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Imam ‘Ali’s External Virtues and Merits

‘Ali’s Genealogy

Beyond doubt, kinship with the Messenger of Allah is both a unique privilege and superiority over others.
Hence, God considers the honor of kinship with the Holy Prophet (S) as part of the honor of nearest
relations when we read in the Holy Qur’an:

“and warn your nearest relations” (26:214).

Elsewhere, God says:

“and most surely it is a reminder for you and your people” (43:44).

It is for this reason that God Almighty has prohibited giving charity to them due to their honor and dignity.
Hence, the closer a person is to the Messenger of Allah, the more honorable and dignified he or she is.1

Imam ‘Ali (a.s) has said: We are a family beyond comparison.2 Abu-Uthman Jahiz who was an ardent
enemy of Imam ‘Ali says: ‘Ali was truthful in what he said! How can we compare anyone with this family
when the Messenger of Allah, two purified persons, ‘Ali and Fatimah, their two sons, Hasan and Husayn,
two martyrs of Islam, Hamzah and Jafar who flies in paradise with two wings, the great chief of Hijaz,
Abd al-Muttalib, the provider of water to the Hajj pilgrims, Abbas, the wise man of Batha' and Najdah,
Abu-Taib are from this family in which all the merits and virtues are gathered.

Ansar are their helpers and Muhajir are those who immigrated towards them. Accepter is one who has
accepted them and Faruq, that is, the distinguisher between justice and injustice is among them. True
disciples are their disciples and if Dhu’l-Shahadatayn (the man of double testimony) was honored with
this title, it is because his testimony is about them.

A proof of their dignity is that the Messenger of Allah said: Verily, I am leaving among you two valuable
things. You will not go astray after me as long as you adhere to them. One is greater than the other.
They are the Book of Allah, which is a rope stretched from the heavens to the earth, and my Household.
They will never separate from one another until they come to me at the Pond. Verily, if the household of
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the Holy Prophet (S) was like other people, Umar would not ask ‘Ali to be his father-in-law to obtain the
honor of kinship.

بِهنَس ف :ن خارِجم لامالس هلَيع لَه لَةالحاص لالفَضائ ف:

َتَعال هال مفَههذا شَرلو ،مرِهغَي لفَضيلَةٌ عةٌ وزِيم هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هول السر نم بالقُرو بشَكَّ أنَّ النَّس لا
لَيهِمع مرحكَ.? ومقَوللَكَ و رلَذِك نَّهاو? :َتَعال قالو ?.بِينقْرتَكَ الايرشع نْذِراو? :َتَعال فَقال بذَوي القُر مهبِس
يننموالم يرأم قالو .فَعرانَ اك بقْرا هآلو هلَيع هال َّلولِ صسالر نانَ مك نم لكظيماً. وتَعدَقاتِ تَشْريفاً والص
.علَيه السلام: نَحن أهل بيتٍ لا يقاس بِنا احدٌ

هال ولسر منْهم مبِقَو قاسي فيك ،لامالس هلَيع لع دَقص :لامالس هلَيع يننمويرِ المأم دُوع وهظُ واحالج قَال
والاطْيبانِ عل وفاطمةُ والسبطانِ الْحسن والْحسين والشَّهيدانِ أسدُ اله حمزةُ وذو الْجناحين جعفَر وسيِدُ الوادِي
هاجِرالمو مهنصارا الأنْصاريهِم وف الخَيربٍ، وو طالبا دَةالنَّجو طْحاءالب يمحو اسبالع جيجالْح ساقبِ وطَّلدُ الْمبع
من هاجر الَيهِم ومعهم والصدّيق من صدَّقَهم والفاروق من فَرق بين الحق والباطل فيهِم والحوارِي حوارِيهم وذو
:هلبِقَو هتيب لأه هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال ولسانَ ربا؟ ومهعمو منْهوم ملَهو يهِمف إلا رلا خَيو مشَهِدَ لَه نَّهلا تَينالشَّهاد
.تيب لأه تْرتعضِ ورالا َإل ماءالس نم دودمم لبح هال تابالآخَرِ؛ ك نم ربما أكدُهأح الخَليفَتَين ميتارِكٌ ف ّإن
نَبان اللَّطيف الخَبير أنَّهما لَن يفْتَرِقا حتَّ يرِدا علَ الحوض. ولَو كانُوا كغَيرِهم لَما قَال عمر لَما طَلَب مصاهرةَ
هلَيع هال َّلص هال ولسر تعمس ّإن :لامالس هلَيع لع

Umar reported the Holy Prophet (S) as saying: Every relation through blood or marriage on the Day of
Judgment will be cut off except relation with me, which will never be cut off. These were good traits of all
members of the Holy Prophet’s household. Nevertheless, Imam ‘Ali (a.s) has special privileges for the
blessed days of his life and his excellent qualities the description of which requires voluminous books to
cover.

Imam ‘Ali is a man of noble birth, supreme position, abundant knowledge, wonderful rhetoric, eloquent
speech, and broadmindedness. Based on this, his morality is an example of his pure and genuine
character. ‘Ali’s personality testifies to the former honors of his family. This is ‘Ali’s description by an
enemy let alone by his devotee in whose veins the love for ‘Ali runs.3 Imam ‘Ali’s dignified mother was
Fatimah bint Asad ibn Hashim ibn Abd-Manaf, a lady who undertook to rear the Messenger of Allah in
his childhood, fondling him on her lap. She was among the first women who believed in Allah and His
messenger and immigrated to Medina with the Holy Prophet (S).4

The day this lady passed away, the Messenger of Allah personally undertook to perform her funeral
rites, shrouding her in his own garment and when the digging of grave was knee-deep, removed the
earth from the grave, lay down in the grave for moments and said: O Lord, who are living forever, you
make the living die and the dead to become alive, through Your messenger, Muhammad and the



messengers before me, forgive my mother, Fatimah bint Asad, instill the profession of faith into her ear
and widen her grave, for you are the Most Merciful. At this time, the Holy Prophet (S) instilled the right
words in her ear, repeatedly saying: Your son, your son! Not Jafar or Aqil! Those attending the funeral
service said: O Messenger of Allah! What you did for ‘Ali’s mother, Fatimah, you did not for others. You
shrouded her in your own garment, lay down in her grave before burial, and instilled into her ear, you
said: Your son, your son; Not Jafar or Aqil. What is the meaning of all this? The Messenger of Allah said:
One of the days I was speaking about how people were naked and bare-footed when they will be on the
Resurrection Day.

الشَّريفَة هياتنا لآدأفْر فَلَو لامالس هلَيع لا عمفَا .ِبنَسو ِبِبس إلا ةيامالق موي عنْقَطبٍ منَسبٍ وبس لك :قولي هآلو
ومقاماته الريمة ومناقبِه السنية كتاباً لافْنَينا ف ذَلكَ الطَّوامير الطّوال. العرق صحيح، والمنْشَا كريم، والشَّأنُ
،هراقأع وِفْق أخْلاقُهو ،حيبر دْرالصو ،سانُ خَطيبّاللو ،جيبيانُ عالبو ،ثيرك لْمالعو ،سيمج لمالعو ،ظيمع
هلَيع هال َّلص نْهم ِهدُوع لذَا قَوه .دُ بِقَديِمهشْهي ديثُهحو.

،لَه مالاك انَتكرِها وجح ف هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال ولسر تبنافٍ. ردِ مبع نب مهاش ندِ بأس ة بِنْتمفَاط :هماو
وسبقَت إلَ الإيمانِ وهاجرت معه إلَ المدينَة، ولَما ماتَت تَولّ رسول اله صلَّ اله علَيه وآله أمرها وكفَّنَها
رِها ثُمقَب ف نامو دِهبِي هتُراب جأخْرو دِهبِي هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال ولسر هفَردِ حاللَّح َإل فْرلَغَ الحا بلَمو .هبِقَميص
قَال: اله الَّذِي يحي ويميت وهو ح لا يموت إغْفر لأُم فَاطمةَ بِنْتِ أسدٍ ولَقّنْها حجتَها ووسع علَيها قَبرها
ميناحالر محفَإنَّكَ أر لقَب نم الَّذين الأنْبِياءدٍ ومحِكَ منَبِي قدْخَلها بِحمو.

لامالس هلَيع لع ما عم تنَعناكَ قَدْ صيار هال سولا ري :لَه فَقيل .قيللا عو فَرعج نُكِ لانُكِ اباب :نْهم عملَقَّنَها فَسو
بب؛ فَما سلا عقيلو فَرعج نُكِ لانُكِ ابا: ابلَه قُلْتدَها ولَح دْتستَوكَ وقَميص فَّنْتَها فرِها؛ كبِغَي هنَعتَص نْعاً لَمص
ـّإن :ذٍ! فَقُلْتئموي تَاهاواسو :فاةً فَقَالَتراةً حع ةيـامالق موشَرونَ يحي مـاً أنَّ النَّـاسوا يلَه ترذَك ّإن :كَ؟ فَقالذَل

Hearing this, Fatimah bint Asad became very sad, saying: woe to the humiliation of that day! I promised
her that I would shroud her in my own garment so that she would not come to the Resurrection Day
naked. I lay down in her grave to make her safe from tightness of grave. The reason I said: Your son,
your son, Not Jafar or Aqil, was that the examining angels entered her grave, asking her: Who is your
Lord? She said: God Almighty is my Lord. She was asked: Who is your prophet.

She said: Muhammad. She was asked: Who is your Imam? She kept silent, not knowing what to
answer. I said to her: Your son, your son, meaning that your Imam and leader is your son, ‘Ali, not Aqil
or Ja’far.5 Imam ‘Ali was the first Hashemite of two Hashemite lineage. He was born a Hashemite, both
on the mother and father sides.6 Imam ‘Ali’s dignified father was Abu-Talib, Abd-Manaf ibn Abd al-
Muttalib Known as Shaybat al-Hamd, literally meaning a model of thanksgiving or the thanksgiving old
man.



‘Ali and the Holy Prophet’s lineage gather together in Abd al-Muttalib, the son of Hashim ibn Abd-
Manaf, the son of Qasi ibn Kilab ibn Murrah ibn Ka’b ibn Lu’ay ibn Ghalib ibn Fihr ibn Malik ibn Nadr ibn
Kinanah ibn Khuzaymah ibn Mudrikah ibn Ilyas ibn Mudar ibn Nizar ibn Ma’d ibn ‘Andan ibn Mubdi’ ibn
Mani’ ibn Adad ibn Ka’b ibn Yashjub ibn Ya’rub ibn Humaysa’ ibn Qaydar ibn Isma’il ibn Ibrahim, the
Friend of God. ‘Ali was the Holy Prophet’s full blood cousin on both sides. His uncles were Abbas,
Hamzah ibn Abd al-Muttalib, his brothers, Aqil and Ja’far, his sons, Hasan and Husayn, and his wife,
lady Fatimah, the princess of the world women. Due to Allah’s Grace, Imam ‘Ali has been honored by
God Almighty with all the excellent qualities of this family. These blessings are tied to all members of the
Holy Prophet’s household.7

‘Ali’s Marriage with Lady Fatimah

Ibn Abbas reports: When Fatimah, the honorable daughter of the Holy Prophet (S) reached maturity,
prominent suitors came to the Messenger of Allah, asking her hand in marriage, having the impression
that their requests would be accepted but the Holy Prophet (S) rejected their requests, saying: I am
waiting for Allah’s decree, for Fatimah’s marriage is on His decree.

اكفّنُكِ بِقَميص ليستُركِ ف ذَلكَ اليوم، فَفَعلْت. وتَوسدْت قَبرها لتامن من ضغْطَة القَبرِ. ونَزل علَيها الملَانِ فَقالا
لَها: من ربكِ؟ فَقَالَت: اله ربِ. فقالا لَها: من نَبِيكِ؟ فَقَالَت: محمدٌ نَبِيِ. فقالا: من إمامكِ؟ فَارتَج علَيها، فَقُلْت: ابنُكِ
قيللا عو فَرعج نُكِ لااب.

ةببِ ـ شَيطَّلدِ المبع ننافِ بدُ مببٍ عو طالبا :بوهاو .نتَيرم مهاش لَدَهو نم لواو ،نييمهاش نم مهاش لوا وهو
الحمدِ، وعنْدَه يجتَمع نَسبه ونَسب رسولِ اله صلَّ اله علَيه وآله وسلَّم ـ بن هاشم بن عبدِ منافِ بن قُص بن كلابِ
نب رضم نب إلْياس نةَ بدْرِكم نةَ بيمخُز ننانَةَ بك نرِ بالنَّض نكِ بالم نرِ بهف نبِ بغال نب ِيلُو نبِ بعك نةَ برم نب
نب ماعيلإس نب دارقَي نب عسيماله نب برعي نب بشْجي نبِ بعك نب ددا نب نيعم نب دِعبم ندْنانَ بع ندِ بعم ننَزارِ ب
تُهإخْوو اسبالعةُ وزمح اهمعو ،هماو َبِيهلأ هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هولِ السر مع ناب وهو .لامالس هلَيع الخَليل راهيمإب
هنْدَ الخْصوصِ عمالِ المقْدِ الطَةُ عاسو وفَه .ينالَمالع ساءِدَةُ نيس تُهجزَوو ينسالحو نسالح ناهابو قيلعو فَرعج
.بِالمالِ والإفْضالِ

لامها السلَيةَ عمبِفاط ويجِهتَز ف:

هلَيع هال َّلص هولِ السدٌ لرها أحرذْكفَلا ي رتُذْك هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هولِ السر ةُ بِنْتمفَاط انَتاسٍ: كبع ابن قَال
َتَعال هال َها إلرإنَّ أم .ماءن السم رمالا قَّعأتَو :قالو نْهع ضرأع إلا هآلو.

Sa’d ibn Mu’adh Ansari who knew this, said to ‘Ali ibn Abi-Talib: By God, the Messenger of Allah has no
one in mind save you. ‘Ali answered: Marriage needs wealth which I have not! The Messenger of Allah



too knows that I have no wealth! Sa’d said: I put you under an obligation to do so. ‘Ali said: What should
I say to the Holy Prophet?

Sa’d said: Say: I have come here to ask the hand of Fatimah, the daughter of Muhammad in marriage.
To this end, ‘Ali came to the presence of the Messenger of Allah but due to modesty, he had lowered his
head and did not say anything. The Messenger of Allah said: O ‘Ali, I see a sign of request in your face.
What is your request? ‘Ali said: Asking your daughter’s hand in marriage! The Holy Prophet (S) who
looked happy and had a smile on his lips, said: I will accept it eagerly. On his return, ‘Ali told Sa’d the
whole story. Sa’d said: The Messenger of Allah had accepted your request, for he keeps his promise
and never breaks it.

On that night, the Messenger of Allah called Bilal, saying: I married my daughter to my cousin. I wish to
hold a marriage banquet to set it as a tradition among my Ummah. Now, go to sheep-selling market,
buy a sheep and five mudd of barley, and make a pot ready for cooking them. I will invite Muhajir and
Ansar to this banquet.

Bilal carried out what the Holy Prophet had ordered. A large group of people gathered in the Holy
Prophet’s house, ate from the food yet no shortage was seen in it. Then, the Holy Prophet ordered Bilal
to take the food to the houses of his wives and to say to them: Eat of this food, you and any woman who
comes to you. Bilal carried out this order.8

Then, the Messenger of Allah attended the gathering of his wives, saying: I have married my daughter,
Fatimah to my cousin. I intend to send her to him. She is your daughter, do whatever you can for her
nuptial ceremony. The Holy Prophet’s wives who were overjoyed, perfumed and adorned Fatimah with
their Jewels and took to her house the dowry which Salman and Bilal had prepared on the order of the
Holy Prophet. A cloak of Khaybar, a jug, a ewer, a tub, curtain, a mattress of date fiber and a pillow were
all that made up the dowry. Then, they informed the Holy Prophet to come. Seeing this scene and
having tears on his cheeks, the Holy Prophet raised his hands in prayer and said: O Lord! Make this
marriage auspicious to a couple most of whose vessels are made of clay.9

فَقال سعدُ بن معاذٍ الأنصارِي لعل بن ابِ طالبٍ علَيه السلام: إنّ واله ما أرى النَّبِ علَيه السلام يريدُ بِها غَيركَ.

.ضاءيلا بو راءمح ا لم إنَّه هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ملقَدْ عنْدِي، وا عم سلْتَمنْياً يا أنَا بِذِي دم :لامالس هلَيع لع لَه فَقال
َتَعال هال َباً إلتُكَ خَاطجِى :لَه تَقول :لَه ؟ قَالقولاذا ام :لامالس هلَيع لع لَه فَقال .لُنكَ لَتَفْعلَيع زِمعدٌ: أعس لَه فَقال
هال ولسر لَه فَقال ،هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِلنَّبل ضرتَعو لامالس هلَيع لع دٍ. فَانْطَلَقمحم ةَ بِنْتمفَاط هسولر َإلو
ةَ بِنْتمفَاط هولسر َإلو هال َباً إلتُكَ خاطجِى :هاتِ. فَقال :فَقال .لأج :ةً؟ قَالنَّ لَكَ حاجاك :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص
محمدٍ. فقَال رسول اله صلَّ اله علَيه وآله: مرحباً وحباً. فَقال ذَلكَ لسعدٍ، فَقال: لَقَدْ انْحكَ ابنَتَه، إنَّه لا يخْلف ولا
بحأنا او مع نبِاب نَتةَ ابمفَاط تجقَدْ زَو ّإن :فَقال بِلالا لَةلكَ اللَّيت هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال ولسفَدَعا ر .ذِبي
انْ يونَ من اخْلاقِ امت الطَّعام عنْدَ النّاح. اذْهب يا بِلال إلَ الغَنَم فَخُذْ شَاةً وخَمسةَ أمدادِ شَعيرٍ فَاجعل قَصعةً
كَ. فَقُلهاتما َلْها إلماح ا بِلالي :قَال ثُم .ميعالج لكفَا عا النَّاسد ثُم لالأنْصارِ. فَفَعو هاجِرِينها الملَيع عمأج ّلفَلَع
نَتاب تجقَدْ زَو ّإن :قالو ساءّالن َلع خَلد هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِإنَّ النَّب ثُم .لفَفَع ،نشيع نم نمطْعاو لْنك نلَه



بِابن عم، وإنّ دافعها إلَيه فَدُونَن ابنَتُن. فَقُمن إلَ الفَتاة فَعلَّقْن علَيها من حليِهِن وطَيبنَها وجعلْن ف بيتها فراشاً
قيقصوفٍ ر تْرسو لْماءِرةً لطَهمجِراراً وكناً ورماً وي .حشْۇه ليف ووِسادةً وكساء خَيبر

هسار فَعر ثُم هموعد ترجو ب هدَيي ينب عا ۇضفَلَم .لَّهكَ كا ذَلشْتَرِيا لَهيل بِلالالْمانَ وس ثعقَدْ ب لامالس هلَيانَ عكو
فالخَز هِمتيآن لج مقَوبارِكْ ل ماللَّه :قالو ماءالس َإل.

