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Vain Desire

Vain desire-الهوى

Overcome your vain desires and flee from them, for indeed if they capture you they will take you into .1
.the farthest depths of destruction

1ـ اغْلبوا أهواىـم، وهارِبوها، فَإنَّها إنْ تُقَيِدْكم تُورِدكم من الهلَة أبعدَ غاية.

Beware of allowing vain desire to gain control over you for indeed its beginning is temptation and its .2
.end is tribulation

2ـ إياكم وتَمن الهوى منْم، فَإنَّ أولَه فتْنَةٌ، وآخره محنَةٌ.

Indeed, the thing I fear most for you is [the result of your] following vain desires and having lengthy .3
.aspirations

.لالأم وى، وطُولباعُ الهّتا ملَيع ما أخاف ف3ـ اَلا وإنَّ أخْو

.Vain desire destroys .4

4ـ اَلْهوى يردي.

.Vain desires are passions of youth .5
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5ـ اَلْهوى صبوةٌ.

.Vain desire is the enemy of reason .6

.قْلدُّۇ العوى ع6ـ اَلْه

.Vain desire is the bane of the intellects .7

7ـ اَلْهوى آفَةُ الألْبابِ.

.Vain desire is an obeyed enemy .8

8ـ اَلْهوى عدُو متْبوعٌ.

Verily if you follow your vain desire, it will make you deaf and blind, ruin your place of [final] return and .9
.destroy you

9ـ إنَّكَ إنْ أطَعت هواكَ أصمكَ وأعماكَ وأفْسدَ منْقَلَبكَ وأرداكَ.

.Verily if you allow vain desire rule over you, it will deafen you, blind you and destroy you .10

.مداكأرو ،مماكوأع ،مموى أصاله ملَيع تُمرإنْ أم مَّ10ـ إن

.The bane of the intellect is vain desire .11

11ـ آفَةُ العقْل اَلْهوى.

.When your vain desires overcome you, they drag you into places of destruction .12



.ةَلاله وارِدم مْتدرأو مـواىأه ملَيع ت12ـ إذا غَلَب

.Oppose vain desire and you will be safe; turn away from this world and you will benefit .13

.الدُّنْيا تَغْنَم نع رِضوأع ،لَموى تَسفِ اله13ـ خال

May Allah have mercy upon the person who fights his vain desire and breaks loose from the .14
.entanglements of this world

14ـ رحم اله امرءاً غالَب الهوى وأفْلَت من حبائل الدُّنْيا.

.The cornerstone of religion is opposing vain desire .15

15ـ راس الدّين مخالَفَةُ الهوى.

.The cornerstone of reason is struggling against vain desire .16

16ـ راس العقْل مجاهدَةُ الهوى.

.Deterring [the self from] vain desire is a trait of the intelligent ones .17

.قَلاءةُ العوى شيمعُ الهد17ـ ر

.The cause of corruption of the intellect is vain desire .18

18ـ سبب فَسادِ العقْل اَلهوى.

.The cause of corruption of faith is vain desire .19



19ـ سبب فَسادِ الدّين اَلْهوى.

.Counter vain desire with the reason .20

.قْلوى بِالعوا اله20ـ ضاد

Blessed is the one who endures [the temptations of] his vain desire, rejects his [false] aspiration, hits .21
.the target and acquires recompense

21ـ طُوب لمن كابدَ هواه، وكذَّب مناه، ورم غَرضاً، وأحرزَ عوضاً.

.Yielding to vain desire corrupts the intellect .22

.قْلدُ العوى تُفْسةُ اله22ـ طاع

.Submitting to vain desire causes ruin .23

23ـ طاعةُ الهوى تُردي.

.Vain desire is victorious over the one who is led by his lust .24

.هتوشَهل انْقاد نوى بِماله ر24ـ ظَف

.He who overcomes his vain desire is victorious in attaining the Paradise of the [everlasting] Abode .25

25ـ ظَفر بِجنَّة الماوى من غَلَب الهوى.

.The delusions of vain desire beguile .26



26ـ غُرور الهوى يخْدَعُ.

.Being overcome by vain desire corrupts [one’s] faith and reason .27

.قْلالعو دُ الدّينوى تُفْسةُ اله27ـ غَلَب

Combat vain desire just as an adversary would combat his adversary, and battle it the way an enemy .28
.would battle his enemy, [if successful] you may gain mastery over it

28ـ غالبِ الهوى مغالَبةَ الخَصم خَصمه، وحارِبه محاربةَ العدُوِ عدُوه لَعلَّكَ
.هلتَم

.In succumbing to vain desire there is every [form of] deviation .29

.ةالغَواي لوى كاله ةطاع 29ـ ف

.He who overcomes his vain desire and controls the urges of his [carnal] soul is successful .30

.هنَفْس واعلَكَ دوم ،واهه غَلَب ن30ـ فازَ م

.Indeed the one who is deceived by the temptations of [his] vain desire has gone astray .31

31ـ قَدْ ضل من انْخَدَعَ لدَواع الهوى.

