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Endnotes

1. Sayyid Ruhullah al-Musawi al-Khumayni (1902-1989), known as Imam Khumayni was the mystic,
philosopher, jurisprudent, and the most outstanding Islamic political figure in contemporary history. He
lived at a time when Islam (and Shi'ism) found itself on the far periphery of the political and military
paradigm established by the West and, being culturally weakened, was on the verge of internal collapse.
Witnessing this state of affairs, Imam Khumayni ardently applied himself to learning and acquiring the
Islamic sciences in a comprehensive manner by embarking upon the path-in all of its mystical, moral
and practical dimensions. He activated and became the very embodiment of the Islamic and Shii
heritage that he carried. In his capacity as the Marja' (Supreme Religious Authority) of the Shi'ahs of his
time, and making use of the potentials that existed in the Shi'ah culture of Iran, he guided the Islamic
Revolution of Iran to its eventual victory and thus introduced the Islamic world as a new player on the
scene and as a pole of civilization to the West. Some of his mystical writings include Misbah al-Hidiyah fi
sharh al-Khilafah wa al-Wilayah, Sharh e Dua al-Sahr, Asar al-Salat and marginal notes on both the
Fusus al-Hikam of Ibn Arabi and Misbah al-Uns of Ibn Fannari. His Kitab al-Bay, in five volumes, is
one of his works on jurisprudence. His lessons on jurisprudence and the principles of jurisprudence have

also been published.

2. Abu Ali Ibn Sina (980-1037), known in the West as Avicenna, was the foremost philosopher in the
Islamic world. In his philosophical methodology he was greatly influenced by Farabi and though he
mainly commented on the Aristotelian tradition, his penetrating inquiries led to new conclusions. While
lbn Sina's fame is mostly due to his achievements in philosophy and medicine, he was also a master in
such fields as methodology, formal logic, mathematics and astronomy. His written works include Kitib al-
Shifa, Kitab al-Isharat wa al-Tanbihat, and Qanun fi al-Tibb.

3. Tawhid is the fundamental principle and fort of the Islamic tradition. It includes the idea of the unicity
of the Godhead as well as the principal unity of all Being in both its transcendental and immanent
modalities. There is no exact equivalent for this term in English. “Monotheism” will be used to refer to

tawhid in some cases but in general the word will be left in its transliterated form.
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5. Jalal al-Din Rumi (1205-1273), also called Mawlana, the most important Persian Sufi thinker,
metaphysician and poet of all times. His Diwan of Shams-i Tabrizi and the Mathnawi have been

translated into many languages and are widely known the world over.

6. Ali ibn Abi Talib (600-661), upon him be peace, the first man to believe in the Prophet, upon him and
his progeny be peace. The prophet called him the gate of knowledge and chose him to be his trustee.
Ibn Arabi held that the Imam was the closet of all people to the prophet, the pinnacle of the universe and
the esoteric reality of all the prophets of God- Ibn Sina wrote about him saying that he was amidst the
companions of the prophet just as the intellect is amongst sensible things. Ibn Abi al-Hadid traces all the
fields of knowledge in the Islamic world back to the Imam. The book, Nahj al-Balaghah, contains some
of the Imam’s letters, speeches and words of wisdom. This book, being a great source of knowledge of
the unicity of God as well as of sociological matters, comes second to only the Quran in its effects upon
Islamic culture. All Muslims are united in acknowledging the Imam's position and worthiness as a caliph
and successor to the Prophet; they are not united however in the case of others and are divided into the
two main sects of Sunni and Shi’ah.

7 Sadr al-Din Shirazi (1571-1641), known as Mulla Sadra, philosopher, muhaddith (transmitter of
traditions), and exegete who, drawing upon the peripatetic and Illluminationist (ishragi) philosophical
traditions and making full use of the mystical heritage of the Islamic world, inaugurated a synthesis and a
new point of convergence in the history of Islamic philosophy at a time when philosophy in the west
strayed farther away from discussions on ontology and metaphysics (mabahith e wujudi) and, in so
doing, laid the foundations of modern Civilization. Mulla Sadra intensified Islamic philosophy's connection
with these fields. He was the originator of doctrine of trans-substantial motion (harakat al-jawhari) and
the belief that the soul was contingent in body and eternal in spirit. His school of philosophy came to be
distinguished from the peripatetic and the llluminationist schools and, under the name of
“Transcendental philosophy” (Hikmat al-Mutaliyyah), it slowly but surely gained wide acceptance. This
school was particularly effectual in shaping the social and cultural movements inside Iran during the
latter's initial contacts with the west. He was the author of more than fifty books. His Asfar al-Arbaah
and, Shawahid al-Rububiyyah have become standard texts of philosophy. His other works include Sharh
Usul al-Kafi and Tafsir al-Qur an.

