about Allah, the Glorified, are the most fearful of Him.

13نْهم مفُهأخْو حانَهبس هالنّاسِ بِال لَمـ أع.

14. The most learned of people about Allah, the Glorified, are the most satisfied with His decree.



14هبِقَضائ مضاهأر هالنّاسِ بِال لَمـ أع.

15. The greatest of people in knowledge are the most intense in [their] fear of Allah, the Glorified.

15حانَهبس هفاً لخَو ملْماً أشَدُّهالنّاسِ ع ظَمـ أع.

16. The most learned of people about Allah are those who are most fearful of Him.

16ةً لَهخَشْي مهثَرأك هالنَّاسِ بِال لَمـ أع.

17. The most hated of servants in the sight of Allah is the haughty scholar.

17ِربتَجالم مالعال حانَهبس هال َبادِ إلالع غَضـ أب.

18. Those with the greatest burden among the people are the scholars who exceed the limits.

.ـ أعظَم النّاسِ وِزِراً اَلعلَماء المفَرِطُون18َ

19. The most regretful of all people at the time of death are the scholars who don’t act on their
knowledge.

19ينلالعام رغَي لَماءتِ العونْدَ المـ أشَدُّ النّاسِ نَدَماً ع.

20. The most learned of people is one whose doubt does not dispel his certainty.

20قينَهزِلِ الشَّكُّ يي لَم نمالنّاس لَمـ أع.

21. The person who is most learned about Allah is he who asks from Him the most.

.ـ أعلَم النّاسبِاله أكثَرهم لَه مسىلَة21ً

22. Verily the narrators of knowledge are many, but those who are careful of [acting upon] it are few.

22قَليل عاتَهور ،يرثك لْمواةَ العـ إنَّ ر.



23. Verily the people who are most deserving of the [guidance of the] Prophets - peace be upon them -
are those who have the most knowledge about (or act upon) their teachings.

23اْ بِهبِما جاو (ملُهماَع) مهلَمـ أع لامالس هِملَيـ ع النّاسِ بِالأنْبِياء َلـ إنَّ أو.

24. The scholar is honoured because of his knowledge, the elderly because of his age, the doer of good
because of his goodness and the king because of his kingship.

24هلْطانسلْطانُ لالسو ،هوفرعموفِ لرعوذُو الم ،هّنسل بيروال ،هلْمعل مالعال مرـ ي.

25. The scholars are judges over the people.

.ـ اَلعلَماء حام علَ النّاس25ِ

26. The scholar is alive even when he is dead.

.ـ اَلعالم ح، وإنْ كانَ ميِتا26ً

27. The scholar is one who knows his [own] status [and worth].

27هقَدْر فرع نم مـ اَلعال.

28. The scholar sees with his heart and his mind while the ignorant one sees with his eyes and his
eyesight.

28رهناظو هنيبِع نْظُري لاَلجاه ،رِهخاطو بِقَلْبِه نْظُري مـ اَلعال.

29. The scholar is a person who does not get weary of gaining knowledge.

29لْمالع لُّمتَع نم لمالَّذي لاي مـ اَلعال.

30. Scholars live on as long as the day and night remains.

30والنَّهار لاللَّي قباقُونَ ما ب لَماءـ اَلع.



31. The concealer of knowledge is not certain of being correct in it.

31فيه ةق بِالإصابواث ـرغَي لْملْعل ماتْـ اَل.

32. Only he is a scholar whose knowledge calls him to piety and God-wariness, to abstinence from the
pleasures of the transient world and to infatuation with the heavenly abode.

.ـ إنَّمـا العالم من دعاه علْمه إلَ الورع والتُّق، والزهدِ ف عالَم الفَناء، والتَّولُّه بِجنَّة الماوى32

33. The bane of scholars is love for leadership [and authority].

33ةِياسالر بح لَماءـ آفَةُ الع.

34. When you see a [true] scholar, be a servant to him.

.ـ إذا رأيت عالماً فَن لَه خادِما34ً

35. Congratulations to the scholar who knows and thus restrains himself [from sin], and who fears the
sudden coming [of death] so he prepares himself and gets ready. If he is questioned he articulates, and
if he is left he remains silent; his speech is accurate and his silence is not because of his inability to give
an answer.