The wives of the Messenger of Allah chose Ummu-Ayman as housekeeper to meet the needs of the
bride.10 Then, the Messenger of Allah called Fatimah to come to his presence. When Fatimah’s eyes fell
on her husband, ‘Ali, who was sitting beside her father, she started weeping. The Messenger of Allah
who intended to put her hand in ‘Ali’s hand, while weeping said: My daughter, Fatimah! I did not marry
you to ‘Ali on my own, rather, God on your behalf and Gabriel on ‘Ali’s behalf, arranged this marriage in
heaven between you two.11

At that time, God Almighty commissioned the tree of Tuba to give away ornaments, robes, pearls and
rubies and ordered the Paradisiacal women to get together and pick up heavenly ornaments, pearls and
rubies. They obeyed Allah’s order, take pride in it till the Day of Judgment and offer those ornaments to
one another, saying: These are all from the blessings of Fatimah.12

Verily, my daughter, I have married you to the best of my kinship. I married you to one who is a master
in this world and will be a righteous man on the Day of Judgment. Putting Fatimah’s hand in ‘Ali’s hand,
the Messenger of Allah said: Now, go to your house. May God Almighty brings about love between you
and improve your affairs till I come to see you again. The bride and the bridegroom sat beside each
other for a few moments while the Holy Prophet’s wives too were with them. Of course, there was a
curtain between ‘Ali and them and Fatimah was sitting next to women.13

After the passage of a short time, the Messenger of Allah entered the bridal chamber. Seeing that the
Holy Prophet had come, the women hurriedly left the house except Asma bint Umays. As for the reason
she stayed there, she said: When Khadijah was in the bed of death, she was weeping. I said to her: Why
are you weeping at this time while you are one of the greatest women in world, the wife of the
Messenger of Allah, and you were given the good tiding that you will go to paradise? Khadijah said: The
reason I am weeping is that my daughter, Fatimah is very young and she will need someone to help her
on her wedding night. I am afraid there will be no woman to help her! I said: O my lady, don’t worry, I
promise to meet her needs on that night if I live long enough till then. So, when all women left the house,
I stayed there. The Messenger of Allah who had ordered all women to leave the house, seeing my
shadow said: Who are you? I said: I am Asma bint Umays.

He said: Did I not tell you to leave the house? I said: Yes, O Messenger of Allah, but my staying here is
not meant to disobey you, rather, I promised to Khadijah to stay with Fatimah on such a night and told
him the whole story. Hearing this, the Messenger of Allah started weeping, prayed for me and said: I



pray to God to safeguard you from Satan from four sides. Then, he said to me: Fill a tub of water and
bring it here. I carried out his order. The Messenger of Allah filled his mouth with water and poured it
back to the tub, raised his hands in prayer and said: O Lord! This bride and groom are from me and I am
from them. Cleanse them of impurity in the same way you cleansed me of impurity.

هال َّلص هول السر عها مجزَو تاا رةَ فَلَممبِفاط تَفه هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال ولسإنَّ ر ثُم .هابوب نمأي اتَّخَذْنَ أمو
.تب لع ِفك فَّها فك لعجأنْ ي ا أرادفَلَم ،لدِ عيدِها وبِي هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِفَأخَذَ النَّب ،تب لَّمسو هآلو هلَيع
هالباً وخاط ئيلربانَ ج؛ كماءالس كِ فويجتَز َّلتَو هال لب ،نَفس نتُكِ مجا زَوم :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِالنَّب فَقال
نعتَمفَاج ينالع الحور رماو ،تْهنَثَر ثُم ،الياقوتو الدُّرو لَلالحو للَتِ الحمفَح ةَ طوبرشَج رماو ،الوِل َتَعال
فَلَقَطْن فَهن يتَهادينَه إلَ يوم القيامة ويقُلْن: هذَا نثار فَاطمةَ. وقَدْ زَوجتُكِ خَير أهل؛ لَقَدْ زَوجتُكِ سيِداً ف الدُّنْيا
وسيِداً ف الآخرة ومن الصالحين. وأمنَه من كفّها وقال لَهما: إذْهبا إلَ بيتما، جمع اله بينَما وأصلَح بالَما ولا
تُهيجا شَيئاً حتَّ آتيما. فَامتَثَلا حتَّ جلَسا مجلسهما وعنْدَهما امهات المومنين، وبينَهن وبين عل حجاب وفاطمةُ
مع النّساء. ثُم اقْبل النَّبِ صلَّ اله علَيه وآله فَدَخَل وخَرج النّساء مسرِعاتٍ سوى أسماء بِنْتِ عميسٍ، وكانَت قَدْ
هال َّلص ِةُ النَّبجنْتِ زَواو الَمينالع ساءِدَةُ نينْتِ ساو ينأتَب :فَقَالَت تفَب لامها السلَيةَ عفاةَ خَديجو ترضح
علَيه وآله ومبشَّرةٌ عل لسانه بِالجنَّة. فَقَالَت: ما لهذا بيت، ولَن المراةَ لَيلَةَ زَفافها لا بدَّ لَها من امراة تُفْض إلَيها
بِسرِها وتَستَعين بِها علَ حوائجِها، وفاطمةُ حديثَةُ عهدٍ بِصبا واخاف ألا يونَ لَها من يتَولّ امورها حينَئذٍ. فَقُلْت: يا
َّلص ِالنَّب رأملَةُ ولْكَ اللَّيانَ تا كرِ. فَلَممذَا الاه كِ فقامم قْتِ أنْ أقُومكَ الوذَل َإل قيتإنْ ب ّأن هدُ الهلَكِ ع ،ِدتيس
الخُروج ا أرادفَلَم .تيقبو نجفَخَر بِالخُروج ساءّالن هآلو هلَيع هال

Then, he called Fatimah, took a handful of water and sprinkled it on her face and breast. He took two
handfuls of water and sprinkled them on her side and head! Then, he sprinkled some water on her body,
repeated the same prayer and told Fatimah to drink a few draughts of it, to rinse her mouth with it and to
perform ablution with it. The Messenger of Allah then asked for another tub and did the same with ‘Ali.
After doing so, he left Fatimah’s house and on his way home, he repeatedly prayed for them not for
anyone else.14 Ibn Abbas reports: On the night Fatimah was sent to ‘Ali’s house, to honor this honorable
Lady, the Messenger of Allah was in front of her, Gabriel on the right side, Michael on the left side, and
seventy thousand angels were following her, glorifying the Lord till dawn. There are many Hadiths in this
relation but this one is above all.15

‘Ali, the Holy Prophet’s Brother

Ahmad ibn Hanbal in his Musnad has quoted Zayd ibn Awfi as saying: I went to the presence of the Holy
Prophet (S) where ‘Ali was speaking about covenant of brotherhood among the companions. He said: O
Messenger of Allah, when I saw that you made covenants of brotherhood among your companions but I
was ignored, my soul was going out of my body! If this is because I have done something wrong and
you are angry with me, here I am for any punishment you deem proper! Seeing ‘Ali’s sad face, the
Messenger of Allah said: By God Almighty Who appointed me as prophet, the reason I forsook to speak
to you was nothing but to reserve you as a brother for myself. As for your position to me is like Aaron’s
to Moses except that there will be no prophet after me.



رأى سوادِي فَقال: من انْتِ؟ فَقُلْت: أسماء بِنْت عميسٍ. فَقال: الَم آمركِ أنْ تَخْرج؟ فَقُلْت: بل يا رسول اله، وما
قَصدْت بِذَلكَ خلافَكَ، ولنّ اعطَيت خَديجةَ عهداً. فَحدَّثْتُه فَب وقال فَاسال اله أنْ يحرسكِ من فَوقكِ ومن تَحتكِ
لافَم ،تُهلافَم .ماء لَئيهامو نكرالم ناوِلين ،جيمطانِ الرالشَّي نكِ ممالش نعكِ وميني نعكِ وخَلْف نمكِ ودَيي نيب نمو
فاه ثُم مجه فيه ثُم قَال: اللَّهم إنَّهما منّ وأنا منْهما. اللَّهم كما اذْهبت عنّ الرِجس وطَهرتَن تَطْهيراً فَاذْهب عنْهما
الرِجس وطَهِرهما تَطْهيراً. ثُم دعا فَاطمةَ فَضرب كفَّاً بين يدَيها واخْرى بين عاتقَيها واخْرى علَ هامتها ثُم نَفَخَ
جِلْدَها وخَدَّيها ثُم الْتَزمها وقال: اللَّهم إنَّهما منّ وأنا منْهما. اللَّهم فَما اذْهبت عنّ الرِجس وطَهرتَن تَطْهيراً
غْلَقا لِ. ثُموكالا بِه نَعفَص آخَر نكعا بِمرد ثُم ،اضتَتَوو قتَنْشتَسو ضمضتَتَمو نْهم بها أنْ تَشْررما ما. ثُمهِرفَطَه
علَيهِما الباب وانْطَلَق، ولَم يزل يدْعو لَهما حتَّ تَوارى ف حجرته لَم يشْرِكْ احداً معهما ف الدُّعاء. قَال ابن عباسٍ:
لَما أنْ كانَت لَيلَةَ زُفَّت فيها فَاطمةُ إلَ عل علَيهِما السلام كانَ النَّبِ صلَّ اله علَيه وآله قُدَّامها وجِبريل عن يمينها
رالفَج طَلَع َّتح قَدِّسونَهيو هونَ الِحبسها يرائو نلَكٍ مم عونَ ألْفبسسارِها وي نع ائيليمو.

ِبّلنل هؤاخاتم ف .لامالس هلَيتِ عيالب لأه ةوِلاي َلع هدُ لمالح .لالفَضائ ظَمأع نم وهو وِهنَحةٌ بِهذا وعشائ الأخْبارو
لاما السهِملَيع:

هلَيع لع رفَذَك هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هول السر َلع خَلْتد :قَال مآد نزَيدِ ب نع :لنْبح ندَ بمنَدُ أحستابِ مك نم
وحر تبلَقَدْ ذَه :لامالس هلَيع لع قَال :فَقال .ةحابالص نيب هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هولِ السر ؤاخاةةَ مصق لامالس
ةُ. فقَـالرامالو تْبفَلَكَ الع َلكَ عخَطس نذَا مانَ هنْ كفَا .لْتا فَعـابِكَ محصبِا لْتتُكَ فَعيار ينري حظَه انْقَطَعو

O ‘Ali, you are my brother and heir. I said: What will I inherit from you? He said: What the former
prophets have left behind among their followers and that is the book of Allah, and the tradition of His
messengers. You will be with me in paradise while my daughter is with you. You are my brother and
friend. Then, the Messenger of Allah, as a sign of happiness for this great occasion recited the verse

“They shall as be brethren, on raised couches, face to face” (15:47).16

Ibn Mughazili, the Shafi’ite jurisprudent has reported Anas as saying: On the day of Mubahalah (mutual
curse), the Messenger of Allah made a covenant of brotherhood among his companions. At this time, ‘Ali
was standing in a place the Holy Prophet could see him and knew his position but did not say a word
about brotherhood with him. He left the place for home with tearful eyes. The Messenger of Allah asked
for ‘Ali.

Those present in that place said ‘Ali had gone home weeping. The Messenger of Allah said to Bilal: Go
quickly and bring ‘Ali here. When Bilal arrived in ‘Ali’s house, he found ‘Ali weeping. Lady Fatimah asked
‘Ali for his weeping, saying: May Allah never make you weep! ‘Ali said: the Messenger of Allah made
covenant of brotherhood between Muhajir and Ansar, but he did not say a word about me though he saw
me standing there!

Lady Fatimah said: Don’t worry. Perhaps my father has reserved you for himself! Bilal reports: I said: O



‘Ali, go and see the Messenger of Allah. ‘Ali went to the presence of the Holy Prophet (S) who asked ‘Ali
about the reason for his weeping. ‘Ali said: O Messenger of Allah! You made the covenant of
brotherhood among the companions, but you did not say a word about my brotherhood with anyone,
though you were seeing me!

The Messenger of Allah said: O ‘Ali, I reserved you for myself. Are you not happy for being the brother of
the prophet? ‘Ali said: Yes indeed, O Messenger of Allah! I am really happy but how did I obtain such an
honor? The Holy Prophet took ‘Ali’s hand in his hand, took him up the pulpit, raised his hands in prayer
and said: O Lord! ‘Ali is from me and I am from ‘Ali. His position to me is as Aaron’s to Moses. Then he
said: Whomever I am the master, ‘Ali is his master too. Following this event, ‘Ali happily set out for his
house. Following him, Umar ibn Khattab said: congratulations for this position. Now, you are my master
and that of every Muslim!17

إلا وسم نونَ مهار نْزِلَةبِم ّنم نْتفَا .نَفْسل تُكَ إلاخَّرا ااً منَبِي قبِالح ثَنعالَّذي بو :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال سولر
أنَّه لا نَبِ بعدِي، وانْت أخ ووارِث. قَال: قَال: وما ارِث منْكَ يا رسول اله؟ قَال: ما ورث الانْبِياء من قَبل. قَال: وما
أخ نْتةَ. وامفَاط نَتاب عم نَّةالج ري فقَص ف عم نْتاو .منَّتَهسو هال تابك :كَ؟ قَاللقَب نم نْبِياءالا ثرو
َإل مهضعب نْظُري هال ونَ فابتَحالم ?.ينتَقَابِلرٍ مرس َلاناً عخْوا? :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال ولستَلا ر ثُم .فيقرو
.بعضٍ

ينب هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِالنَّب َآخو لَةباهالم موانَ يا كلَم :أنَسٍ قَال نع عالشَّاف غازِلالم ناب وى الفَقيهرو
فَافْتَقَدَه .ننَييالْع باك لع فردٍ، فَانْصأح ينبو نَهيب ؤاخي لَمو انَهم رِفعيو راهي فواق لعالأنْصارِ وو هاجِرِينالم
بإذْه ا بِلالي :قَال .هال سولا ري ننَييالْع باك فر؟ قَالوا: إنْصنسو الحبا لا فَعم :فَقال هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِالنَّب
هال با يكَ؟ لابا ية: ممفَاط فَقَالَت .ننَييالع باك نْزِلَهم خَلقَدْ دو ،لامالس هلَيع لع َإل بِلال ضفَم .بِه نتفَا
لَم انم رِفعيو راني فأنا واقنْصارِ والاو هاجِرينالم ينب هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِالنَّب َةُ آخما فَاطي :كَ. قَالنَييع
نَفْسهكَ لإنَّما أخَّر لَّهلَع ،هزِنُكَ الحي لا :دٍ. قَالَتأح ينبو ينب ؤاخي.

هلَيع هال َّلص ِالنَّب فَقال هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِالنَّب لع تفَا .هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِجِبِ النَّبا لا عي :بِلال فَقال
انم رِفتَعو تَران فأنَا واقو هال سولا رنْصارِ يالاو هاجِرِينالم نيب تآخَي :؟ فَقالنسا الحبا ايكَ يبا يم :هآلو
ولَم تُؤاخ بين وبين احدٍ. قَال صلَّ اله علَيه وآله: إنَّما إدخَرتُكَ لنَفْس، ألا يسركَ أنْ تَونَ اخا نَبِيِكَ؟ قَال: بل، يا
وسم نهارونَ م نْزِلَةبِم ألا إنَّه .نْهأنا مو ّنذَا مإنَّ ه ماللَّه :فَقال رنْبالم قاهأرو دِهخَذَ بِيكَ؟ فَابِذَل ل َّأن ،هال سولر
خب :الخَطَّابِ فَقال نب رمع هعفَاتَّب نيالع قَرير لع فرفَانْص .لاهوم لفَهذا ع لاهوم نتك ندي. ألا معب ِبن لا أنَّه إلا
ملسم لك لومو لايوم تحبصا ،نسا الحبا اي خب.

Hudhayfah ibn Al-Yaman reports: the Messenger of Allah made covenant of brotherhood between
Muhajir and Ansar in a way he made each the brother of his peer. Then, he took ‘Ali’s hand in his hand,
saying: ‘Ali is my brother. Hudhayfah further reports: Beyond doubt, the Messenger of Allah is the
master of all prophets and leader of the pious ones as well as the messenger of the lord of the universe,



who is peerless, and ‘Ali, his brother too is peerless in universe.18

Only Door of ‘Ali’s House Open to the Masjid

The fact that the doors of the companions’ house open to the Masjid were closed except that of ‘Ali
proves ‘Ali’s unique position. Ahmad ibn Hanbal in Musnad has quoted Zayd ibn Arqam as saying: The
doors of houses belonging to some of the Holy Prophet’s companions opened to Masjid which they
frequented at will.

One of the days, the Messenger of Allah ordered all the doors to be closed, saying: You have to close
the doors opening to Masjid and there is no exception in this regard save the door of ‘Ali’s house which
will never be closed. With this order, some of the companions started to speak to one another about the
reason behind it and envy ‘Ali. They would say: What is this privilege that the Holy Prophet has given to
‘Ali? Zayd reports: The Messenger of Allah rose up and after praising Allah said: It is not me who has
issued the order to close all the doors to Masjid except that of ‘Ali, to which some of you have protested.
By God, I have neither closed nor opened the door of any house. This decree has been issued by God
Almighty and I am the one to convey it. Hence, in conveying this decree, I will obey God and will carry
out His decree.19

Ibn Mughazili in Manaqib has quoted Adi ibn Thabit as saying: The Messenger of Allah after entering the
mosque said to the companions: God Almighty revealed to prophet Moses (a.s): Build for me a pure
mosque in which no one but Moses, Aaron, and the children of Aaron will reside. He also revealed to me
to build a pure mosque in which no one but me, ‘Ali, and his children will reside.20

Hudhayfah ibn Usayd Ghifari has been reported as saying: When the companions of the Holy Prophet
came to Medina, they had no house to live in.

لجالر نيب ؤاخانَ يكنْصارِ والاو هاجِرينالم نيب هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال ولسر َمانِ آخالي نذَيفَةُ بح قَال
هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال ولسذَيفَةُ: فرح قَال .ذَا أخه :فَقال لامالس هلَيبٍ عطال ِبا نب لدِ عخَذَ بِيا ثُم .نَظيرِهو
خوها لعو لا نَظيرو شَبيه نامالا ف لَه سالَّذِي لَي الَمينالع ِبر ولسرو تَّقينإمام ُالمو لينسرِدُ الميس.

