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Yaz<d's Orders to the Commanders of the

Syrian Army

Since Muslim b. 'Ugba was sick at the time of departure to Medina and was unable to mount the horse,
he was placed on a couch and carried on slaves' shoulders.1 Yazed recommended him to name Husayn
b. Numayr Sakine as his deputy in case any problem would arise for him.2 As for the people of Medina,

he advised him as follows:

“Invite the people of Medina three times. If they accept, it is better; but if they do not, in case you triumph
over them, massacre them for three days. Whatever there might be in that city - including properties,
human beings, animals, and weapons - would be lawful for the troops. Do not prevent the people of
Syria from doing what they want to do with their enemy. When the three days' period is over, cease the
massacre and plunder and ask people to swear allegiance to be Yaz#d's slaves! When you are done

with Medina, move towards Mecca.”3

1. Ibn Qutayba, Al-ImgZma wa al-Siy®sa, vol. 2, p. 9.

2. Ibn Athisr, Al-Keimil figl al-Ta'riskh, vol. 4, p. 112; Azraqls, Akhbsr Makkat al-Musharrafa, vol. 1, p. 139.

3. Dinawari, al-Akhbir al-Tiwl, p. 264; lbn A’'tham K#fi, Al-Fut@h, vol. 5, p. 180; lbn AthEr, Al-KEmil f& al-Ta’rwkh, vol. 4,
p. 112; Ibn al-Ward®, Tatimmat al-Mukhtasar, vol. 1, p. 233; SamhrdE, Waf®’ al-Waf’, vol. 1, p. 128; Azraqr, AkhbEr
Makkat al-Musharrafa, vol. 1, p. 139; Abi al-Fidis‘, Al-Mukhtasar fisi Akhbrr al-Bashar, vol. 1, p. 192.
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