35،وابص هلامك ،(تمص) توإنْ تُرِكَ س ،حأفْص لئدَّ، إنْ ستَعدَّ واسفَأع ياتالب وخاف ،فَف ملم ععالخّ لخّ بـ ب
.وسوتُه عن غَيـرِ ع عن الجوابِ

36. Sit in the company of scholars and you will be felicitous.

.ـ جالسِ العلَماء تَسعد36ْ

37. Sit in the company of scholars and you will increase your knowledge.

.ـ جالسِ العلَماء تَزدد علْما37ً

38. The beauty of a scholar is [in] his acting upon his knowledge.



38هلْمبِع لُهمع مالعال مالـ ج.

39. Sit with the scholars and your knowledge will increase, your etiquette will improve and your soul will
become purified.

.ـ جالسِ العلَماء، يزدد علْمكَ، ويحسن أدبكَ، وتَزكُ نَفْسك39َ

40. Be close to the scholars and you will perceive.

40رصتَبتَس لَماءـ جاوِرِ الع.

41. Many a scholar is killed by his knowledge.

41هلْمع م قَتَلَهعال بـ ر.

42. Many a person who claims to have knowledge is not a scholar.

.ـ رب مدَّع للْعلْم لَيس بِعالم42

43. Many a scholar does not benefit [from his knowledge].

.ـ رب عالم غَير منْتَفع43

44. The rank of a scholar is the highest of ranks.

.ـ رتْبةُ العالم أعلَ المراتب44ِ

45. The lapse [and misguidance] of a scholar corrupts entire worlds.

45موالدُ عتُفْس مـ زَلَّةُ العال.

46. The lapse of a scholar is like the breaking up of a ship, it sinks and causes others to sink along with
it.



.ـ زَلَّةُ العالم كانْسارِ السفينَة، تَغْرق، وتُغَرِق معها غَيـرها46

47. The lapse of a scholar is a serious offence.

47ةةُ الجِنايبِيرك مـ زَلَّةُ العال.

48. It is upon the scholar to learn that which he does not know and to teach the people what he has
learnt.

48ملما قَدْ ع النّاس مّلعيو ،لَمعي مالَم لَّمتَعأنْ ي مالعال َلـ ع.

49. It is the duty of the scholar to act upon what he knows and then seek to learn that which he does not
know.

49لَمعي ما لَم لُّمتَع طْلُبي ثُم ،ملبِما ع لمعأنْ ي مالعال َلـ ع.

50. A scholar who opposes you is better than the ignorant person who assists you.

.ـ عالم معاندٌ خَيـر من جاهل مساعد50

51. Every scholar is fearful [of Allah].

51فم خائعال لـ ك.

52. How many a scholar is corrupt and [how many] a worshipper is ignorant, so be wary of the corrupt
among the scholars and the ignorant among the worshippers.

52ِدينبتَعالم نم لالجاهو ،لَماءالع نم ل، فَاتَّقُوا الفاجِرم فاجِر وعابِد جاهعال نم مـ ك.

53. It is enough of ignorance for a scholar that his actions contradict his knowledge.

53لُهمع هلْمع نافأنْ ي لاهج مبِالعال فـ ك.

54. Be either a knowledgeable speaker or a keen listener, and beware of being the third type.



54ثونَ الثّالاكَ أنْ تَـياً، وإيعاً واعتَمسم قاً، أوماً ناطعال نـ ك.

55. Be knowledgeable about the truth and act upon it, [and through this] Allah, the Glorified, will save
you.

55حانَهبس هنْجِكَ الي ،بِه لاعام ،قماً بِالحعال نـ ك.

56. If the people of knowledge were to carry it as it deserves to be carried, Allah and His angels would
surely love them, but they bear it in order to seek worldly gain, so Allah, the Exalted, is displeased with
them and they are thus abased by it.

56هلَيوهانُوا ع تَعال هال مقَتَهطَلَبِ الدُّنيا، فَمل لُوهمح منَّهول ،تُهلائوم هال مهبلأح هّقبِح لُوهمح لْمالع لأنَّ أه ـ لَو.