:والأخْبار ف ذَلكَ كثيرةٌ، وهذِه منْزِلَةٌ شَريفَةٌ ومقام عظيم لَم يحصل لأَحدٍ مثْلُه. ف سدِّ الأبوابِ

ندُ بمى أحور .واها سيهف هشْرِكي لَم بِفَضيلَة لامالس هلَيع يننموالم يرأم هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِالنَّب صخَص
ةٌ فشارِع وابأب هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هولِ السابِ رحأص ننَفَرٍ مانَ لك :قَال قَمأر نزَيدِ ب نع نَدِهسم نْبل ٍفح
هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال ولسر فَقام :قَال .ناسكَ اذَل ف لَّمَفَت .لع باب إلا واببالا ذِهدُّوا هماً: سوي جِدِ. فَقالسالم
تدَدا سم هالو .مُلقائ يهف فَقال لبابِ ع روابِ غَيبالا ذِهدِّ هبِس ترما ّدَ، فَإنعا بأم :قَال ثُم هلَيع َأثْنو هدَ المفَح
تُهعفَاتَّب ءَبِش ترما ّنلو تُهلا فَتَحئاً وشَي.



ومن كتابِ مناقبِ ابن المغازِل الشَّافع: عن عدِيِ بن ثابِتٍ قَال: خَرج رسول اله صلَّ اله علَيه وآله إلَ المسجِدِ
فَقال: إنَّ اله اوح إلَ نَبِيِه موس أنِ ابن ل مسجِداً طاهراً لا يسنُه إلا موس وهارونُ وابنا هارونَ. وإنَّ اله
ا قَدِملَم :قَال ِفارِيدِ الغيالأس نذَيفَةَ بح نعو .لنا عابو لعأنَا و إلا نُهسي راً لاجِداً طاهسم نأنِ اب َلا حوا
أصحاب النَّبِ صلَّ اله علَيه وآله المدينَةَ

Hence, they had made their resting-place in the mosque but the Messenger of Allah barred them from
doing so, saying: Mosque is the place of worship. So you must not use it as a place for rest or sleeping,
for you may have nocturnal pollution which will undermine its sanctity. Following this order, the
companions moved from the mosque and built houses around it based on their need and ability and
opened a door to the mosque. The Messenger of Allah in another order, gave Muadh ibn Jabal the
mission to close the doors opening to the mosque. To this end, Muadh went to Abu-Bakr first to convey
the message, saying: The Holy Prophet has ordered you to move from the mosque and block the door of
your house to the mosque. Abu-Bakr said: I will eagerly accept the Holy Prophet’s order. He
immediately blocked the entrance to the mosque and left that place.

Then Muadh conveyed the Holy Prophet’s message to Umar, saying: Block the door of your house
opening to the mosque and leave the place. Umar said: I will obey the Holy Prophet’s order but I wish
one of the windows of my house would open to the mosque. Muadh conveyed to the Messenger of Allah
what Umar had wished. Then, Muadh went to Uthman when the Holy Prophet’s daughter was in his
house and conveyed the message. Uthman too complied with the Holy Prophet’s order and left the
mosque. Muadh’ last message was conveyed to Hamzah who obeyed the Holy Prophet’s message, left
the mosque and blocked the door of his house to the mosque. Amid this, ‘Ali was thinking about whether
this order would include him too though the Messenger of Allah had built a house for him among his own
houses in the mosque.

But the Messenger of Allah removed any doubt about it by saying: O ‘Ali, you stay where you are, for
you are purified and this order does not include you and your family. When this news reached Hamzah,
he said: O Messenger of Allah! I was surprised that you sent all of us out of mosque but you kept only a
youth of Bani Abd al-Muttalib in it. The Holy Prophet said: This was not a decision of my own, for I
would not give privilege to anyone if I had to decide. By God, this is a grace God Almighty has bestowed
upon ‘Ali. As for you, I have good news about you. God and His messenger are pleased with you. So be
happy. This good news became manifest in the battle of Uhud when Hamzah was martyred.

لَم ين لَهم بيوت فَانوا يبِيتونَ ف المسجِدِ. فَقال لَهم النَّبِ: لا تَبِيتوا ف المسجِدِ فَتَحتَلموا. ثُم إنَّ القَوم بنَوا بيوتاً
حول المسجِدِ وجعلوا أبوابها إلَ المسجِدِ وإنَّ النَّبِ صلَّ اله علَيه وآله بعث الَيهِم معاذَ بن جبل فَنادى ابا برٍ
هدَّ بابةً. فَسطاععاً ومس :كَ. فَقالدَّ بابتَسجِدِ وسالم نم جكَ أنْ تَخْررماي هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال ولسإنَّ ر :فَقال
كَ الَّذِي فدَّ بابكَ أنْ تَسرماي هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال ولسإنَّ ر :فَقال رمع َإل لسأر جِدِ. ثُمسالم نم جخَرو
نْهم جتَخْرجِدِ وسالم



. لسرا ثُم .رمع ا قَالعاذٌ مم لَغَهبجِدِ. فَاسالم ف خَةخَو ف هال َإل غَبأر ّأن رغَي هولسرلو هةً لطاععاً ومس :فَقال
إلَ عثْمانَ وعنْدَه رقَيةُ فَقال: سمعاً وطاعةً. فَسدَّ بابه وخَرج من المسجِدِ. ثُم ارسل إلَ حمزةَ فَسدَّ بابه وقال: سمعاً
َّلص ِانَ النَّبكو .جخْري نم ف أو قيمي نم ف ودْرِي أهي لا ِددتَركَ مذَل ف لامالس هلَيع لعو .هولسرلو هةً لطاعو
اله علَيه وآله قَدْ بنَ لَه ف المسجِدِ بيتاً بين أبياته فَقال لَه النَّبِ صلَّ اله علَيه وآله: اسن طاهراً مطَهراً. فَبلَغَ
حمزةَ قَول النَّبِ صلَّ اله علَيه وآله لعل علَيه السلام فَقال: يا محمدُ تُخْرِجنا وتُمسكُ غلْمانَ بن عبدِ المطَّلبِ؟
فَقال لَه نبِ اله صلَّ اله علَيه وآله: لَو كانَ الامر ل ما جعلْت دونَم من احـدٍ. واله ما اعطـاه إيـاه إلا اله، وإنَّكَ
هشَّرفَب .رشبا ،هولسرو هال نرٍ مخَي َللَع

This privilege of ‘Ali was heavy for some of the companions. So in their gathering, they started to
complain and tried to know the reason. Hearing this, the Messenger of Allah rose up among the
companions and said: It is heavy for some men to see that I have allowed ‘Ali to stay in the mosque, and
have started to complain about it. By God, sending out some people from mosque and allowing ‘Ali to
remain in the mosque was not on my order. God Almighty revealed to Moses (a.s) and his brother: Build
houses for your close relatives, making them Kiblah for them, perform prayer in them.

Following this decree, God ordered Moses again not to allow anyone to reside or have sexual
intercourse with his wife in that place of worship except Aaron and his progeny. Since ‘Ali’s position to
me is like that of Aaron to Moses, and he is my brother, no one has the right to have sexual intercourse
with his wife in this place except ‘Ali and his progeny. The Messenger of Allah further said: If anyone is
displeased with this, the way is open for him. Let him go from here to there, pointing with his holy hand
toward Syria.21

Mutual Curse (Mubahalah)

The story of mutual curse indicates one of the other merits of Imam ‘Ali, his children and his dignified
wife, for the Messenger of Allah sought their help so that his prayer be answered by their saying Amen.

Following the conquest of Mecca when Islam and its rule spread in Hijaz, delegations from every
direction came to the Holy Prophet (S) either to embrace Islam or to seek life security. One of these
delegations was the Christians of Najran consisting of thirty people headed by Abu-Harithah who was
their bishop (chief priest). Some of the members of this delegation were: Al-Aqib, al-Sayyid, and Abd
al-Masih who came to Medina in fine silk robes while wearing a cross on their necks.

The Holy Prophet too was performing his afternoon prayer. At this time, a group of the Jews of Medina
met the Christians, started discussing their differences with one group rejecting the other. At any rate,
Najran delegation came to the presence of the Holy Prophet (S), saying: O Muhammad! What is your
opinion about Jesus, the son of Mary? The Messenger of Allah said: Jesus is the servant of Allah who
appointed him as a prophet.

هِملَيع لُهفَض نيتَبو مهدوا أنْفُسجفَو لع لع كَ رِجالذَل نَفَسدٍ شَهيداً. وحا موي لفَقُت هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِالنَّب



وعلَ غَيرِهم من اصحابِ رسولِ اله صلَّ اله علَيه وآله. فَبلَغَ ذَلكَ النَّبِ صلَّ اله علَيه وآله فَقام خَطيباً فَقال: إنَّ
َإل حوا جلو زع هإنَّ ال .نْتُهسلا او متُهجخْرا ام هالجِدِ. وسالم اً فيلع نسأنْ ا نم هِمنْفُسا جِدُونَ في رِجالا
جِدَهسم نسي أنْ لا وسم رماةَ. ولاوا الصيمقالَةً وبق مَوتيلُوا بعاجوتاً ويب رصا بِمممقَوءا لوأنْ تَب :خيهاو وسم
لحلا يو لهدونَ ا خا وهو وسم نونَ مهار نْزِلَةبِم ّناً ميلإنَّ عو .تُهِيذُرونُ وهار إلا دْخُلَهلا يو يهف حْنلا يو
الشَّام ونَح دِهبِي اموانَا، وكَ فَهاهذَل هساء نفَم .تُهِيذُرو لع إلا ساءّالن يهف حْندٍ يَحجِدي لأسم.

لَةباهالم ف:

لمأكلَواتِ والص لأفْضو لامالس هلَيع يننمويرِ الملانا أمومل لكام عروو تام لفَض َلع تَدُل لَةباهةُ الميقَض
هال َإل الدُّعاء ف هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال ولسر تَعانَ بِهِماس ثيح ،هِملَيع هال َّلص هتجزَوو هلَدَيولاتِ ويالتَّح
هال َّلص ِالنَّب َدَ إلفو لْطانُهس قَوِيو دَ الفَتْحعب الإسلام ا انْتَشَرلَمو .يهةُ فالإجاب لَه لصتَحل هعائد َلع مينالتَّاو
علَيه وآله وسلَّم الۇفود. منْهم من اسلَم ومنْهم من استَامن ليعود إلَ قَومه بِرايِه علَيه السلام فيهِم. وكانَ ممن وفدَ
علَيه ابو حارِثَةَ اسقُف نَجرانَ ف ثَلاثين رجلا من النَّصارى منْهمُ العاقب والسيِدُ وعبدُ المسيح، فَقَدِموا المدينَةَ عنْدَ
َلع تُملَس :مى لَهفَقَالَتِ النَّصار .منَهيلوا بتَساءو هودالي هِملَيا فَصار لُبالصو الدِّيباج باسل هِملَيعرِ وصالع لاةص
رصالع هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِالنَّب َّلا صفَلَم .منْهع َتَعال هال ما حك ءَش َلع تُملَس :هودالي ملَه قَالَتو .ءَش
فَقال .هبانْتَجو طَفاهإص ،هدُ البع :؟ فَقاليحسِدِ الْميالس ف ا تَقُولدُ، ممحا مي :فَقال قُفسالا مهقْدِمي هوا إلَيهجتَو
قُفسالا:

باً؟ فَقالا لَه رِفتَعا

The chief priest said: Do you know any father for him? The Holy Prophet said: No, because his creation
was not through marriage so that he would have a father. The bishop said: Was he not created? The
Holy Prophet said: Yes, he was created! They said: How can a person be created with no father? At this
time, God Almighty revealed the following verse:

“surely the likeness of Jesus is with Allah as the likeness of Adam, …, then let us be earnest in
prayer, and pray for the curse of Allah on the liars” (3:59-61).

Reciting these verses, the Messenger of Allah added: If you do not accept what I say, prepare yourself
for mutual cursing and know that punishment will come down on those who are unjust! The chief priest
and his companions started exchanging views and decided to be given a deadline till the next morning
so that they would announce the result of their decision. The Holy Prophet (S) agreed. Returning home,
the chief priest said to his aides: If tomorrow Muhammad and his household come for mutual cursing, we
will never give in to it but if he comes with his companions, we will take part in it and know that he is not
right.

Turning to Christians, an outstanding person said: O Christian community, you certainly know that



Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, for he spoke truthfully about Jesus Christ. By God, if a group
carry out mutual cursing with a prophet, life will become bitter to the elderly people and they will perish
soon and no children will be found among them. If you go for mutual cursing, you will all perish! If you
are fond of your religion and adhere to it, the only solution will be to compromise with this man, to put an
end to hostility and to return to your land.

The following day when Christians came to see the Holy Prophet (S), they found the Messenger of Allah
taking the hand of ‘Ali in his hand, Hasan and Husayn being in front of him and Fatimah behind him. The
chief priest asked people about them. They said: This man whose hand is in the hand of the Messenger
of Allah is his cousin, son-in-law and the most beloved man to him, that is ‘Ali ibn Abi-Talib, these two
children are his grandchildren and the most beloved to him, and that woman too is his daughter, the
dearest and most honorable and the closest to his heart, whom he calls his own spirit!

Looking at Aqib, Sayyid and Abd al-Masih who enjoyed high positions with him, the chief priest said:
Think well about your affair, for those who accompany him are his endeared ones like whom there is no
one on the earth. He has brought them for mutual cursing, a sign that he is sure about what he says! By
God, if he were not right, he would not expose his endeared ones to mutual cursing. By God, if the
position of Caesar of Rome who follows us was not involved, we would certainly embrace Islam. But this
great obstacle on our way, there is no option other than compromise or accepting what he wants.

النَّبِ صلَّ اله علَيه وآله: لَم ين عن ناح فَيونَ لَه اب. قَال: فَيف قُلت إنَّه عبدٌ مخْلوق، وانْت لَم تَر عبداً مخْلوقاً
هنَةَ اللَع لعفَنَج …مآد ثَلمك هنْدَ الع يسع ثَلنَّ ما? :َتَعال هلقَو ناتِ مالآي َتَعال هال لنْزدٌ؟ فَاالو لَهو احن نع إلا
لطبالم َلع لنَزي ذابأنَّ الع نرخْبا هإنَّ ال :قالو لَةاهبالم َإل معاهدى وارالنَّص َلا عفَتَلاه ?.اذِبِينْال َلع
َإل نْظَارِهتاس َلع مهيار روا فَاتَّفَقتَشَاوو هحابصاو قُفسالا عتَمفَاج .لاطالب نم قالح نيتَبيو لَةاهبالم بقَيع
صبِيحة غَدٍ. فَلَما رجعوا إلَ رِحالهِم قَال الاسقُف: انْظُروا محمداً فَانْ غَدا بِاهله ووِلْدِه فَاحذَروا مباهلَتَه، وانْ غَدا
بِاصحابِه فَباهلُوه فَإنَّه علَ غَيرِ شَء. وقال العاقب: واله لَقَدْ علمتُم يا معشَر النَّصارى إنَّ محمداً نَبِ مرسل ولَقَدْ
.نَللَتُه لْتُمفَع نلَئو ،مهغيرص تلا نَبو مهبيرك اً قَطُّ فَعاشنَبِي مقَو لاها بم هالو .مِباحرِ صأم نم لبِالفَص مكجاء
هال َّلص هال ولسا رتَوفَا .مبِلادِك َرِفوا إلانْصو لجفَوادِعوا الر هلَينْتَم عا ام َلةَ عالإقامو مدِين ألْف إلا تُميبفَإنْ ا
لامها السلَيةُ عمفاطو هدَيي ينيانِ بشمي نيسالحو نسالحو لامالس هلَيع لدِ عذاً بِيآخ اءقَدْ جالغَدِ و نم هآلو هلَيع
تَمش خَلْفَه، فَسال الاسقُف عنْهم. فَقَالُوا: هذَا ابن عمه وصهره وأبو وِلْدِه واحب الخَلْق إلَيه عل بن ابِ طالبٍ.
نْدَهالنَّاسِ ع زعا هو نَتُهةُ ابمةُ فَاطارِيالج ذِههو .هإلَي الخَلْق ِبحا نما مهو لع نم هنَتنا ابفْلانِ ابّهذَانِ الطو
قَلْبِه َإل مهبقْراو.

نم هتبِخاص اءنْظُروا قَدْ جا :ملَه قالو سيحدِ المبعِدِ ويالسبِ واقالع َإل قُفسالا فَنَظَر

Now, try to get out of this dangerous situation and save your future with cleverness. O Christian people, I
can see illuminated faces to whom everyone resorts for the removing of mountains, God will remove that
mountain from one place to another. If you are ready for mutual cursing with them, you will certainly



perish and there will be no Christian on the earth till the Day of Judgment!

Hearing the words of their chief priest, the delegation of Najran Christians came to the conclusion that
they should end the matter peacefully. Hence, they said: O Abu-al-Qasim! We have decided not to have
mutual cursing with you. So you shall have your religion and we shall have our religion. The Messenger
of Allah said: You have to embrace Islam so that you will share profit and loss with Muslims. They
disagreed.

The Holy Prophet (S) said: Therefore, be prepared for fighting. They said: We are not able to fight
Arabs. Nevertheless, we will compromise with you in a way that you will not attack us, nor will you stop
us from practicing our religion. In return, we will promise to pay two thousand garments, each garment
being equal to forty Dirhams, each year and if it is less than it a year, we will make it up the following
year, that is, one thousand garments in the month of Safar and one thousand in the month of Rajab. In
addition to this, we will offer you thirty armors each year.

The Messenger of Allah accepted their request, saying: By God in whose Hand my life is, if the
Christians of Najran embarked on mutual cursing, they would certainly perish; they would be transformed
into pigs and monkeys; a blazing fire would engulf them so much so that it would burn the birds on
branches and in the sky; all the Christians of Najran would perish and all the Christians on the earth
would be annihilated.