8. Khwajah Nasir al-Din al-Tusi (1201-1274), well-known philosopher, theologian, mathematician and
astronomer who expounded and revived philosophy at a time when it was under attack by Ash'ari
theologians. In his commentary on the Kitab al-Isharat wa al-Tanbihat, he aptly responded to Fakhr al-
Razi's criticism of philosophical thought and went on to accept most of Shaykh al-Ishraq's original ideas.
He was instrumental in the establishment and progress of the observatory at Maragha. His works include
Awsaf al-Ashraf which was written in the style of the mystics, and Tajrid al-/tigad which expounded the
theological doctrine of the Shi’ah and became the theological text par excellence of the entire Muslim
world. Tusi was also active in the political realm. At the time of the Mongol invasion of Iran, he played a

prominent role in the defense and promulgation of Islamic thought and culture.



9. Abu Hamid Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-Tusi al-Ghazali (1058-1111), theologian and mystic
whose great work, lhya' Ulum al-Din (“The Revival of the Religious Sciences”), made Sufism an

acceptable part of orthodox Islam.

10. Shams al-Din Muhammad Hafiz (1317-1392), also called lisan al-ghayb. Persian scholar, thinker,

and the greatest Persian Sufi poet who has expounded the most profound Divine mysteries in his poetry.
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13. Ghiyath al-Din Abul al-Fath 'Umar ibn Ibrahim al-Khayyam (1048-1131) Persian poet,
mathematician, and astronomer. Known in the west through the translation of some of his quatrains by
Edward FitzGerald entitled The Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam (1859) in which the author appears as an

impious sceptic given to sensual abandon and ephemeral pleasures.

14. Abu al-'Ala' Ahmad ibn 'Abd Allah ibn Sulayman al-Ma'arri (973-1058), famous Arabic poet and
ascetic who took up celibacy and a vegetarian life-style. Unlike other poets, he was sober to the

extreme and was known for his virtuosity and for the pessimism of his vision.

15.
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17. For a detailed treatment of “Satan”, see Sayyid Muhammad Husayn Tabatabai’s, Tafsir al-Mizan,

vol.8, pp.34-58, exegesis of verse 7:1 and the author's book, Mutual Services of Islam and Iran.



18. Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900), German philosopher and critic of culture, who became one of the
most influential of all modem thinkers. His attempts to unmask the motives that underlie conventional
Western religion, morality, and philosophy deeply affected generations of philosophers, psychologists,
poets, novelists, and playwrights. He thought through the consequences of the triumph of the
Enlightenment's secularism, expressed in his observation that “God is dead,” in a way that determined
the agenda for many of Europe's most celebrated intellectuals after his death.

19. Arthur Schopenhauer (1788-1869), German philosopher, often called the “philosopher of
pessimism,” who held the centrality of the will in human experience. As the demands of the will cannot

be ever fully met, he affirmed the idea of resignation to the endless cycle of suffering.

20. Refer to the author's book, Mutual Services of Islam and Iran, seventh print, after the section on “The
Philosophical Services of Iranians for Islam.”