.Combat your vain desire with your intellect and you will acquire right guidance .32

32ـ قاتل هواكَ بِعقْلكَ، تَملكْ رشْدَكَ.



.Combat your vain desire with your knowledge and your anger with your forbearance .33

33ـ قاتل هواكَ بِعلْمكَ، وغَضبكَ بِحلْمكَ.

.Be a conqueror of your vain desire and a seeker of your salvation .34

34ـ كن لهواكَ غالباً، ولنَجاتكَ طالباً.

If vain desire were to be lifted, the insincere person would despise [and feel ashamed of] his [own] .35
.action

.هلمع نخْلصِ مالم رغَي فنوى لااله تَفَع35ـ لَوِار

.One who is controlled by his vain desire goes astray .36

.لض واهه هَلم ن36ـ م

.Whoever yields to his vain desire is destroyed .37

37ـ من أطاعَ هواه هلَكَ.

.Whoever overcomes his vain desire is honoured .38

.زعي واهه بغْلي ن38ـ م

.[Whoever controls his vain desire acquires intelligence [and wisdom .39

.لَكَ النُّهم واهلَكَ هم ن39ـ م



.[Whoever agrees with his vain desire opposes his rectitude [and reason .40

.شْدَهر خالَف واهه وافَق ن40ـ م

.One whose vain desire is strong, his resolve becomes weak .41

.همزع فعض واهه قَوِي ن41ـ م

.Whoever embarks on his vain desire slips .42

.زَل واهه بكر ن42ـ م

.Whoever follows his vain desire destroys himself .43

.هدى نَفْسأر واهه عاتَّب ن43ـ م

.Whoever opposes his vain desire has followed [the path of] knowledge .44

.لْمأطاعَ الْع واهه خالَف ن44ـ م

.One who proceeds with vain desire falls into destruction .45

45ـ من جرى مع الهوى عثَر بِالردى.

.With vain desire there is no [reason and] intellect .46

.وىه عم قْل46ـ لاع



.Whoever embarks on vain desire is afflicted by blindness .47

.مكَ العروى أداله بكر ن47ـ م

.There is no faith with vain desire .48

.وىه عم 48ـ لادين

.Whoever yields to his vain desire has sold his Hereafter for his worldly life .49

.بِدُنْياه تَهرباعَ آخ واهأطاعَ ه ن49ـ م

.One whose vain desire overpowers his intellect is overcome by disgrace .50

.حالفَضائ هلَيع ترظَه هقْلع لع واهه غَلَب ن50ـ م

.Whoever wishes to attain lofty stations should overcome his vain desire .51

51ـ من أحب نَيل الدَّرجاتِ العل فَلْيغْلبِ الهوى.

.One who is controlled by vain desire does not accept the advice of any sincere adviser .52

52ـ من ملَه الهوى لَم يقْبل من نَصوح نُصحاً.

.One whose actions are free from vain desire, his effect [and result] is good in every matter .53

53ـ من عرِي عن الهوى عملُه، حسن أثَره ف كل أمر.



.Whoever follows his vain desire, it blinds him, deafens him, humiliates him and misguides him .54

.لَّهوأض ،وأذَلَّه ،هموأص ،ماهأع واهه عاتَّب ن54ـ م

.Whoever is led by his vain desire, Satan prevails upon him .55

55ـ من استَقاده هواه استَحوذَ علَيه الشَّيطانُ.

Whoever looks with the eye of his vain desire falls into temptation and wrongdoing, and deviates and .56
.turns away from the clear open path

.حارزاغَ و بيلالس جنَه نوع ،وجار فْتَتَنا واهه نيبِع نَظَر ن56ـ م

.Nothing opposes reason like vain desire .57

57ـ ما ضاد العقْل كالهوى.

.Nothing destroys religion like vain desire .58

58ـ ما أهلَكَ الدّين كالهوى.

.Vain desire is a riding mount that throws down its rider .59

59ـ مركب الهوى مركب مرد.