The reason the aforementioned verse was recited is that God Almighty has considered Muhammad’s life
as ‘Ali’s life and ‘Ali’s life as Muhammad’s life.22

ۇلْدِه واهله ليباهل بِهِم واثقاً بِحقّه. واله ما جاء بِهِم وهو يتَخَوف الحجةَ علَيه فَاحذَروا مباهلَتَه. واله لَولا مانَةُ
ّى إنارالنَّص شَرعا مي .منْفُسوا لاتَوارو مبِلادِك َوا إلجِعارو مَنيب قتَّفا يم َلع وهحالص نلو ،لَه تلَمسلا رصقَي
رانضِ نَصرالا هجو َلع َقبلا يوا وَلفَتَه لُوها فَلا تُباهبِه زالَهلا هانم نم لابج زيلأنْ ي هال شَاء وهاً لَوى ۇجرلا
إلَ يوم القيامة. فَقَالُوا: يا ابا القَاسم راينا أنْ لا نُباهلَكَ وانْ نُقركَ علَ دِينكَ ونَثْبت علَ دِيننا. قَال: فَإذْ ابيتُم المباهلَةَ
فَاسلموا ين لَم ما للْمسلمين وعلَيم ما علَيهِم. فَابوا. قَال: فَإنّ اناجِزكم. فَقَالُوا: ما لَنا بِحربِ العربِ طاقَةٌ،
لَّةح لةُ كيمق لَّةح َألْف عام لكَ كإلَي ِيدأنْ نُو َلنا عدِين ننا عدلا تَرلا تُخيفَنا ونا ووتَغْز أنْ لا َلكَ عحنُصال نَلو
أربعونَ دِرهماً، فَما زَاد أو نَقُص فَبِالحسابِ، ألْف ف صفَر وألْف ف رجبٍ، وثَلاثين دِرعاً عارِيةً من حديدٍ.
خَنازِيرةً ودرخوا قسنوا لَملاع لَورانَ ونَج لأه َلدا علاكُ قَدْ باله ،دِهبِي الَّذِي نَفْسو :قالكَ وذَل َلع مهفَصالَح
َلع لوالح ا حاللمرِ وؤوسِ الشَّجر َلع رالطَّي َّتح لَههارانَ ونَج هال لصتَالاسنَاراً، و هِملَيالوادِي ع مطَرلاضو
هلَيع لع نَفْس ه هآلو هلَيع هال َّلدٍ صمحم نَفْس ةالآي ذِهه ف َتَعال هال لعقَدْ جوا. وَله َّتح هِمّلى كالنَّصار
منْفُسانَا ونْفُساو? :قَال ثيح لامالس?.

Love for ‘Ali, a Must

God Almighty states:



“say: I do not ask of you any reward for it but love for my near relatives” (42:24).

Beyond doubt, Imam ‘Ali (a.s) is the master of the Household of the Holy Prophet (S) and a near
relative.23 Ahmad ibn Hanbal in a narration recounts that the Messenger of Allah having the hands of
Hasan and Husayn in his hand said: Whoever has the love for me, for my two sons, and for their parents
in heart, will be near me in paradise on the Day of Judgment.24 Ahmad ibn Hanbal has quoted Zarr ibn
Habish as saying: ‘Ali said: By God, the Messenger of Allah informed me of the divine covenant to the
effect that hypocrisy is the sign of enmity with you and faith is the sign of love for you. Hence no one is
my enemy unless he is hypocrite, and no one loves me unless he is a believer.25

Ahmad ibn Hanbal has reported Abd al-Rahman ibn Abi-Layla as saying: On the day of Khaybar, the
Messenger of Allah said: I will give the banner of Islam to a man who loves Allah and His messenger,
and Allah and His messenger too love him. He is a champion who has never turned his back on war and
kills the ill-fated enemies of Islam with his sword.

The Holy Prophet’s companions, who were longing for this honor, looked at the face of the Messenger of
Allah but soon they became desperate, for this honor was given to ‘Ali.26 The Holy Prophet (S) has been
quoted by Hudhayfah as saying: Whoever wishes to resort to a ruby God created and said “be” and it
“was”, has to accept the imamate of ‘Ali ibn Abi-Talib after me and to obey him.27

Abdullah ibn Masud has been reported as saying: the Messenger of Allah had come to the house of
Ummu-Salamah from the house of Zaynab bint Jahsh when someone knocked the door. The
Messenger of Allah said: Ummu-Salamah, go and open the door. Ummu-Salamah said: O Messenger
of Allah! Who is at the door and how high is his position that I should welcome him without Hijab (veil)
given that verses were revealed about me yesterday? The Messenger of Allah said: Obey my order, for
to obey me is to obey Allah and to disobey me is to disobey Allah. The man who is asking for permission
to come in, is not a man of feeble will or reckless. He will not enter the house unless he knows no
woman is on his way. He loves Allah and His messenger and Allah and His messenger too love him.

هتدومو هتبحۇجوبِ م ف:

دُ فموى أحرو .بِدُ ذَوي القُريس يننموالم يرأمو ?.بالْقُر ةَ فدوالْم لاراً اجا هلَيع مُلاسا لا قُل? :َتَعال هال قَال
مسنَدِه أنَّ رسول اله صلَّ اله علَيه وآله أخَذَ بِيدِ الحسن والحسين وقال: من احبن واحب هذَين واباهما وامهما
هال ولسر َلهِدَ اا عمم إنَّه هالو :لع قَال :شٍ قَاليبح ندِ بزَي ننَدِ: عسالم نمو .ةاميالق موي تجرد ف عانَ مك
نموم إلا نبحلا يو قنَافم إلا نضغبي لا هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص.

هال بحي لاجةَ غَداً رايالر نيطعلا :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال سولر قَال :قَال للَي ِبا نب حمندِ الربع نع :فيهو
هلَياً عيلطاها ععفَا هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِالنَّب ابحا أصلَه فارٍ. فَتَشَربِفَر ساراً لَيرك ولُهسرو هال هبحيو ولَهسرو



ها الخَلَقَه اقُوتِ الَّتالْي ةبكَ بِقَصستَمنْ يا بحا نم :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال سولر قَال :فَةَ قَالذَيح نعو .لامالس
.تَعالَ بِيدِه ثُم قَال لَها كون فَانَت، فَلْيتَول عل بن ابِ طَالبٍ من بعدِي

هلَيع هال َّلص هال ولسر جخَر :عودٍ قَالسم نب هدِ البع نع :بِ الخَوارِزْمناقتابِ مكو هيخالَو نتابِ ابك نمو
.لَه افْتَحو ةَ قُوملَمس ما اي :فَقال .الباب فَدَق داق ةَ فَجاءلَمس ما يتب تا َّتشٍ ححبِنْتِ ج نَبتِ زَييب نم هآلو
قَالَت: فَقُلْت: ومن هذَا يا رسول اله الَّذِي بلَغَ من خَطَرِه انْ افْتَح الباب وأتَلَقَّاه بِمعاصم وقَدْ نَزلَت ف بِالامسِ
آيات كتـَابِ اله تَعالَ؟ فَقَـال: يـا ام سلَمةَ إنَّ طَاعةَ الرسولِ طَاعةُ اله وإنَّ معصيةَ الرسولِ

Ummu-Salamah says: I opened the door but he held the door post and stopped where he was. I went
inside the room and behind curtain. Being sure there was no one on his way, he came to the presence
of the Holy Prophet and greeted him. The Messenger of Allah said: O Ummu-Salamah, did you know
him. I said: Yes, he is ‘Ali ibn Abi-Talib. Then, he said: His temperament is my temperament, his flesh,
his blood, and all the dimensions of his existence come from my existence. He is the one who will act to
what I have promised. Listen to this and be a witness of it. O Ummu-Salamah, he is the treasure of my
knowledge and the leader of the believers after me.

Then, he said: Listen to me and be a witness. He will fight the deviators, Muawiyah and his followers,
and Khawarij after me. By God, he will enliven my tradition. Again listen to me and be a witness. Then,
the Messenger of Allah said: If a servant worships Allah between Rukn and Maqam for thousands of
thousands years, and then passes away while being an enemy of ‘Ali, God will throw him into hell on
face and he will be in the abyss of hell forever.28

The Messenger of Allah has been quoted by Muadh as saying: Love for ‘Ali ibn Abi-Talib is a good deed
with which a sin is forgivable and enmity with him is a sin unforgivable. 29 Ibn Masud has been quoted
as saying: Love for Ahl al-Bayt for one day is better than a year of worship and one who passes away
with this one-day-love will certainly enter paradise.30

The Messenger of Allah has been quoted by Abu-Dharr as saying: ‘Ali is the gate of my knowledge and
guidance which is opened to its devotees. He will express to my Ummah what I have been
commissioned to convey. Love for him is faith, enmity with him is hypocrisy and friendship with him is
worship.31 The Holy Prophet (S) has been quoted by Jabir as saying: Gabriel came down to me while
he was holding a green tablet in hand with an inscription in white reading: I have made the love for ‘Ali
ibn Abi-Talib incumbent upon all creatures. Therefore, o prophet, convey it to the whole people.32

بحي وهاً، وسح عمسي لا َّتح نْزِلام دْخُليانَ لا كمخَرِقٍ، و لا بِنَزِقٍ و سلَي لاجابِ لَرنَّ بِالباو ،جلو زع هةُ اليصعم
ولُهسرو هال هبحيو ولَهسرو هال.

َلع لَّمس ثُم خَلوِطْئاً د عمسي ا لَمفَلَم .دْرالخ خَلْتد َّتح تجِى ابِ ثُمالب َتضادخَذَ بِعفَا ابالب تفَفَتَح :قَالَت



،خا وه :بٍ. قَالطَال ِبا نب لذَا عه ،منَع :ذَا؟ قُلته ينرِفتَعةَ، الَمس ما اي :قَال ثُم هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هولِ السر
محبتُه محبت ولَحمه لَحم ودمه دم. يا ام سلَمةَ، هذَا قَاض عدَات بعدِي فَاسمع واشْهدِي. يا ام سلَمةَ، هذَا عيبةُ
ودِي. هاشْهو عمدِي فَاسعب نم ينارِقالْمو ينطالْقَاسو ينثالنَّاك لقَات ودِي. هاشْهو عمدِي فَاسعب نم ِيلوو لْمع
هال لَق ثُم قَامالْمو نكالر نيب املْفِ عدَ اعب نم امع لْفا هدَ البداً عبنَّ عا دِي. لَواشْهو عمفَاس نَّتس ِيحم هالو
نَّمهنَارِ ج ف هينْخَرم َلع هال هبَل لعضاً لغبم.

رتَض نَةٌ لاسبٍ حطال ِبا نب لع بح :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال سولر قَال :عاذٍ قَالم نسِ عودرتابِ الفك نمو
.معها سيِىةٌ وبغْضه سيِىةٌ لا تَنْفَع معها حسنَةٌ

نع ٍذَر ِبا نع :نْهمنَّةَ. والج خَلد هلَيع اتم نمو ،نَةس ةبادع نم رماً خَيودٍ يمحآلِ م بودٍ: حعسم ناب نع :نْهمو
،فاقن هغْضبانٌ وإيم هبدِي. حعب نم بِه لْتسرا ام تملا ِنيبمو ِدْيهو لْمع باب لع :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِالنَّب
هلَيع هال َّلص هال سولر قَال :ابِرٍ قَالج نع :لخَوارِزْمبِ لناقتابِ المك نمةٌ. وبادع تُهدومفَةٌ، وار هإلَي النَّظَرو
وآله: جاءن جِبريل علَيه السلام من عنْدِ اله عز وجل بِورقَة آسٍ خَضراء متُوب فيها بِبياضٍ: إنّ إفْتَرضت محبةَ
ّنكَ عذَل مغْهّلةً؛ فَبامع خَلْق َلبٍ عطال ِبا نب لع.

The Messenger of Allah has been quoted by Ibn Abbas as saying: God would have never created Hell if
all people had had love for ‘Ali.33 The Holy Prophet (S) has been reported as saying: O ‘Ali, if a servant
worship God like Noah, gives away gold as heavy as Mount Uhud, lives so long as to go on Hajj
pilgrimage on foot a thousand times, and is killed innocent between Mount Safa and Mount Marwah but
does not accept your imamate and leadership, he will not deserve to go to paradise.34 A man said to
Salman: Your extreme friendship with ‘Ali is amazing! Salman said: I heard the Messenger of Allah
saying: Whoever loves ‘Ali loves me and whoever is hostile to ‘Ali is hostile to me too.35

The Messenger of Allah has been quoted by Abdullah ibn Umar as saying: Whoever loves ‘Ali God
Almighty will accept his prayer, fast and good deeds and will answer his prayer. Whoever loves ‘Ali he
will be given cities in paradise as many as the number of his veins. Whoever has love for the family of
Muhammad will be safe from hard reckoning, the Balance and the Discriminating Bridge on the Day of
Judgment. Whoever passes away with the love for the family of Muhammad will join prophets in
paradise with my intercession. Then he said: Let it be known to you that whoever is the enemy of the
family of prophet, there will be an inscription between his eyes reading: This person is deprived of God’s
mercy.36

The Holy Prophet (S) has been reported by Abdullah ibn Masud as saying: Whoever believes in me and
what has been revealed to me but is the enemy of ‘Ali, he is lying and has no faith.37

The Messenger of Allah has been quoted by Abi- Barza as saying: By God in whose Hand my life is, no
one can move on the Day of Judgment unless he is asked about four things: How his life was spent,
what his body was worn out for, where his wealth was gained from, and what his wealth was spent on as



well as the love for Ahl al-Bayt. At this time Umar rose up saying: What is the sign of your love? Putting
his hand on ‘Ali’s head, the Holy Prophet said: Love for this great man after my passing away, for to
obey him is to obey me and to oppose him is to oppose me.38

ومنْه: عن ابن عباسٍ قَال: قَال رسول اله صلَّ اله علَيه وآله: لَوِ اجتَمع النَّاس علَ حبِ عل بن ابِ طالبٍ لَما
النَّار لجو زع هال خَلَق.

ومنْه: قَال قَال رسول اله صلَّ اله علَيه وآله: يا عل لَو انَّ عبداً عبدَ اله عز وجل مثْل ما اقام نُوح ف قَومه وكانَ
لَه مثْل جبل احدٍ ذَهب فَانْفَقَه ف سبيل اله ومدَّ ف عمرِه حتَّ حج الْف عام علَ قَدَميه ثُم قُتل بين الصفَا والْمروةَ
تعمس :قَال !لعكَ لبشَدَّ حا الْمانَ: مسل لجر قالدْخُلْها. وي لَمو نَّةةَ الجحائر شُمي لَم لا عكَ يالوي لَم ظْلوماً ثُمم
نغَضباً فَقَدْ ايلع غَضبا نمو ،نبحاً فَقَدْ ايلع بحا نم :قولي هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال ولسر.

هاميقو هاميصو لاتَهص نْهع هال اً قَبِليلع بحا نم :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال سولر قَال :قَال رمع ناب نع :نْهمو
نم نمدٍ امحم آل بحا نملا وا .نَّةالج دِينَةً فم هدَنب قٍ فرع لِب هال طَاهعاً ايلع بحا نمو لاا .هاءعد ابتَجاسو
آل غَضبا نمو لاا .نْبِياءالا عم نَّةبِالج يلُهفنا كدٍ فَامحآلِ م ِبح َلع اتم نمو لاا .راطالصانِ ويزالْمابِ وسالح
هال ولسر تعمس :ودٍ قَالعسم نب هدِ البع نعو .هال ةمحر نم آيِس :هنَييع نيتُوباً بم ةاميالْق موي اءدٍ جمحم
نموبِم سلَي اذِبك واً فَهيلع ضغبي وهو بِه تا جِىبِمو ِب نآم نَّها مزَع نم :قولي هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص.

ولزي لا دِهبِي الَّذِي نَفْسو :موي ذَات لُوسج ننَحو قُولي هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال ولسر تعمس :ةَ قَالدرب ِبا نعو
مم هالم نعو هلابا يمف دِهسج نعو فْنَاها يمف رِهمع نع :عبرا نع َتَعالكَ وارتَب هال لَهاسي َّتح ةيامالق مودٍ يبع قَدَم
َلع دَهي عضفَو :؟ قَالمدِكعب نم مِبةُ حا آيالخَطَّابِ: فَم نب رمع لَه تِ. فَقاليالْب لهِنَا ابح نعو نْفَقَها يمفو هبتَساك
.راسِ عل علَيه السلام وهو إلَ جانبِه فَقال: إنَّ حبِ من بعدِي حب هذَا

Abdullah ibn Umar has reported: The Messenger of Allah was asked: In what tone did the Almighty God
speak to you on the night of ascension (Mi’raj)? The Holy Prophet said: He addressed me in the tone of
‘Ali! At that time, I was inspired to ask: O Lord, are you speaking to me or it is ‘Ali who is speaking to
me? God said: O Ahmad! My truth is different from that of other things! I can neither be compared with
people nor am I described with similar things! I created you from my light and ‘Ali from your light.
Thereafter, I became aware of the secret of your heart, finding out there was no one closer and more
beloved to your heart than ‘Ali. Hence, I addressed you in the tone of ‘Ali so that your heart will be put at
rest in this assembly of friendship.39

The Messenger of Allah has been reported by Abi- Baraza and Hafiz Abu-Abdullah Shafi’i as saying:
God Almighty took a solemn pledge from me about the position of ‘Ali in fulfilling my mission. I said: O
Lord, what is that important mission? God said: Listen! I said: I am prepared. God said: ‘Ali is the
standard-bearer of guidance, the leader of the saints and the light of the devoted ones. He is the word



rendered necessary for the pious. Whoever loves ‘Ali loves me and whoever is his enemy is my enemy!
O prophet! Give these good tidings to him. At this time ‘Ali came to me and I conveyed this good news to
him.

‘Ali said: O Messenger of Allah! I am the servant of Allah and under His power. If God punishes me, it is
but for sin and disobedience, and if He has given the good news about me, He has honored me with His
Grace. At this time, I raised my hand in prayer, saying: O Lord! Illuminate his heart with belief. God
Almighty answered my prayer about him, saying: I will fulfill what you have wished for him. Then God
informed me about the trials which will not befall my companions except him. Then I said: O Lord! Is he
my brother and helper? God said: This position had been foreseen before you knew about it, for he has
been a subject of my test and I will test people with his position.40

The Messenger of Allah has been quoted by Ammar ibn Yasir as saying: I advise to believe in the
imamate of ‘Ali ibn Abi-Talib one who believes in me and accepts my prophethood, for whoever accepts
his imamate, has accepted my imamate and prophethood. Whoever believes in my Wilayah will enter
the Wilayah of Allah, and Allah is pleased with him.41

وعن عبدِ اله بن عمر قَال: سمعت رسول اله صلَّ اله علَيه وآله وقَدْ سئل بِايِ لُغَة خَاطَبكَ ربكَ لَيلَةَ الْمعراج؟
لا ءَنَا شدُ امحا اي :؟ فَقاللع ما نْتا تَنخَاطَب ،ِبا ري :نْ قُلتا نملْهبٍ، فَاطال ِبا نب لع بِلُغَة نخَاطَب :فَقال
كالاشْياء، لا اقَاس بِالنَّاسِ ولا اوصف بِالاشْباه. خَلَقْتُكَ من نُورِي وخَلَقْت علياً من نُورِكَ، فَاطَّلَعت علَ سرائرِ قَلْبِكَ
.فَلَم اجِدْ إلَ قَلْبِكَ احب من عل بن ابِ طالبٍ، فَخَاطَبتُكَ بِلسانه كيما يطْمئن قَلْبكَ

هلَيع هال َّلص هال سولر قَال :ةَ قَالدرب ِبا نع نادِهبِإس عالشَّاف هدِ البع ِبا ظافلْحبِ لةُ الطَّالفايتابِ كك نمو
وآله: إنَّ اله عهِدَ الَ عهداً ف عل، فَقُلْت: يا ربِ بيِنْه ل؟ فَقال: إسمع. فَقُلْت: سمعت. فَقال: إنَّ علياً رايةُ الْهدَى
هرّشفَب ،نغَضبا هغَضبا نمو نبحا هبحا نم .ينتَّقا الْمتُهملْزا ةُ الَّتملال وهو ،نطَاعا نم نُورو اءيلوالا امإمو
.بِذَلكَ

هفَال بِه تَنشَّرالَّذِي ب متإنْ يو ،ِفَبِذُنُوب نذِّبعنْ يفَا .هتضقَب فو هدُ البأنَا ع ،هال سولا ري :فَقال .تُهشَّرفَب لع اءفَج
أنَّه َلا فَعر إنَّه كَ. ثُمذَل بِه لْتقَدْ فَع :جلو زع هال انَ. فَقالالإيم هبِيعر لعاجو هقَلْب لإج ماللَّه :فَقُلْت :قَال .ِب َلوا
سيخُصه من البلاء بِشَء لَم يخُص بِه احداً من اصحابِ. فَقُلْت: يا ربِ، اخ وصاحبِ. فَقال: إنَّ هذَا شَء قَدْ
ِب نآم نم وصا :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال سولر قَال :رٍ قَالياس نارِ بمع نعو .بِه تَلبمو تَلبم إنَّه .قبس
جلو زع هال َّلفَقَدْ تَو نلاتَو نمو نلافَقَدْ تَو هلاتَو نم .لامالس هلَيبٍ عطال ِبا نب لع ةيبِوِلا دَّقَنصو.