21.
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25. The correct explanation of this tradition is that to complain and put blame on Time (or the ages;
destiny), is to put blame on the total world order and consequently on God (or Providence). Some
scholars claim that this tradition was fabricated by a sect of the Majus called the “Zarwaniyya”, who

actually believed that God is destiny.
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27. Abu Mu'in Nasir ibn Khusraw ibn Harith al-Qubadhiyani (1004-1072), known as Nasir e Khusraw,
Persian poet, philosopher, and noted traveler. His Diwan and Safar Nama, are two of his best known
works, while his Jami' al-Hikmatayn is a philosophical text which attempts to reconcile religion with

peripatetic philosophy.
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30. Abu Nasr Muhammad al-Farabi (870-950), considered the founder of Islamic philosophy, he
became known as the “second teacher”, the first being Aristotle. Though he figured prominently in the
choice of the intellectual elements of Hellenic thought that Islam would adopt, he was not just a
transmitter of Greek philosophy. By way of original thought and penetrating metaphysical insights, he
attempted a synthesis of the opinions of Plato and Aristotle. In working out his own philosophical system,
Farabi attempted to detail the status of Revelation and explain its relation to the different levels of
Intellect. In “practical philosophy”- or what might be called social science-he formulated the perfect
state and wrote A/l-Madinah al-Fadilah. His philosophical writings were usually short treatises on chosen
topics. The Peripatetic, llluminations, and Transcendental schools of philosophy in Islam can be said to
be elaborations and developments of Farabi's philosophy.

31. Rene Descartes (1596-1650), French mathematician. scientist, and philosopher who has been called
the father of modem philosophy. He radically distinguished between the mind, which he perceived as
indubitable, and the body (or matter in general), which he explained on the basis of purely mechanistic
principles. The axiom Cogito, ergo sum (I think, therefore | am) is his most famous formulation.

33. This principle holds that the One only produces unity or the one. The One cannot create the many. It



is a logical conclusion of peripatetic philosophy which is best explained, ironically enough, by their

antagonists. the mystics.
34. Literally, “There is no effective agent in existence other than God.”
35. Literally, “The act is God's act, and it is (in the same instance) our act.”

36. Refer to the section, “The Shia Intellectual School” in the Introduction for a discussion on the
tradition which was the source of this principle.
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42. Georg Hegel (1770-1831), German idealist philosopher who developed a dialectical scheme that
emphasized the progress of history and ideas from thesis to antithesis and thence to a higher and richer

synthesis. He is quoted as having said, “The rational is the real.”

43. Karl Marx (1818-1883), German philosopher, economist, historian and revolutionary. With the help of
Friedrich Engels, he wrote The Communist Manifesto (1848) and Das Kapital (1867 -1894).
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56. Jean Jacques Rousseau (1112-1778), French philosopher and writer whose treatises and novels
inspired the leaders of the French Revolution and the Romantic generation. His written works include
The Social Contract and the novel Emile (both 1762). Rousseau was the least academic of modem

philosophers and perhaps the most influential. His thought marked the end of the Age of Reason.
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58. These expressions are allusions to the first few couplets of Rumi's Mathnawi,

Listen to the reed how it tells a tale, complaining of separations —

Saying, “Ever since | was parted from the reed-bed,

my lament hath caused man and woman to moan.



| want a bosom torn by severance, that | may
unfold (to such a one) the pain of love-desire.
Everyone who is left far from his source wishes back,

back the time when he was united with it.
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64. Mir Muhammad Bagir ibn Shams al-Din Muhammad al-Husayni al-Astarabadi (d. 1630), known as
Mir Damad for short, philosopher, theologian, and leader in the cultural renascence of Iran during the
Safavid dynasty. Mir Damad was the first to advance the notion of huduth-e dahri (“eternal origination”)
as an explanation of creation. A/-Qabasat is perhaps his most important work. He also wrote poetry
under the pseudonym of Ishrag. As a measure of his stature, he was given the title al-muallim althalith
(i.e., “third teacher”-the first two being Aristotle and al-Farabi)' His work was continued by his pupil
Mulla Sadra, who became the most prominent Muslim philosopher of the 17th century.

65. Shahab al-Din Yahya Suhrawardi (1154-1191), commonly known as Shaykh al-Ishraq, is one of the

most famous Muslim philosophers. Despite his short life, he introduced many novel ideas that starkly



contrasted Avicennian doctrines. He kept to logical methods but, like Plato, also emphasized the role of
intuition, inspiration and the direct vision of realities. Suhrawardi spent much effort in trying to prove the
existence of the Imaginal world, a world that is situated between the world of intellects (i.e. the Platonic

Ideas or Forms) and the natural order. His most important work is Hikmat al-Ishraq.
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