57. One who has knowledge asks good [and pertinent] questions.

57ؤالالس نسأح ملع نـ م.

58. One who knows must act upon his knowledge.

58لمع ملع نـ م.

59. One who gains knowledge (or acts [upon his knowledge]) is rightly guided.

.ـ من علم (عمل) ِهتَدى59

60. One who wastes his knowledge [by not acting upon it] faces turmoil.

60لْتَطَما هلْمأضاعَ ع نـ م.

61. One who reveres a scholar has revered his Lord.

61هبر قَّرماً فَقَدْ وعال قَّرو نـ م.

62. Whoever does not nurture his knowledge in solitude, it humiliates him among the people.



62لاالم ف هحفَض الخَلا ف هلْمدْ عتَعاهي لَم نـ م.

63. One who claims to have reached the end of knowledge has manifested the highest level of
ignorance.

63تَههاين هلهج نم رفَقَدْ أظْه تَهغاي لْمالع نم عاد نـ م.

64. It is necessary for every scholar to secure his sides with piety and to extend his knowledge to the
one who seeks it.

64بِهطالل هلْمع ذُلبوأنْ ي ،هبجان عرونَ بِالوصم أنْ يعال لك لوضِ عفْرالم نـ م.

65. Considering your knowledge (or action) as little is from the excellence of your knowledge.

.(ـ من فَضل علْمكَ استقْلالُكَ لعلْمكَ (لعملك65َ

66. He who does not act upon his knowledge has not truly gained knowledge.

66هلْمبِع لمعي لَم نم ملـ ما ع.

67. How many are those who gain knowledge but do not follow it!

67هتَّبِعلا يو لْمالع لَمعي نم ثَرـ ما أك.

68. Allah, the Glorified, did not make it incumbent upon the ignorant one to learn until He had made it
incumbent upon the learned to teach.

68مّلعأنْ ي مالعال َلأخَذَ ع ّتح لَّمتَعأنْ ي لالجاه َلع حانَهبس هـ ما أخَذَ ال.

69. Only two [types of] people have broken my back: the impudent scholar and the ignorant worshipper.
One drives people away from the truth by his immorality and the other invites people to falsehood with
his devotion.

69هه بِنُسلباط و إلدْعوهذا ي ،هْتبِه هّقح نع رّنَفكٌ، هذا يتَنَسم لكٌ وجاهّتتَهم ملانِ: عالجر ري إلاظَه مـ ما قَص.



70. The competition (or argumentation) of the scholars results in their gaining benefit and their earning
merits.

70ملَهفَضائ بسَوت ،مدَهفَوائ جتُنْت لَماءالع (ُناقَشَةم) ُةنافَسـ م.

71. The keepers of material treasures are annihilated while they are [still] alive while the scholars remain
as long as the nights and days remain. Their bodies are lost but their examples [and teachings continue
to] remain in the hearts.

ـ هلَكَ خُزانُ الأموالِ وهم أحياء، والعلَماء باقُونَ ما بق اللَّيل والنَّهار، أعيانُهم مفْقُودةٌ وأمثالُهم ف القُلُوب71ِ
.موجودةٌ

72. Never disrespect a scholar, even if he is lowly.

.ـ لاتَزدرِين العالم وإنْ كانَ حقيرا72ً

73. There is no lapse more serious than the lapse of a scholar.

.ـ لازَلَّةَ أشَدُّ من زَلَّة عالم73

74. A scholar is not a true scholar until he stops being jealous of one who is above him, does not
demean one who is below him and does not take in return for his knowledge anything of the vanities of
this world.

.ـ لايونُ العالم عالماً حتّ لايحسدَ من فَوقَه، ولايحتَقر من دونَه، ولاياخُذُ عل علْمه شَيئاًمن حطام الدُّنيا74

75. The knowledge of a man should surpass his speech and his intelligence should prevail over his
tongue.

75هسانل لباً عغال قْلُهوع ،هنُطْق لداً عزائ لجالر لْمونَ عأنْ ي غنْبـ ي.

76. The bane of the masses is a corrupt scholar.

76الفاجِر مالعال ةـ آفَةُ العام.



1. Meaning there is no good in anyone other than the scholar and the student.
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