Abu-Alqamah has reported: The Messenger of Allah performed his morning prayer in the gathering of
his companions and turning to them, said: O companions! Last night, I dreamt of my uncle, Hamzah, and
my brother, Jafar, with a big tray of fruits before them. They were eating the fruits which were from the
tree “Sadr.” Then the fruits turned into grapes and after some moments into dates. I went near them,



saying: May my father be ransom for you. Which good deed did you find better? They said: May our
parents be ransom for you. Among good deeds we did not find but three deeds, namely, sending
greeting upon you, quenching a thirsty person and keeping the love of ‘Ali ibn Abi-Talib in our hearts.42

The Messenger of Allah has been reported as saying: God Almighty takes pride in my followers as
compared to followers of other prophets, forgives you all and has a special favor towards ‘Ali. Surely, I
am the Messenger of Allah to you all. I neither intimidate people about my tribe nor support them unduly.
What I say comes from my Lord who has given me this mission and I have to convey it. Gabriel, the
Messenger of Allah says to me: Happy is one who loves ‘Ali both during his life and after his passing
away. Ill-fated is one who is the enemy of ‘Ali both during his life and after his passing away, and has
his rancor in his heart.43

Abdullah Ibn Abbas who had lost his sight, accompanied by Said ibn Jubayr, passed by the well of
Zamzam where a group of people from Syria were cursing ‘Ali. Hearing this, Abdullah said: Take me
back to those people. Being among them, Abdullah said: Which one of you curses God? They said: God
forbid. None of us curses God! Then, he asked: Which one of you curses the Messenger of Allah? They
said: God forbid! We never curse our prophet.

Then, he asked: Which one of you curses ‘Ali? They said: Yes, we curse ‘Ali! Ibn Abbas said: I bear
witness that I heard the Messenger of Allah saying to ‘Ali: O ‘Ali! Whoever curses you, has cursed me
and whoever curses me, has cursed Allah! Whoever curses Allah, He will throw him into hell on face!
Said reports: Ibn Abbas said this to them, turned his back from them and left the place.44

The Messenger of Allah has been reported by Anas as saying: On the night journey, I saw an angel
sitting on a pulpit of light with other angels gathering round him. I said to Gabriel: Who is this angel?

Gabriel said: see him from close and greet him. I went close and greeted him. I found out that he was
my brother and cousin, ‘Ali ibn Abi-Talib. I asked amazingly: Has ‘Ali come to the fourth heaven before
me? Gabriel said: No, but since angels were fond of seeing ‘Ali, God created an angel of light in the form
of ‘Ali. While glorifying Allah, angels go to visit him seventy thousand times every Friday night and day
and the reward is offered to those who love ‘Ali ibn Abi-Talib.45

رعاشم :نَا فَقالإلَي الْتَفَت ثُم .حبالص هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِبِنا النَّب َّلص :ةَ قَاللْقَمع ِبا نبِ: عناقالم نمو
اصحابِ، رايت البارِحةَ عم حمزةَ بن عبدِ الْمطَّلبِ واخ جعفَر بن ابِ طَالبٍ وبين ايدِيهِما طَبق من تين، فَاكلا
يا! انْتُما ِببِا :قُلْتا ومنْهم تةً. فَدَنَواعلا سكطَباً، فَار نَبالع لوتَح ةً، ثُماعلا سكنَباً، فَاع ينّالت لوتَح ةً ثُماعس
لع بحو اءالْم ْقسكَ ولَيةَ علاالِ الصمعالا لفْضدْنَا اجاتِ! وهمالاو اءنَاكَ بِالآبفَدَي :؟ قَالالفْضا ادْتُمجالِ ومعالا
بن ابِ طَالبٍ. قَال: قَال رسول اله صلَّ اله علَيه وآله: إنَّ اله عز وجل باه بِم وغَفَر لَم عامةً ولعل خَاصةً.
وإنّ رسول اله إلَيم غَير هائبٍ لقَوم ولا محابٍ لقَرابت. هذَا جِبرِيل يخْبِرنّ انَّ السعيدَ كل السعيدِ من احب علياً
هتودَ معبو هاتيح اً فيلع غَضبا نم الشَّق لك نَّ الشَّقاو ،هتودَ معبو هاتيح ف.



مززَم فَّةص َلع رفَم ،هقُودرٍ ييبج نيدُ بعانَ سكاسٍ وبع نب هدِ البع نع :عالشَّاف ظلْحافبِ لةُ الطَّالفايتابِ كك نمو
ميا :فَقال هِملَيع قَففَو .هِملَيا ندرٍ: ريبج نعيدِ بسل فَقال .لامالس هلَياً عيلونَ عمشْتي الشَّام لها نم مفَإذَا قَو
هلَيع هال َّلص هولِ السرل ابالس ميفَا :قَال .هال بدٌ سحينَا اا فم !هانَ الحب؟ فَقَالُوا: س لجو زع هل ابالس
وآله؟ قَالُوا: سبحانَ اله! ما فينَا احدٌ سب رسول اله. قَال: فَايم الساب لعل بن ابِ طَالبٍ؟ قَالُوا: اما هذَا فَقَدْ
هلَيبٍ عطَال ِبا نب لعل قُولي ِقَلْب اهعوو ذُنَايا تْهعمس هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هولِ السر َلدُ عشْهفَا :انَ. قَالك
النَّارِ. ثُم ف هينْخَرم َلع هال هبكا هال بس نمو ،هال بفَقَدْ س نبس نمو ،نبكَ فَقَدْ سبس نم ،لا عي :لامالس
منْهع َّلتَو.

َلسٍ عاللَكٍ جذَا أنَا بِمفَا اءمالس َإل ِب رِيسلَةَ الَي ترِرم :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال سولر قَال :نَسٍ قَالا نع نْهمو
بِه دِقةُ تُحئلاالْمنُورٍ و نرٍ منْبم.

نب لع مع نابو خذا أنَا بِافَا هلَيع تلَّمسو تفَدَنَو .هلَيع مّلسو نْهنُ مدا :لَكُ؟ قَالذَا الْمه نم ،رِيلا جِبي :فَقُلْت
ابِ طَالبٍ علَيه السلام. فَقُلْت: يا جبرئيل، سبقَن عل إلَ السماء الرابِعة؟ فَقال ل: يا محمدُ، لا ولَن الْملائةَ
ةعمج مويو ةعمج لَةلَي لك ف هورةُ تَزئلافَالْم .لع ةورص َلنُورٍ ع نلَكَ مذَا الْمه هال فَخَلَق لعا لهبح تَش
لامالس هلَيع لع ِبحمل هدُونَ ثَوابهيو ونَهقَدِّسيو هونَ الِحبسةً يرم ألْف عينبس.

‘Ali, the Holy Qur’an, and the Truth are Inseparable

The Messenger of Allah has been reported by Abi-Layla as saying: Soon after my passing away,
mischief and sedition will occur among you people from every direction! At that time, do not leave ‘Ali
alone if you look for salvation, for he will distinguish between what is just and what is unjust. He will
remove the dust of injustice from justice.46

The Holy Prophet (S) has been quoted by Ibn Umar as saying: One who is deviated from the path of ‘Ali,
is deviated from my path. Such a person is deprived of guidance and the leadership of God Almighty.47

Abu-Ayyub Ansari reports: I heard the Messenger of Allah saying to Ammar ibn Yasir: The rebellious
group will kill you while you are with the truth and truth is with you! O Ammar! Should you see ‘Ali has
chosen a path but all people have chosen another path, leave the people to themselves and opt for the
path of ‘Ali, for ‘Ali’s path is not worrisome. He will not mislead you nor will he obstruct the path of truth
to you. O Ammar! If a person carries a sword on his shoulder to help ‘Ali and strikes it on the head of
enemy, God Almighty will honor him with a sword of pearl as a sign of pleasure and if a person carries a
sword on his shoulder to help ‘Ali’s enemies or fights him, God Almighty will hang a sword of fire on his
shoulders as a sign of wrath.48

The Messenger of Allah has been quoted by A’ishah as saying: Truth always accompanies ‘Ali and
keeps pace with ‘Ali whatever path he walks on.49 Ummu-Salamah reports: I heard from the Messenger
of Allah saying: Truth is with ‘Ali and ‘Ali is with truth. These two are not separable till the Day of



Judgment when they come to me at the Pond.50

ف انَّ الحق والْقُرآنَ ملازِمانِ لَه: من كتابِ المناقبِ: عن ابِ لَيلَ قَال: قَال رسول اله صلَّ اله علَيه وآله: ستَونُ
قَال :قَال رمع ناب نعو .لاطالْبو قالْح نيب وقالفَار بٍ؛ فَإنَّهطَال ِبا نب لوا عكَ فَالْتَزِمانَ ذَلتْنَةٌ، فَإذَا كدِي فعب نم
لجو زع هال قفَار قَنفَار نمو ،قَناً فَاريلع قفَار نم :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال سولر.

عم نْتاةُ، وياغةُ البىرٍ: تَقْتُلُكَ الفياس نارِ بمعل قُولي هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِالنَّب تعمس :قَال ِنْصارِيوبٍ الاأي ِبا نعو
لَن فَإنَّه ،النَّاس عدو لع علُكْ مفَاس هرادِياً غَيو لَكَ النَّاسسادِياً ولَكَ واً سيلع تياإذَا ر ارما عكَ. يعم قالْحو قالْح
ةاميالْق موي هال قَلَّدَه ِهدُوع َلاً عيلع عانَ بِهفاً ايتَقَلَّدَ س نم إنَّه ،ارما عي .دىه نكَ مخْرِجي لَنو دىر َلدُلَّكَ عي
.وِشَاحاً من درٍ، ومن تَقَلَّدَ سيفاً اعانَ بِه عدُو عل علَيه قَلَّدَه اله تَعالَ يوم الْقيامة وِشَاحاً من نَارٍ

The Holy Prophet (S) has been reported by A’ishah as saying: Truth is with ‘Ali and ‘Ali is with truth.
These two are inseparable. There is no separation between them till they come to me at the Pond.51

Ummah Salamah reports: I heard from the Messenger of Allah saying: ‘Ali and his followers will come to
me at the Pond while truth is with them and they are inseparable.52

Abi- Rafi reports: the Messenger of Allah said to me: O Abu-Rafi! What will be your position if you see a
group of injustice are fighting ‘Ali given that he is right and they are not right? Should a person desire
God’s pleasure, he must fight the enemies of ‘Ali, for fighting ‘Ali’s enemies is God’s order and His
pleasure. Therefore, whoever is able to fight must do so and attend the battlefield immediately. If he is
not physically able to do so, he must rise up against ‘Ali’s enemies verbally to undermine their success
and to disgrace them. Even if he is not able to do so, he must fight them with his heart. This is the last
stage of Jihad in the path of truth against his enemies.

Abu-Rafi reports: After hearing this advice, I said: O Messenger of Allah! Pray to God for me that if I live
till then, I will have the honor of fighting them. Eventually when people pledged their allegiance with
Imam ‘Ali, Muawiyah challenged him, and Talhah and Zubayr went to Basrah, I said to myself: They are
the same people about whom the Holy Prophet spoke.

Abu-Rafi decided to fight them. Hence, he sold the land he had in Khaybar and his house in Medina to
spend on fighting the enemies of ‘Ali. When ‘Ali left Medina for Basrah to put an end to the battle of
Jamal (camel), Abu-Rafi’ and his family accompanied ‘Ali to Basrah. He was in Kufah until the
martyrdom of Amir al-Mu’minin. Thereafter, he returned to Medina with Imam Hasan and since he had
neither land nor house in that city, Imam Hasan gave him a piece of land in Yanba from ‘Ali’s
endowment for farming as well as a house.53

In the battle of Jamal when Zayd ibn Sawhan was wounded, ‘Ali went to see him in the last moments of
his life, saying: O Zayd! May God bless you. By God, as far as I know you, you are an altruist, that is,
you ignore yourself but help others.



ما نعو .زَال ثيح هعم ولزي قالْح عم لعو لع عم قالْح :قَال هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال ولسشَةَ أنَّ رائع نعو
َلا عرِدي َّتح ولازي لَن قالْح عاً ميلعو لع عم قإنَّ الْح :قُولي هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال ولسر تعمس :ةَ قَالَتلَمس
الْحوض. وعن عائشَةَ: أنَّ رسول اله صلَّ اله علَيه وآله قَال: الْحق مع عل وعل مع الْحق ولَن يفْتَرِقَا حتَّ يرِدا
ضوالْح َلع.

لا مهعم قالْحو هاعشْياو ضوالْح لع رِدي :قُولي هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال ولسر تعمس :ةَ قَالَتلَمس ما نعو
فَارِقُونَهي.

َلع مهو قالْح َلع وهاً ويللُونَ عقَاتي مقَوو نْتا فيك عافا ربا اي :قَال هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِأنَّ النَّب عافر ِبا نعو
هانسبِل عتَطسي لَم نمو ،هانسبِل مدُهاهجفَي دِهبِي مهادجِه عتَطسي لَم نفَم ،مهادجِه هال قَّاً فونُ ح؟ يلاطالْب
عايا بفَلَم .هِمتَالق َلع نِيقَويو ينَنعنْ يا متُهكردإنْ ا ل هعُ الدا :لَه فَقُلْت :قَال .ءَكَ شذَل اءرو سلَي بِقَلْبِه مدُهاهجفَي
ولسر يهِمف قَال الَّذِين مالْقَو ءلاوه :قُلت ةرصالْب َإل ريبالزةُ وطَلْح ارسةُ واوِيعم خَالَفَهبٍ وطَال ِبا نب لع النَّاس
وِلْدِهو هلها يعمبِج لع عم جخَر ثُم لَدُهوو وا هى بِهقْوي دِينَةبِالْم هاردو رببِخَي هضراعَ افَب .هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال
هقْطَعفَا ،ارلا دو دِينَةبِالْم لَه ضرا لاو نسالح عم دِينَةالْم َإل جِعفَر .لامالس هلَيع لتُشْهِدَ عاس َّتح هعانَ مَف
.الحسن علَيه السلام ارضاً بِينْبع من صدَقَة عل واعطَاه داراً

هكَ المحر :فَقـال ـا بِهمل وهو هلَيع قَففَو ،قمر بِهو لامالس هلَيع لع تَاها لمالْج موانَ يحوص ندُ بزَي يبصا الَمو
ونَةعالْم يرثك نَةوالْم يفخَف فْتُكَ إلارا عم هالدُ، فَوـا زَيي.

Zayd raised his head, saying: O my master! May God bless you, too. By God, I have a feeling that you
know God truthfully and are fully aware of the divine verses and decrees. I swear by God that I did not
rise up against your enemies out of ignorance and bewilderment. The reason I am fighting along with
you is the words I heard from Hudhayfah ibn Yaman who reported the Messenger of Allah as saying: ‘Ali
is the leader of the benefactors and the killer of wrongdoers. God will help those who help him and
abase those who abase him. Beyond doubt, truth is always with ‘Ali. O you who follow truth! Never leave
him alone. Follow him in words and actions.54

Ummu-Salamah also reports: I heard the Messenger of Allah saying: ‘Ali is with the Qur’an and the
Qur’an is with ‘Ali. These two are inseparable till they come to me at the Pond.55

Whoever I Am the Master, ‘Ali Is His Master

The Messenger of Allah sent ‘Ali to Yemen to collect compromise money including cash, expensive
cloth, one fifth levies, and alms from the Christians of Najran and he himself left Medina for Mecca to
perform Hajj while Muslims too had announced their readiness for performing Hajj rituals from every part
with a notice in advance.



The departure time of the Holy Prophet was 25th of Dhu'l-Qa’dah. Concurrently, the Holy Prophet (S)
wrote a letter to ‘Ali to leave Yemen for Mecca but he had not specified the kind of Hajj. The Holy
Prophet put on the clothed of Ihram (i.e. putting on the uniform of Hajj) for Qiran (a form of the ritual Hajj)
and the companions too put on their clothes of Ihram in the same place. To meet the Holy Prophet, ‘Ali
too left Yemen for Mecca and went to the presence of the Messenger of Allah before the arrival of his
army men.

Rejoicing at seeing, the Holy Prophet said: With what intention did you put on the clothes of Ihram? ‘Ali
said: O Messenger of Allah, you had not specified the type of Hajj in the letter but my intention is the
same as yours. While putting on my clothes of Ihram, I said: O Lord, I put on the clothes of Ihram the
same as the Holy Prophet has done. I have brought thirty four camels with me. Being happy and saying:
Allah is the Greatest, the Holy Prophet said: I have brought sixty six camels with me too. Therefore you
will share the Hajj rituals and sacrifice with me. Some of the companions of the Holy Prophet had not
brought animals for sacrifice with them. Hence, the verse “Complete your Hajj and Umrah for Allah” was
revealed to determine their duties.