.Opposing vain desire is a cure for the intellect .60

.قْلالع فاءوى شخالَفَةُ اله60ـ م



.The one who is overpowered by vain desire is always wretched and forever enslaved .61

.ِِقدُ الربوم الشَّقاء موى دائاله غْلُوب61ـ م

He is drawing in large buckets [from the well] of his vain desire and exerting a lot of efforts for his .62
worldly life.1

.دُنْياهياً لعكادِحاً س واهبِ هرع حاً ف62ـ مات

.Following vain desire is indeed a good aide to Satan .63

63ـ نعم عونُ الشَّيطانِ اتّباعُ الهوى.

Ruined is the one who is led astray by vain desire and pulled by Satan towards the path of .64
.blindness

.مالع بيلس طانُ إلالشَّي هتَقادوى، واساله لَّهأض نلَكَ م64ـ ه

Your vain desire is a greater enemy towards you than all [other] enemies, so overpower it otherwise .65
.it will destroy you

65ـ هواكَ أعدى علَيكَ من كل عدُو فَأغْلبه وإلا أهلَكَ.

.Never let your vain desire relegate your knowledge .66

66ـ لايبعدَنَّ هواكَ علْمكَ.

.Do not follow [your] vain desire, for whoever follows his vain desire becomes disconcerted .67



67ـ لاتَتَّبِع الهوى، فَمن تَبِـع هواه ارتَبكَ.

Do not incline towards your ignorant people (or your ignorance) and do not follow your vain desires, .68
.for indeed the one who alights at this stop is on the brink of a collapsing bank

68ـ لاتَركنُوا إل جهالم (جِهالَتم) ولاتَنْقادوا لأهوائم، فَإنَّ النّازِل بِهذا المنْزِلِ
عل شَفا جرف هار.

.Vain desire is the greater of the two enemies .69

.نيدُوالع ظَموى أع69ـ اَلْه

.Vain desire is a worshipped deity .70

.ودبعم وى إله70ـ اَلْه

.Because of succumbing to vain desire and misguidance, [only a] few will be saved from hellfire .71

71ـ اَلنّاجونَ من النّارِ قَليل لغَلَبة الهوى والضلالِ.

Control your vain desire and be stingy with yourself [by keeping away] from those things that are .72
.forbidden for you, for indeed being stingy with oneself is the essence of honour

72ـ املكْ علَيكَ هواكَ، وشُح بِنَفْسكَ عما لايحل لَكَ فَإنَّ الشُّح بِالنَّفْسِ حقيقَةُ
.مرال

Be cautious of the vain desire that pulls the souls down, dropping them [to the lowest levels], and .73
.[causes them to become more distanced from [the place of] success [and prosperity



73ـ احذَروا هوى، هوى بِالانْفُسِ هوِياً، وأبعدَها عنْه قَرارةَ الفَوزِ قَصياً.

.The smallest vain desire can corrupt the intellect .74

.قْلدُالعفْسوى ياله سير74ـ ي

.There is no damage [and loss] greater than [what is brought about by] vain desire .75

75ـ لاتَلَف أعظَم من الهوى.

.The most destructive thing is vain desire .76

76ـ أهلَكُ شَء الهوى.

.Beware of yielding to vain desire, for indeed it leads [one] towards every [form of] tribulation .77

77ـ إياكَ وطاعةَ الهوى، فَإنَّه يقُود إل كل محنَة.

.The best of people is one who struggles against his vain desire .78

.واهدَهجاه نالنّاسِ م ل78ـ أفْض

.The beginning of vain desire is temptation and its end is tribulation .79

79ـ أول الهوى فتْنَةٌ وآخره محنَةٌ.

.Vain desire is the partner of blindness .80



.موى شَريكُ الع80ـ اَلْه

.Vain desire is a hidden ailment .81

.فيند وى داء81ـ اَلْه

.Vain desire is a bane of the intellects .82

82ـ اَلْهوى آفَةُ الألْبابِ.

.Vain desire is a pernicious associate .83

83ـ اَلْهوى قَرين مهلكٌ.

.Vain desire is the opposite of reason .84

.قْلدُّ العوى ض84ـ اَلْه

.Vain desire is the foundation of tribulations .85

.نحالم سوى ا85ـ اَلْه

.Vain desire is the riding mount of temptations .86

.تَنةُ الفيطوى م86ـ اَلْه

.Vain desire is a [cause of one’s] fall to the lowest of the low .87



.لينساف فَلأس إل وِيوى ه87ـ اَلْه

.Do not be a slave to vain desires and coveted objects .88

.عطاموالم واءبيدَ الأهونُوا عَ88ـ لات

.There is no enemy like vain desire .89

89ـ لاعدُو كالهوى.

.Vain desire is a riding mount of temptation .90

.تْنَةةُ الْفيطوى م90ـ اَلْه

.Taken from Khutba no. 83 of Nahj al-Balāgha where the human being and his life on this earth is beautifully described .1
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