Al-Islam.org

Ahlul Bayt Digital Islamic Library Project

Published on A/-Islam.org (https://www.al-islam.org)

Home > Sects of Islam > God’s Promises

God’s Promises

Based upon our stand on justice and grace is our view that "whatever God has promised as reward for
any good work, He will fulfil it; but whatever He has threatened as punishment for any bad work, it is
upon His discretion. If He meted out the punishment, it will be by His justice; if He forgives it, it will be by

His grace.” 1

We are confronted both by the Kharijites and Mu’tazilites on one side and the Ash'arites on the other.
The Mu'tazilites and Kharijites say that it is incumbent upon God to fulfil His threats also. He has no
power to forgive. The Ash’arites, on the other hand say that it is not incumbent upon Him even to fulfil
His promises of rewards. They go so far as to say, “even if Allah was to send the Prophets to Hell, and

Satan to Paradise, it is not against virtue, because there is no inherent demerit in any action.”

1. Ash-Shaykh as-Sadug, al-I'tigadat.
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