ا قَاتَلْتم هالارِفاً. وع هاتبِآيماً والع هبِال فْتُكَ إلارا عم هالفَو ،هكَ المحري لايوم نْتاو :قالو هسار هإلَي فَعفَر :قَال
:قُولي هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال ولسر تعمس :قُولي عنه هال ضانِ رمالْي نفَةَ بذَيح تعمس نَّنَلو ،لهج نكَ معم
هعيلُوا مفَم لاا ،هتَّبِعي هعم قإنَّ الْحو لاا .خَذَلَه نم خْذُولم ،هرنَص نم ورنْص؛ مةرالْفَج لقَاتو ةررالْب يرما لع.

َلا عرِدي َّتفْتَرِقَانِ حي لا هعآنُ مالْقُرآنِ والْقُر عم لع :قُولي هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِالنَّب تعمس :ةَ قَالَتلَمس ما نعو
ضوالْح.

هلاوم وه نم َلوم نَّهبِا نَص هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِنَّ النَّبا ف:

نانَ مرى نَجارنَص هلَيع افَقا وضِ مقَبل نمالي َإل لامالس هلَيع يننموالم يرأم هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال ولسر ثعب
الْحلَل والْعين والْخُمسِ وزَكاة الْيمن. وتَوجه النَّبِ صلَّ اله علَيه وآله وسلَّم إلَ الْحج ونَادى ف اقَاص بِلادِ
هلَيع يننموالم يرأم اتَبكو دَةذِي الْقَع نم ينقسٍ بخَمل لامالس هلَيع جخَرو .هِمعاضوم نم وجلْخُروا لزهفَتَج ملاالإس
السلام بِالتَّوجه إلَ الْحج من الْيمن ولَم يذْكر لَه نَوعَ الْحج الَّذِي قَدْ عزم علَيه. فَخَرج النَّبِ صلَّ اله علَيه وآله قَارِناً
للْحج بِسياقِ الْهدْيِ واحرم من ذِي الْحليفَة واحرم النَّاس معه، وخَرج أمير المومنين علَيه السلام من الْيمن. فَلَما
تَقَدَّمو .نمالْي طَرِيق نم لامالس هلَيع يننموالم يرا أمهبقَار دِينَةالْم طَرِيق نةَ مم هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِالنَّب بقَار
هلَيع ِالنَّب بِه رةَ، فَسم َلع فشْرقَدْ او هكردفَا هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِالنَّب قَاءلل شيالْج لامالس هلَيع يننموالم يرأم
.هولِ السلِ رلاإهك لالاإه ماللَّه :قُلْتكَ وتيبِن تين قَدْتكَ فَعللاهبِا َلا تُبَت إنَّكَ لَم :؟ فَقاللَلْتها بِم :قالو لامالس
ف شَرِي نْتادْنَةً وب ينّتستَّاً وأنَا س قْتقَدْ س ،ربكا هال :هال سولر دْنَةً. فقَالب ينثَلاثعاً وبردْنَ االْب عم قْتسو
حجِ ومنَاس وهدْيِ. وكانَ قَدْ خَرج مع النَّبِ علَيه السلام جماعةٌ من غَيرِ سياقِ هدْيٍ فَانْزل اله تَعالَ: ?واتموا
هةَ لرمالْعو جالْح?.



To explain this verse, the Holy Prophet put the fingers of his two hands together and showing them to
people said: I merged this type of Umrah with the Hajj and this merger continues till the Day of
Judgment. Then he said: I would not bring the animals for sacrifice with me if I had to perform what I
have been commissioned to do. Then he ordered a herald to declare that those who have not brought
animals for sacrifice with them get out of the state of Ihram and consider their Hajj as Tamattu, but those
who have brought animals for sacrifice with them remain in the state of Ihram.

With this order, some people obeyed the Holy Prophet’s instruction and some others disagreed, saying:
It is not fair that the Holy Prophet is in the state of Ihram while we can put on our new clothes, have
intercourse with our wives and wear perfume. Knowing this, the Holy Prophet said: I would have got out
of the state of Ihram, if I had not brought animals of sacrifice with me! At this time, some of the people
regretted what they had said and obeyed the Holy Prophet’s order.

Yet, a group of them headed by Umar ibn Khattab kept on opposing it. Being informed of their second
Ihram, the Holy Prophet sent for Umar, saying to him: Why do you remain in the state of Ihram? Have
you brought an animal for sacrifice? He said: No. the Holy Prophet said: Why are you opposing me
then? He said: By God, I will not come out of the state of Ihram as long as you are in it. The Holy
Prophet said: You will never believe in this order and keep on opposing it till the end of your life. Umar
persisted in this so much so that during his caliphate, he would sit in his pulpit, announcing his
opposition to this order of the Holy Prophet and would threaten people in giving it up.56

After completing Hajj rituals, the Messenger of Allah accompanied by Muslims left Mecca for Medina till
they reached a place called Ghadir Khum. At this time, the verse,

“O Messenger of Allah! Deliver what has been revealed to you from your Lord; and if you do it
not, then you have not delivered His message, and Allah will protect you from the people (5:67),”

was revealed to the Holy Prophet (S).

God knew that if the Holy Prophet passed by Ghadir Khum and did not stop there, people would be
dispersed and everyone would go to his own city. Although it was very hot, the Holy Prophet ordered
people to stop, to take a rest under the trees and to make a pulpit with camels’ saddles. He then ordered
people to get ready for congregational prayer.

:قَال ثُم .ةاميالْق موي َإل ‐ هابِعصا نيكَ بشَبذَا ‐ وه جالْح ةَ فرمالْع خَلْتد :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال سولر فقَال
لَوِ استَقْبلْت من امرِي ما استَدْبرت ما سقْت الْهدْي. ثُم امر منَادِيه ينَادِي: من لَم يسق منْم هدْياً فَلْيحل ولْيجعلْها
ضعب خَالَفو ضعطَاعَ بفَا .هامرإح َلع مقدْياً فَلْيه مْنم اقس نمةً. ورمع.

هلَيع ِالنَّب رْنفَا !ننَدَّهو اءسّالن بنَقْرو ابيّالث نَلْبِس ننَحو رغْبا ثشْعا هال ولسإنَّ ر :ينفخَالالْم ضعب قالو
مقَو عجفَر .لحدْياً فَلْيه قسي لَم نةً. فَمرما علْتُهعجو لَلْتحلا دْيالْه قْتس ّنا لالَو :قالو ينفخَالالْم َلع لامالس



وتَخَلَّف آخَرونَ منْهم عمر بن الْخَطَّابِ فَاستَدْعاه النَّبِ صلَّ اله علَيه وآله وقال لَه: ما اراكَ يا عمر إلا محرِماً!
لا هال سولا ري هالو :ل؟ِ فَقاللاحبِالا دْيالْه قسي لَم نم ترمقَدْ او لتُح لا مفَل :قَال .قسا لَم :دْياً؟ قَاله قْتسا
رهج َّتح ةتْعارِ الْمْنا َلع قَامذا اهفَل .وتتَم َّتا حبِه نمتُو إنَّكَ لَن :لامالس هلَيع ِالنَّب لَه فَقال .رِمحم نْتاو لَلْتحا
.بِذَلكَ علَ الْمنْبرِ ف ايام خلافَته وتَوعدَ علَيها

سلَيو غَدِيرِ خُم َإل لصو َّتح مينلسالم نم هعم نبِم دِينَةالْم َإل لحر جالْح هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِالنَّب ا قَضلَمو
نْزِلا اغْ مّلب ولسا الرهيا اي? :هلَيع لنَز ثيمونَ حلسالْمو وه لفَنَز ،عرالْمو يهف اءالْم دَمعولِ للنُّزل لُحصعاً يضوم
نْهع لإنْفَص زَ الْغَدِيراوإنْ تَج َتَعال هال لْمعالنَّاسِ.? ل نكَ ممصعي هالو الَتَهرِس لَّغْتا بفَم لتَفْع نْ لَماِكَ وبر نكَ ملَيا
عمبِج رماـا وتُهـا تَحم ـاتٍ فَقُمحبِدَو رمفَا ِرماً شَدِيدَ الْحوانَ يكو لامالس هلَيع ِالنَّب لفَنَز .مدِهبِلا َالنَّاسِ إل نم يرثك
هبش َلا عهعضوانِ وكَ الْمذَل الِ فِحالر

When the people gathered, the Holy Prophet went up the pulpit, called ‘Ali to come and stand near him,
praised the Lord and informed the people about the news of his departure from this world, saying: I have
been called by my Lord. Soon I will pass away and you will miss me. I am leaving among you two
valuable things: the book of Allah and my Household. If you adhere to them, you will never go astray.
They will never separate from one another until they come to me at the Pond.

Then with a loud voice said: Am I not superior to you? They all said: Yes, you are our guardian and you
rule on all aspects of our life! At this time, the Holy Prophet (S) raised the two arms of ‘Ali in a way his
armpit became manifest, saying: Whomever I am the master, ‘Ali is his master too! Then, raising his
hands in prayer, he said: O Lord, support one who supports ‘Ali and be the enemy of one who is his
enemy. Help one who helps ‘Ali and abase one who refuses to help him.

After delivering the sermon and conveying the message, the Holy Prophet came down from the pulpit,
performed two Rak’ah of prayer and since it was the time of noon prayer, he performed the noon prayer
with Muslims. He then sat in his camp and ordered to set up a camp for ‘Ali to sit in it. Then, he called on
all companions to come to ‘Ali to congratulate and salute him for his position as the successor of the
Messenger of Allah. Amid this, one rejoicing more than others was Umar ibn Khattab who said: May this
position be blessed to you now that you are my master and the master of all believing men and
women!57

Buraydah has been quoted as saying: The Messenger of Allah sent a group of the companions headed
by ‘Ali on a military expedition and I was among them too. After returning, the Holy Prophet asked us
about the behavior of ‘Ali. Among the gathering, the only one who complained of ‘Ali was me. When I
raised my head to look at the Holy Prophet’s face, I could see the sign of anger in his face! At this time
the Holy Prophet said: Whomever I am the master, ‘Ali is his master too.58

هال َّلدَ صعص ثُم .ِرالْح دَّةش نم هيقَدَم َلع اءِدشُدُّ الري مهثَركانَ اكوا وعتَمفَاج ،ةعامالْج ةلاى بِالصنَاد رِ ثُمنْبالْم
يتعد ّإن :قالو ةمالا َإل هنَفْس نَعلَغَ وباظَ وعوو هدَ المحو لامالس هلَيع يننموالم يرما اعدو رنْبالْم هآلو هلَيع



هال تَابلُّوا: كتَض لَن بِه تُمسنْ تَما ام ميف فّخَلم ّإنو .مرِكظْها نيب نم خُفُوق ّنانَ مقَدْ حو ،جِيبنْ اكُ اوشيو
وعتْرت اهل بيت، وإنَّهما لَن يفْتَرِقَا حتَّ يرِدا علَ الْحوض. ثُم نَادى بِاعلَ صوته: الَست اولَ منْم بِانْفُسم؟ قَالُوا:
.هلاوم لفَع هلاوم نْتك نا: فَمهِمطَيبا اضيب ئر َّتا حمهفَعفَر لامالس هلَيع لع عبخَذَ بِضقَدْ او ملَه فَقال .َلب
سزَالَتِ الشَّم ثُم .نتَيعكر َّلفَص لنَز ثُم .خَذَلَه نم اخْذُلو هرنَص نم رانْصو اهادع نادِ معو هالاو نالِ مو ماللَّه
لع َلدْخُلُوا عأنْ ي مينلسالم رما ثُم .ةمخَي ف هزَائبِا نْزِلنْ يا لامالس هلَياً عيلع رماو ةمخَي ف لنَزبِالنَّاسِ و َّلفَص
علَيه السلام فَوجاً فَوجاً ليهنُّوه ويسلّموا علَيه بِامرة الْمومنين، وكانَ ف من اطْنَب ف التَّهنىة عمر وقال: بخ بخ لَكَ
نَةمومو نموم لك َلومو يلاوم تحبصا لا عي.

:نَا قَالا قَدِمفَلَم ةرِيس ف هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال ولسثَنَا رعب :دَةَ قَاليرب ناب نع :لنْبح ندَ بمنَدُ أحستابِ مك نمو
كيف رايتُم صاحبم؟ يعن علياً علَيه السلام. فَانَا شَوتُه وشَاه غَيرِي. قَال: فَرفَعت راس وكنْت راجِلا مباباً
هيلو لفَع هيلو نْتك نم :قُولي وهو ههجو رمقَدْ إح لامالس هلَيع ِالنَّب تيافَر.

Imran ibn Hussayn has been reported as saying: the Messenger of Allah sent an army on a military
expedition under the command of ‘Ali. Following victory, ‘Ali chose a female slave for himself. This act
was heavy for us, so we disputed with him. We, four companions vowed to report this act of ‘Ali to the
Messenger of Allah. As it was usual with Muslims to go and visit the Messenger of Allah first and then go
to their houses, we too went directly to the Messenger of Allah and based on a previous agreement, one
of the four said: O Messenger of Allah, ‘Ali did such and such in this expedition and told him the whole
story.

Turning back his face, the Messenger of Allah said nothing. The second one started speaking but the
Messenger of Allah turned back his face again. The third and the fourth one too did the same and faced
the same scene. While anger could be seen in his face, the Messenger of Allah said: What on earth do
you want from ‘Ali?

He repeated it three times and then said: ‘Ali is from me and I am from ‘Ali. He is the leader of every
believer after me.59 The Holy Prophet has been reported as saying: Whomever I am the master, ‘Ali is
his master too.60 The Holy Prophet has also been quoted as saying: May Allah bless ‘Ali. O Lord!
Render the truth always with ‘Ali so that wherever he is the truth is with him too.61

After reporting the event of Ghadir Khum, the orator of Khawarizm adds: The Messenger of Allah raised
‘Ali’s arms in a way his armpit became manifest. At this time, the verse

“This day have I perfected for you your religion and completed my favor on you” (5:3)

was revealed to the Holy Prophet who rejoiced, said: Allah is the Greatest, and added: Religion has
became perfect today, God is pleased that I have conveyed the message and blessed us with the
leadership of ‘Ali over universe. He then raised his hands in prayer, saying: O Lord! Love those who love
‘Ali and be the enemy of one who is his enemy. Help one who helps him and abase one who leaves him
alone.62



Jabir has been quoted as saying: On the day of Ta’if, the Messenger of Allah called ‘Ali and spoke

to him privately. As the dialog prolonged, the people who were there said: How long his private words
with his cousin is! Rejecting what they said, the Messenger of Allah said: By God, I did not mean to
speak to him privately. It was God Almighty who was speaking to him privately, that is to say, God told
me to talk to him privately.63 Traditions supporting this fact are too many to be counted.

لع هِملَيع لمتَعاسشـاً ويج هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال ولسر ثعب :قَال نيصح نرانَ بمع نع :ِذِيمرّالت يححص نمو
هلَيع هال َّلص هولِ السابِ رحصا نةٌ معبراقَدَ اتَعو هلَيو عرْنةً فَاارِيج ابصفَا ةرِيالس ف ضبٍ فَمطَال ِبا نب
وآله فَقَالُوا: إذَا لَقينَا رسول اله صلَّ اله علَيه وآله اخْبرنَاه بِما صنَع عل. وكانَ المسلمونَ إذَا رجِعوا من سفَرٍ
بدَووا بِرسولِ اله صلَّ اله علَيه وآله فَسلَّموا علَيه ثُم انْصرفُوا إلَ رِحالهِم. فَلَما قَدِمتِ السرِيةُ سلَّموا علَ رسولِ
اله صلَّ اله علَيه وآله. فَقَام احدُ الاربعة فَقال: يا رسول اله، الَم تَر إلَ عل بن ابِ طالبٍ صنَع كذا وكذا؟
ضرعا، فَاهِمقَالَتم ثْلم فَقال ثالثَّال قَام ثُم .نْهع ضرعفَا ،هقَالَتم ثْلم فَقال الثَّان فَقَام .هال ولسر نْهع ضرعفَا
عنْه. ثُم قَام الرابِع فَقال مثْل ما قَالُوا، فَاقْبل رسول اله صلَّ اله علَيه وآله والْغَضب يعرف ف وجهِه فَقال: ما
.تُرِيدُونَ من عل؟ ما تُرِيدُونَ من عل؟ ما تُرِيدُونَ من عل؟ إنَّ علياً منّ وانَا منْه، وهو ول كل مومن بعدِي

فَخْر يبوى الخَطرو .ارد ثيح هعم قدِرِ الْحا ماً، اللَّهيلع هال محر :نْهمو .هلاوم لفَع هلاوم نْتك نم :هيححص نمو
لَم ثُم هطياضِ إبب َإل النَّاس نَظَر َّتها حفَعفَر لع عبخَذَ بِضا لامالس هلَيع ِأنَّ النَّبو غَدِيرٍ خُم ديثح خَوارِزْم
ربكا هال :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال سولر فقَال ?.تمعن ملَيع تمتْماو مَدِين مَل لْتمكا مواَلْي? :لنَز َّتفْتَرِقَا حي
علَ اكمالِ الدِّين واتْمام النّعمة ورِضا الربِ بِرِسالَت والْوِلاية لعل بن ابِ طَالبٍ. ثُم قَال: اللَّهم والِ من والاه وعادِ
خَذَلَه نم اخْذُلو هرنَص نم رانْصو اهادع نم.

فَقال .اهفِ فَانْتَجالطَّائ مواً ييلع هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال ولسا رعد :ابِرٍ قَالج نع :ِذِيمرّالتو ائالنَّس يححص نمو
النَّاس: لَقَدْ طَال نَجواه مع ابن عمه. فقَال رسول اله صلَّ اله علَيه وآله: ما أنَا انْتَجيتُه ولَن اله انْتَجاه. يعن أنَّ
صتُح لا دُّ وتُع ةٌ لايرثكَ كذَل ف ارالأخْبو .نرما هال

The Holy Prophet’s Appointment of Imam ‘Ali for the Next
Leadership

The Imamiyyah scholars and reporters have uninterruptedly narrated the Holy Prophet’s appointment,
due to a Divine command, of Imam ‘Ali being the next leader of Muslims after him. Scholars of other
Muslim sects have also mentioned a big deal of such traditions. Seeking briefness, I will hereinafter refer
to some of these reports and traditions. The Holy Prophet (S) has been reported by Jabir as saying:
When God Almighty created the heavens and the earth, He called them and they too responded to His
call. Then he offered to them my prophethood and ‘Ali’s Wilayah (leadership) and they accepted it. Later,
he created all the beings and entrusted religion to us. So happy is one who will follow us and wretched is



one who disobeys us. Then he said: It is we who consider what is permitted by God as Halal (lawful) and
what is not permitted by God as Haram (unlawful).64

Abu-Said Khidri has quoted Salman as saying: I said to the Messenger of Allah: There is a successor
for every prophet, who is your successor? The Messenger of Allah kept silent and did not say anything.
After some time, he called me and said: O Salman! I rushed to him saying: yes, O Messenger of Allah.
He said: Do you know who was the successor of Moses? I said: Yes, he was Yusha ibn Nun. He said:
Why? I said because he was the most knowledgeable of his time. He said: For this reason, my executer,
my confidential and the best person who will fulfill my pledges is ‘Ali ibn Abi-Talib.65

The Messenger of Allah has been quoted by Anas ibn Malik as saying in the book Al-Arba’in: I and ‘Ali
are two proofs of Allah for His servants.66 When the verse

“And warn your nearest relations” (26:214)

was revealed, the Messenger of Allah invited his nearest relations, the children of Abd al-Muttalib,
amounting to forty, to Abu-Talib’s house, ordered to prepare food for them from leg of mutton, one mudd
of wheat and a bowl of milk. Although each of them used to eat one mutton at a meal, and drink a
goatskin of water, they all ate and drank of what the Messenger of Allah had prepared yet nothing
dwindled. With this, the Messenger of Allah showed them his superiority and revealed the first sign of his
prophethood.

ف نَصِ النَّبِ صلَّ اله علَيه وآله علَ عل أميرِ المومنين علَيه السلام بِالْخلافَة بعدَه: تَواتَرتِ الإماميةُ علَ ذَلكَ
سولر قَال :ابِرٍ قَالج نع ى الخَوارِزْموصارِ. رالإخْت بِيلس َلع نْهفاً مطُر رنَذْك نثيراً، نَحئاً كشَي ورهمالْج نَقَلو
نب لةَ عيوِلاو تونُب هِنلَيع ضرفَع ،نَهبجفَا ناهعد ضرالااتِ واومالس ا خَلَقلَم هإنَّ ال :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال
نبِنَا. نَح شَق نم الشَّقدَ بِنَا وعس نيدُ معفَالس ،الدِّين رمنَا اإلَي ضفَوو الْخَلْق خَلَق ا، ثُممبٍ، فَقَبِلَتَاهطَال ِبا
هامرحونَ لِمرحالْمو هللاحلُّونَ لحالْم.

ومنْه: عن ابِ سعيدٍ الْخدْرِيِ عن سلْمانَ قَال: قُلت: يا رسول اله، لل نَبِ وص، فَمن وصيكَ؟ فَست عنّ. فَلَما
كانَ بعدُ رآن فَقال: يا سلْمانُ! فَاسرعت إلَيه قُلت: لَبيكَ. قَال: تَعلَم من وص موس؟ قُلت: نَعم! يوشَع بن نُونٍ.
قْضيو دَتع نْجِزدِي يعب هكتْرا نم رخَيِي ورس عضومو ِيصفَإنَّ و :ذٍ. قَالئموي مهلَمعانَ اك نَّهلا :؟ قُلتمل :قَال
.دين عل بن ابِ طَالبٍ

ادِهبع َلع هةُ الجح لعأنَا و :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال سولر قَال :كٍ قَالالم ننَسِ با نع عينبتابِ الأرك نمو.

ولَما نَزل قَولُه تَعالَ: ?وانْذِر عشيرتَكَ الاقْربِين? جمع خَاصةَ اهله وعشيرته وهم بنُو عبدِ الْمطَّلبِ ف دارِ ابِ طَالبٍ
لجانَ الرقَدْ كو ،ناللَّب ناعٌ مص مدُّ لَهعيو ِرالْب امطَع ندٍّ مم عم ذُ شَاةفَخ ملَه نَعصنْ يا رماو لاجر ينعبرانُوا اكو



ةالْجِذْع لكوفاً بِارعم منْهم

When they stopped eating, the Messenger of Allah turned to those present and said: O sons of Abd al-
Muttalib! God Almighty has appointed me as prophet to all people especially to you by saying “warn your
nearest relations.” I now invite you to two words which are easy to say but heavy to act. With these
words, you will rule over Arabs and non-Arabs, you will make various nations on the earth to follow you
to make them enjoy God’s blessing of entering the paradise and being saved from hell.

Those words are testifying the oneness of God and my prophethood. Whoever, accepts this call and
supports me will be my brother, executer, heir and vizier. From among the gathering, even a single
person did not respond him positively! Amir al-Mu’minin says: I was present in that gathering. Though I
was the youngest, I rose up and responded positively to his call, saying: O Messenger of Allah! I will
help you in this great task.

The Messenger of Allah said: O ‘Ali, calm down and take your seat. The Messenger of Allah repeated
his call but there was silence again. This time too, I rose up and repeated my words. The Messenger of
Allah gave me the same answer. For the third time, the Messenger of Allah repeated his call and faced
silence. Again I rose up and gave my positive response.

The Messenger of Allah ordered me to sit down with kindness, saying: ‘Ali, you are my executer, heir,
and caliph after me. Those who were present rose up to leave and mockingly turned to Abu-Talib and
said: May following your nephew and accepting his religion which has made your son your leader be
blessed to you!67

The Messenger of Allah has been reported by Abi- Buraydah as saying: Every prophet has an heir and
executer. ‘Ali too is my heir and executor.68 Anas reports: The Messenger of Allah said: O Anas! The
first person who comes to you is Amir al-Mu’minin, the master of Muslims, the leader of the benefactors
and the last executor! Anas reports: By hearing this word, I raised my hands in prayer, saying: O Lord!
Choose this man from Ansar and kept it in my heart while looking at the door. All of a sudden, ‘Ali
entered.

The Holy Prophet said: O Anas! Who is this person? I said: It is ‘Ali ibn Abi-Talib. Rejoicingly, the
Messenger of Allah rose up and hugged him. He then mixed the sweat of his own face with that of ‘Ali
and rubbed it on his face! ‘Ali said: O Messenger of Allah! Today you did to me what you had not done
before! The Holy Prophet said: Why should I not do it when you carry out my pledges, you have my
voice heard by people, solve their problem and settle their differences?69

،امنْقُصِ الطَّعي لَموا وشَبِع َّتيرِ حسكَ الْيذَل نا ملُّهةُ كاعملَتِ الْجكابِ. فَاالشَّر نم ِقبِ الزبِشُردٍ واحدٍ وقْعم ف
ةً فَقالخَاص مإلَي ثَنعبافَّةً وك الْخَلْق َإل ثَنعب هبِ، إنَّ الطَّلدِ الْمبع نا بي :قَال ثُم .هتوةَ نُبآي ملَه نيبكَ وبِذَل مهرهفَب
برا الْعونَ بِهِملانِ تَميزالْم ف نيلَتَيانِ ثَقسّالل َلع نيفَتَيخَف نتَيملك َإل موكعدنا ااو ?بِينقْرتَكَ الايرشع نْذِراو?



.هال ولسر ّناو هال إلا إلَه نْ لاةَ اادالنَّارِ: شَه نا منَ بِهِموتَنْجنَّةَ وا الْجتَدْخُلُونَ بِهِمو ممالا مَا لبِهِم تَنْقَادو مجالْعو
جِبي دِي. فَلَمعب نم يفَتخَلو ارِثوو ِيصوزِيرِي ووو خا ني بِه اميالْق َلع نازِرويرِ ومذَا الاه َإل نجِبي نفَم
سولا رأنَا ي :نَّاً فَقُلْتس مهغَرصنا إذْ ذَاكَ ااو هِمنيب نم هدَيي نيب تفَقُم :لامالس هلَيع يننموالم يرأم فَقال .منْهدٌ محا
.َولالا قَالَتم ثْلم قُلْتو تتُوا. فَقُممةً فَصيثَان مالْقَو َلع لالْقَو ادعا ثُم .سلإج :رِ. فَقالمذَا الاه َلكَ عازِروا هال
َلع هال سولا ركَ يازِروأنَا ا :قُلْتو تفٍ، فَقُمربِح منْهدٌ محا قنْطي ثَةً فَلَمثَال قَالَتَهم مالْقَو َلع ادعا ثُم .سلإج :فَقال
ِبيقُولُونَ لا مهو مالْقَو ضدِي. فَنَهعب نم يفَتخَلو ارِثوزِيرِي ووو ِيصوو خا نْتفَا سلإج :رِ. فَقالمذَا الاه
.طَالبٍ: ليهنكَ الْيوم إنْ دخَلْت ف دِين ابن اخيكَ، فَقَدْ جعل ابنَكَ اميراً علَيك

ومن كتابِ الْمناقبِ: عن ابن بريدَةَ قَال: قَال رسول اله صلَّ اله علَيه وآله: لل نَبِ وص ووارِث، وإنَّ علياً
ارِثوو ِيصو.

يننموالم يرابِ أمذَا الْبه نكَ ملَيع دْخُلي نم لوا ،نَسا اي :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال سولر قَال :نَسٍ قَالا نع :نْهمو
اءإذْ ج ،تُهتَمكارِ، ونْصالا نم لاجر لْهعاج ماللَّه :قُلت :قَال .ِينيصالْو خَاتَمو ينلجحالْم ِدُ الْغُرقَائو مينلسِدُ الميسو
فَقال رسول اله: من هذَا يا انَس؟

.هِهجو َلع لع هجو قرع حسميو لع هجو َلع هِهجو قرع حسمي لعج ثُم تَنَقَهراً فَاعشتَبسم فَقَام .لع :فَقُلْت
مهعمتُسو ّنِي عدتُو نْتاو ننَعما يمو :قَال .لقَب نم ِب تُهنَعا صئاً مشَي ِب تنَعلَقَدْ ص هال سولا ري :لع فَقال
صوت وتُبيِن لَهم ما اخْتَلَفُوا فيه من بعدِي. وروى ابو نَعيم الحافظُ أنَّ النَّبِ صلَّ اله علَيه وآله قَال لعل يوماً:
ينتَّقالْم امإمو مينلسِدِ الْميباً بِسحرم.

Abu-Naim reports: One day the Messenger of Allah said to ‘Ali: Hail to you, the master of Muslims and
the leader of the pious.70 The Messenger of Allah has been reported by Salman as saying: Verily, ‘Ali
ibn Abi-Talib is my brother, vizier, helper, and the best successor I leave behind me.71

Abi- Ayyub Ansari reports: When the Messenger of Allah fell sick, Lady Fatimah came to visit her father.
She sat near his bed and seeing her father feeble started weeping so much that the Messenger of Allah
tried to appease her by saying: O my daughter! One of the blessings of Allah to you is that I married you
to one who is the most knowledgeable and the most forbearing. Verily God Almighty with His infinite
knowledge did a favor to the people on the earth by appointing me as a prophet and did another favor by
choosing your husband. He revealed to me to marry you to ‘Ali and choose him as my executor.72

Daraqutni, the author of the book, al-Jarh wal-Tadil too has related the above narration.

Daraqutni, on the authority of his own series of narrators, has quoted Abu-Harun Abdi as saying: I met
Abu-Said Khidri asking him: Did you take part in the battle of Badr? He said: Yes, I did. I said: will you
not tell me something about what you heard from the Holy Prophet about ‘Ali’s merits and virtues? He
said: I will inform you of it. When the Messenger of Allah was improving from illness and Lady Fatimah



had come to visit him, I was sitting on the right side o f the Messenger of Allah. Seeing her father feeble,
Lady Fatimah started weeping! The Holy Prophet who was deeply impressed asked Fatimah about her
weeping. Lady Fatimah said: Dear father, I am afraid of living when I am not near you. The sworn
enemies of Islam may reveal their long-lasting cherished rancor!

To appease his daughter, the Prophet of Allah said: Do you not know that God Almighty with His infinite
knowledge did a favor to those living on the earth by appointing your father as a prophet and once again
did a favor to them by choosing your husband and revealed to me to marry you to him and then I
appointed him as my executer? O my daughter! Do you not know that your position with God is so great
that I married you to the most knowledgeable, the most forbearing and the foremost in Islam? Hearing
this, Lady Fatimah became happy, smiled and received her reward from her father.

خإنَّ ا :قُولي هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال ِنَب عمس أنَّه عنه هال ضر انَ الفَارِسلْمس نبِ: عناقتابِ الْمك نمو
.ووزِيرِي وخَير من اخْلُفُه بعدِي عل بن ابِ طَالبٍ

َّلص هولِ السا بِرم تاا رفَلَم .هودةُ تَعمفَاط تَتْهفَا هضرم رِضم هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِأنَّ النَّب وبيا ِبا نع :نْهمو
هلَيع هال َّلص هال ولسا رلَه ا. فَقالهخَدَّي َلع عالدَّم الس َّتح تفَب تربتَعفِ إسعالضدِ وهالْج نم هآلو هلَيع هال
َإل إطَّلَع َتَعال هلْماً. إنَّ الح هِمظَمعالْماً وع مثَرِهكالْماً وس هِمقْدَما نتُكِ مجاكِ زَويا هال ةامرةُ إنَّ لما فَاطي :هآلو
اهل الارضِ إطّلاعةً فَاخْتَارن منْهم فَبعثَن نَبِياً مرسلا، ثُم إطَّلَع إطّلاعةً فَاخْتَار منْهم بعلَكِ فَاوح اله إلَ انْ
.ازَوِجكِ إياه واتَّخذَه وصياً واخاً

.ورواه الدَّارقُطْن صاحب الجرح والتَّعديل أيضاً

:دْراً؟ فَقالب شَهِدْت له :لَه فَقُلْت دْرِييدٍ الْخعا سبا تتَيا :قَال ِدِيبونَ العاره ِبا نع هرِجال نع الدَّارقُطن نعو
نَعم. فَقُلْت: الا تُحدِّثُن بِشَء مما سمعتَه من رسولِ اله صلَّ اله علَيه وآله ف عل وفَضله. فَقال: بل، اخْبِركَ أنَّ
هودتَع لامها السلَيةُ عمفَاط هلَيع فَدَخَلَت هلَّتبِ عقع ف وها ونْهم وفةً عضرم رِضم هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال ولسر
دَتب َّتةُ حربا الْعفِ خَنَقَتْهعالض نم هولِ السا بِرم تاا رفَلَم .هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هولِ السر ينمي نع سالنا جاو
هلَيع هال َّلص هال ولسا رلَه ا. فَقالخَدِّه َلا عهوعمد

At this time, in order to inform Lady Fatimah of the abundant blessing God had given to Muhammad and
His household, the Messenger of Allah said: O Fatimah! ‘Ali has eight merits which are unique in
universe, namely, his belief in Allah and His messenger, his abundant knowledge, a wife like you, sons
like Hasan and Husayn, enjoying the good and forbidding the evil. O Fatimah! We are Ahl al-Bayt
endowed with six qualities which were not given to anyone in the former generations nor will be given to
future generations but to us. Our prophet is the best and he is your father. We have the best executer
and he is your husband. Our martyr is the best and he is the uncle of your father. Jafar Tayyar who flies



with two wings in paradise belongs to us. Two best sons of this Ummah are your sons. Mahdi behind
whom Jesus will perform prayer is from us too.

Then, the Messenger of Allah put his hand on Husayn’s shoulder and said: Mahdi of this Ummah will
come from this son of mine.73 The Holy Prophet has been quoted by Anas as saying: Verily, my friend,
my vizier, my helper, my successor and the best man who will survive me and carries out my orders is
‘Ali ibn Abi-Talib.74

The Messenger of Allah has been reported as saying: Gabriel came to me with his wings wide open. On
one wing there was the inscription: There is no God but Allah and Muhammad is His messenger, and
the other: There is no God but Allah and ‘Ali is the successor of His messenger.75

‘Ali, Amir al-Mu’minin

Ibn Abbas has been quoted as saying: When the Messenger of Allah had put his head on the lap of
Dihyah ibn Khalifah Kalbi in the courtyard of his house, ‘Ali entered, greeted him and said: In what state
is the Messenger of Allah? He said: He is now in good condition.

وآله: ما يبيكِ يا فَاطمةُ؟ قَالَت: اخْشَ الضيعةَ يا رسول اله. فَقال: يا فَاطمةُ اما علمتِ أنَّ اله إطَّلَع إلَ الارضِ
إطّلاعةً فَاخْتَار منْها اباك فَبعثَه نَبِياً، ثُم إطَّلَع ثَانيةً فَاخْتَار منْها بعلَكِ فَاوح إلَ فَانْحتُه إياكِ واتَّخَذْتُه وصياً. اما
ولسر ادرفَا .تشَرتَباسو تحلْماً. فَضس مهقْدَمالْماً وح مهثَركالْماً وع مهلَمعكِ اجاكِ زَوإي هال ةامرنَّكِ لتِ املع
اله أنْ يزِيدَها مزِيدَ الْخَيرِ كلّه الَّذِي قَسمه اله لمحمدٍ وآلِ محمدٍ فَقال لَها: يا فَاطمةُ، ولعل علَيه السلام ثَمانيةُ
هينَهوفِ ورعبِالْم هرماو نيسالْحو نسالْح طَاهبسو تُهجزَوو تُهمحو هولسرو هانٌ بِالـ: إيم بنَاقم نعاسٍ ـ يرضا
رِينالآخ ندٌ محا اهدْرِكي لَمو ينلوالا ندٌ محا اطَهعي الٍ لَمصخ تينَا سطعتٍ ايب لهةُ، إنَّا اما فَاطرِ. يْنالْم نع
غَيرنا: نَبِينَا خَير الانْبِياء وهو ابوكِ، ووصينَا خَير الاوصياء وهو بعلُكِ، وشَهِيدُنَا خَير الشُّهدَاء وهو حمزةُ عم ابِيكِ،
نيسبِ الْحْنم َلع برض ثُم .خَلْفَه يسع ّلصالَّذِي ي ةمالا ذِهه دِيهنَّا ممنَاكِ، وا ابمهو ةمالا ذِهطَا هبنَّا سمو
ةمالا دِيهذَا مه نم :فَقال.

نيد قْضدِي يعكُ بتْرا نم رخَيو يفَتخَلزِيرِي ووو يلإنَّ خَل :قَال هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِكٍ أنَّ النَّبالم ننَسِ با نعو
يلئربج تَانا :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال سولر قَال :بِ قَالناقالم نمو .لامالس هلَيبٍ عطَال ِبا نب لدِي ععوم نْجِزيو
هال إلا إلَه الآخَرِ: لا َلع تُوبمو .ِدٌ نَبمحم هال إلا إلَه لا :تُوبا ممدِهحا ذَا ففَا هينَاحج قَدْ نَشَرو لامالس هلَيع
يننمويرِ المبِأم هتخاطَبم ف .صالْو لع:

هساإذَا رالدَّارِ و نحص ف هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال ولسانَ رك :اسٍ قَالبع ناب نع :خْطَبِ خَوارِزْمبِ لاناقالم نم
هلَيع هال َّلص هال ولسر حبصا فيك، كلَيع ملاالس :فَقال لامالس هلَيع لع فَدَخَل ِلْبْيفَةَ الخَل نةَ بيرِ دِحجح ف
وآله؟ فَقال: بِخَيرٍ يا اخَا رسولِ اله. قَال لَه عل: جزاكَ اله عنَّا اهل الْبيتِ خَيراً. قَال لَه دِحيةُ: إنّ لاحبكَ وإنَّ



Imam ‘Ali answered, “May God reward you with a worthy rewarding on behalf of us, the people of the
Prophet’s House.” At this time, addressing ‘Ali, Dihyah Kalbi said: O ‘Ali! I like you and I have brought
you a praiseworthy salutation from God which I present to you. You are the commander of the believers,
the leader of graceful people and benefactors. You are the master of the sons of Adam except the
prophets! On the Day of Judgment, the banner of al-Hamd is in your hand. You and your followers along
with Muhammad and his followers will enter paradise with no delay. Salvation is for one who accepts
your leadership and the loser is one who disobeys you. The friends of Muhammad are your friends and
his enemies are your enemies who will never enjoy Muhammad’s intercession.

Then, he said: O you are chosen by God! Come close to me and put your cousin’s head on your lap.
After moment’s the Messenger of Allah took his head off ‘Ali’s lap and said: Whose voice was that? ‘Ali
told him the whole story. The Messenger of Allah said: The one speaking to you was not Dihyah Kalbi!
He was Gabriel who called you with the name God has chosen for you! It is Gabriel who has placed your
love in the hearts of the believers and your awe in the hearts of the unbelievers.76

Ibn Mardawayh on the authority of Buraydah reports: The Messenger of Allah ordered us to address ‘Ali
as the commander of the believers and say: Peace be to you, O Amir al-Mu’minin.77

Ibn Mardawayh on the authority of Abdullah reports: Once ‘Ali went to the Messenger of Allah while
A’ishah was with him. He took a seat between the Holy Prophet and A’ishah who protested by saying:
Did you not find any other place than my seat? Hearing this, the Messenger of Allah who had become
angry tapped her on the back and said: A’ishah! Calm down and stop bothering me with your snide
remark against my brother, ‘Ali, for he is Amir al-Mu’minin, the master of Muslims, the leader of the
graceful people. On the Day of Judgment he will sit on the Discriminating Bridge, will guide his followers
to paradise and his enemies to hell.78

Ibn Mardawayh on the authority of Rafi, the manumitted slave of A’ishah reports: When I was a young
boy, I used to do the chores outside the house for A’ishah and when the Messenger of Allah was at
home, in addition to outside chores, I would do chores inside the house too.

اءول .ينلسرالْمو ِينا خَلا النَّبِيم مِدُ وِلْدِ آديس نْتا .ينلجحالْم ِدُ الْغُرقَائو يننموالم يرأم نْتكَ، ازُفُّها إلَيةً ادْحلَكَ م
الْحمدِ بِيدِكَ يوم الْقيامة، تُزف انْت وشيعتُكَ مع محمدٍ وحزبِه إلَ الْجِنَانِ زَفَّاً. قَدْ افْلَح من تَولاكَ وخَسر من تَخَلاكَ،
محبو محمدٍ محبوكَ ومبغضو محمدٍ مبغضوكَ، لَن تَنَالَهم شَفَاعةُ محمدٍ صلَّ اله علَيه وآله. ادنُ منّ يا صفْوةَ
اله. فَاخَذَ راس النَّبِ صلَّ اله علَيه وآله فَوضعه ف حجرِه. فَقال رسول اله صلَّ اله علَيه وآله: ما هذِه الْهمهمةُ؟
،بِه هاكَ المس ماكَ بِاسمس ،لامالس هلَيع يلئربانَ جك ،ِلْبْةَ اليبِدِح ني لَم :لامالس هلَيع قَال .دِيثالح هرخْبفَا
رِينافدُورِ الص تَكَ فبهرو يننمودُورِ الْمص تَكَ فبحم َلْقالَّذِي او.

يننموالم يرما ابِي لع َلع مّلنْ نُسا هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال ولسنَا ررما :دَةُ قَاليرب ،هفَعري هيودرم ناب نعو.



هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هول السر َلع لامالس هلَيع لع خَلد :اسٍ قَالبع نب هدِ البع نع :هيودرم نبِ ابناقم نمو
هال َّلص هال ولسر برذِي؟! فَضفَخ رغَي سلجانَ لَكَ ما كم :شَةَ. فَقَالَتائع نيبو ِالنَّب نيب لَسشَةُ، فَجائع نْدَهعو
موي ينلجحالْم ِدُ الْغُرقَائو مينلسِدُ الميسو يننموالم يرأم فَإنَّه ،خا ف ذِينتُو لا !هم :قالا ورِهظَه َلع هآلو هلَيع
النَّار هدَاىعا لدْخينَّةَ والْج هاءيلوا لدْخفَي اطرالص َلدُ عقْعي ةاميالْق.

ومن المناقبِ: عن رافع مولَ عائشَةَ قَال: كنْت غُلاماً اخْدِمها فَنْت إذَا كانَ رسول اله صلَّ اله علَيه وآله عنْدَها
هال َّلص هال ولسـا رنَميفَب :ا. قَالهياطعها لاونُ قَرِيباً إلَيكا

One day when the Messenger of Allah was at home, someone knocked at the door. I went quickly to the
door and found there was a female slave with a big tray with a cover on it. She asked permission to
enter. I went and informed A’ishah. She said: Guide her into the house. Entering the house, the female
slave put the tray on the ground before A’ishah, saying: This is a gift offered to you. She took it to the
Messenger of Allah and removed the cover from it. The female slave left and the Messenger of Allah
started eating from the tray, saying: I wish Amir al-Mu’minin, the master of Muslims and the leader of the
pious, were here to share the food with us. At this time, someone knocked at the door. When I opened
the door, I found ‘Ali behind it. Rushing towards the Messenger of Allah, I said: ‘Ali is behind the door,
asking permission to enter. The Holy Prophet’s eyes fell on ‘Ali’s face and said: You are most welcome!
Hail to you. I longed for your presence twice. If you were late, I would pray to God to bring you here.
Now, take a seat and eat with us.79

The Messenger of Allah has been quoted by Anas as saying: Paradise longs for four men of my
Ummah! I intended to ask him who they were but I feared they might not be those in my mind. Hence, I
went to Abu-Bakr, told him of the story, and said: Ask the Messenger of Allah who they are. Abu-Bakr
said: I fear that I might not be among the four and to be exposed to the blame of my tribe (Bani Taym).
So I went to Umar and asked him to do the same. Umar too brought up the possible blame of his tribe
(Banu-Adi). Thereafter, I went to Uthman and told him the story. Like the other two, he said: I fear I may
not be among the four and be blamed by Umayyad. Being desperate, I went to ‘Ali who was irrigating his
tree and told him the story.

‘Ali said: By God, I will ask the Messenger of Allah and I am not fearful, for if I am one of the four, I will
praise Lord for giving me such a blessing and if I am not one of them, I will pray to Lord to make me one
of the four and place their love in my heart. So he headed for the Holy Prophet’s house while I was
accompanying him. We saw the Messenger of Allah at a time Dihyah Kalbi had his head on his lap.
Seeing ‘Ali, Dihyah rose up, hailed him and said: O Amir al-Mu’minin! Come and put the head of your
cousin on your lap, for you are more deserving of this act!

َإل تعجفَر :قَال .ّغَطم نَاءا اهعةٌ مارِيفَإذَا ج هإلَي تجفَخَر قَال .ابالب فَدَق اءج اءإذْ ج موي نْدَها ذَاتع هآلو هلَيع
هال َّلص هولِ السر دَيي نيشَةُ بائع تْهعضشَةَ فَوائع دَيي نيب تُهعضفَو ا. فَدَخَلْتلْهخدا :ا. فَقَالَتتُهرخْبشَةَ فَاائع



مينلسِدَ الميسو يننموالم يرأم تلَي :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال سولر ةُ. فقَالارِيتِ الْججخَرو لكاي لعفَج ،هآلو هلَيع
وإمام الْمتَّقين عنْدِي ياكل مع. فَقَالَت عائشَةُ: ومن أمير المومنين وسيِدُ المسلمين؟ فَست، ثُم اعاد الْلام مرةً
،لامالس هلَيبٍ عطَال ِبا نب لع وفَإذَا ه هإلَي تجفَخَر ابالب فَدَق اءج اءفَج .تكَ، فَسذَل ثْلشَةُ مائع ى. فَقَالَتخْرا
هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِالنَّب لَه قَال خَلا دفَلَم .لْهخدا :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِالنَّب فَقال .لذَا عه :فَقُلْت تعجفَر :قَال
.عم لكو سلجبِكَ. ا تاأنْ ي جلو زع هال لْتالَس َلع تطَابا لَو َّتح نتَيرتُكَ منَّيلَقَدْ تَم ،لاهاباً وحرم :لَّمسو
نمشَةُ: وائع اكَ. فَقَالَتادع نى مادعقَاتَلَكَ و نم هال قَاتَل :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِالنَّب قَال ثُم .هعم لكاو لَسفَج
نتَيركِ، معم نمنْتِ وا :؟ قَالادِيهعي نمو لُهقَاتي.

.مه نم لَهاسأنْ ا تفَهِب .تما نم ةعبرا َشْتَاقَةٌ إلنَّةَ مإنَّ الْج :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال سولر قَال :نَسٍ قَالا نعو
:فَقال .مه نم لْهافَس ،تما نم ةعبرا َإل نَّةَ تَشْتَاقإنَّ الْج :قَال هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِإنَّ النَّب رٍ فَقُلْتا ببا تتَيفَا
اخَاف ألا اكونَ منْهم فَتُعيِرن بِه بنُو تَيم. فَاتَيت عمر فَقُلْت لَه مثْل ذَلكَ. فَقال: اخَاف ألا اكونَ منْهم فَتُعيِرن بِه بنُو
لَه حنَاض ف وهاً ويلع تتَيةَ. فَايمنُو اب بِه نِريفَتُع منْهونَ مكا ألا خَافا :كَ. فَقالذَل ثْلم لَه انَ فَقُلْتثْمع تتَيفَا .ٍدِيع
،لَنَّهاسلا هالو :فَقَال .مه نم لْهفَس ،تما نم ةعبرا َشْتَاقَةٌ إلنَّةَ مإنَّ الْج قَال هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِإنَّ النَّب لَه فَقُلْت
َإل هعم تجِىو اءفَج .مهدواو منْهم لَنعجأنْ ي هال لَناسلا منْهم نكا إنْ لَمو جلو زع هدَنَّ المحلا منْهم نْتفَإنْ ك
ِلْبْةَ اليرِ دِحجح ف هسارو هلَيفَدَخَلْنَا ع هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِالنَّب.

‘Ali sat on the ground and put the head of the Messenger of Allah on his lap. At this time, the Holy
Prophet woke up, saying: O Abul Hasan! You are not here without reason. What do you need? ‘Ali said:
O Messenger of Allah, may my parents be ransom for you. When I came here, your head was on Kalbi’s
lap. He rose up, greeted me and said: Put the head of your cousin on your lap, for you are more
deserving than me! The Messenger of Allah asked: Did you recognize him? I said: Yes, he was Dihyah
Kalbi. The Messenger of Allah said: He was not Dihyah rather, he was Gabriel the trustworthy in the
guise of Dihyah. Then ‘Ali said: May my parents be your ransom. Right now, Anas informed me that you
have said: Paradise longs for four persons! Who are those four? Pointing his finger at ‘Ali, the
Messenger of Allah said: By God, you are the first of them. He repeated this three times. ‘Ali said: O
Messenger of Allah! May my parents be your ransom; who are the other three? The Holy Prophet said:
The other three are: Miqdad, Salman, and Abu-Dharr.80

The Messenger of Allah has said on the authority of Abbas: On the Day of Judgment, no one will enter
the plain of the Resurrection Yard riding except four persons. Rising up from his seat, Abbas said: O
Messenger of Allah! May my parents be your ransom; who are those four persons?

The Holy Prophet said: I will ride my heavenly horse (Buraq), my brother Salih will ride his she-camel
which was hamstrung, my uncle Hamzah will ride my ‘Adba’ she-camel and my brother, my cousin and
my son-in-law, ‘Ali, will ride one of the she-camels of paradise with fine silk on it, with emerald legs, red
gold body, white camphor head, ambergris tail, glowing with light, musky skeleton, neck of pearls, cupola
of divine light whose inward is divine forgiveness and its outward is divine mercy. The banner of al-
Hamd is in his hand.



When he passes by a group of angels, they will say: Is he an arch-angel, a prophet or bearer of divine
throne? At that time a herald from near or inside the divine throne will say: He is neither arch-angel, nor
a prophet or bearer of divine throne. He is ‘Ali ibn Abi-Talib, Amir al-Mu’minin, the leader of the pious
and the head of the graceful ones. Delivered is one who accepts him and loser is one who denies or
disobeys him. If a worshipper prays for thousands of years between Rukn and Maqam of Ka’bah in a
way his body languishes and meets God while he is the enemy of the family of Muhammad, God will
throw him to hell on face.81

َّلص ِقَظَ النَّبتَيفَاس .بِه قحا نْتفَا ،يننموالم يرا أمكَ يمع نسِ اباخُذْ بِر :قالو هلَيع لَّمسو هإلَي ةُ قَاميدِح آها رفَلَم
،هال سولا ري ماو نْتا ِببِا :قَال .ةاجح ف تَنَا إلاا جِىم ،نسا الْحبا اي :لَه فَقال لرِ عجح ف هسارو هآلو هلَيع هال
يرا أمي ّنم بِه قحا نْتكَ فَاكَ إلَيمع نسِ اباخُذْ بِر :قالو َلع لَّمسو َإل فَقَام ِلْبْةَ اليرِ دِحجح كَ فسارو خَلْتد
ِببِا :لَه فَقال .رِيلذَاكَ جِب :لَه فَقال .ِلْبْةُ اليدِح وه :؟ فَقالفْتَهرع لفَه :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِالنَّب لَه فَقال .يننموالم
نْتا :فَقال دِهبِي هإلَي امو؟ فَامه نفَم ،تما نم ةعبرا َشْتَاقَةٌ إلنَّةُ مالْج :أنَّكَ قُلت نَسا نلَمعا ،هال سولا ري ماو
واله اولُهم. انْت واله اولُهم. انْت واله اولُهم. فَقال: بِابِ انْت وام، فَمن الثَّلاثَةُ؟ فَقال لَه: الْمقْدَاد وسلْمانُ وابو
ٍذَر.

ومن تَارِيخ الْخَطيبِ بِإسنَادِه إلَ ابن عباسٍ قَال: قَال رسول اله صلَّ اله علَيه وآله: لَيس ف الْقيامة راكب غَيرنَا
خا اأماقِ، ورالْب هال ةابد َلا أنَا فَعمفَا :؟ قَالنمو نْتفَا ماو ِبدَاكَ اف :فَقال اسبالْع همع ةٌ. فَقَامعبرا ننَحو
نب لع مع نابو خاو .اءبضالْع نَاقَت َلع هولسدُ رساو هدُ السةُ ازمح معو .ترقع الَّت هال نَاقَة َلفَع حالص
نا مهسارِ، رمحبِ الابِالذَّه ببضم رخْضدٍ ارزُم نا ملُهحرِ، رالظَّه ةجدَبم نَّةنُوقِ الْج نم نَاقَة َلبٍ عطَال ِبا
الْافُورِ الابيضِ وذَنَبها من الْعنْبرِ الاشْهبِ، وقَوائمها من الْمسكِ الاذْفَرِ، وعنُقُها من لُولُؤٍ، علَيها قُبةٌ من نُورٍ، باطنُها
وا لسرم ِنَب وا بقَرلَكٌ مذَا مقَالُوا: ه إلا ةئلاالْم نم لأبِم رمدِ. فَلا يمالْح اءول دِهبِي ،هةُ المحا رهرظَاهو هفْۇ الع
حامل عرشِ ربِ الْعالَمين. فَينَادِي منَادٍ من لَدُنِ الْعرشِ ـ او قَال من بِطْنَانِ الْعرشِ ـ: لَيس هذَا ملَاً مقَرباً ولا نَبِياً
َإل ينلجحالْم ِدُ الْغُرقَائو ينتَّقالْم امإمو يننموالم يرمبٍ اطَال ِبا نب لذَا ع؛ هينالَمالْع ِبشِ ررع لامح لاو لاسرم
امع لْفاو امع لْفا قَامالْمو نكالر نيب هدَ البابِداً عأنَّ ع لَوو .هذَّبك نم خَابو دَّقَهص نم فْلَحا .ينالَمالْع ِبنَابِ رج
نَّمهج ف هينْخَرم َلع هال هبكدٍ امحلِ مضاً لآغبم هال لَق ثُم الالْب الشَّنونَ كي َّتح.

The Messenger of Allah has been reported as saying: when on my Night Journey, I reached the farthest
lote-tree (Sidrat al-Muntaha), I stopped in the presence of Allah who said: O Muhammad! I said: Yes.
He said: You have tried my servants. Which of them obeys you? I said: O Lord! I found ‘Ali the most
obedient. He said: You said the truth. Have you appointed a successor among your Ummah to guide my
servants with my book and to teach them what they do not know? I said: O Lord! You appoint my
successor, for you are the Best Appointer! God said: I have appointed ‘Ali. Therefore, appoint him as
your vicegerent and executor after yourself, for I have given him my knowledge and forbearance. He is
truly the commander of the believers. This is a title I have allocated to him only, for no one has had it
before or will have it in future.

O Muhammad! ‘Ali is the standard bearer of guidance, leader of my obedient servants and the light of



my The saints. He is the word I made incumbent on the pious. Whoever loves him, has loved me and
whoever is hostile to him, has been hostile to me! O Muhammad! Convey this good news to him. The
Messenger of Allah said: I conveyed to him this good news. He appreciated it and said: I am a servant of
God and under His control. If He blames me, it is because of the sin I have committed and if He forgives
me it is because God is my Lord and my Aide. God said: Verily I will fulfill the promise I have given him. I
said: O Lord! Make belief in You steadfast in him. God said: I did, but O Muhammad! I will try him with
tribulations and calamities with which I have not tried anyone of the saints. I said: He is my brother and
my long-cherished friend. God said: This is the fate I know about him. He will be afflicted with all these
calamities and it is due to his high positions. My party, my devotees and the followers of prophets would
not be recognized if there were no ‘Ali.82

These traditions have been reported from more than three hundred ways of narration.

ةدْرس َإل اءمالس نم ثُم اءمالس َإل ِب رِيسا الَم :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال سولر قَال :قَال بِ الخَوارِزْمناقم نمو
تيار مهيفَا خَلْق تلَوقَدْ ب :كَ. قَالدَيعسكَ ويلَب :دُ. فَقُلْتمحا مي :ل فَقال ،جلو زع هدَيِ الي نيب قَفْتو نْتَهالْم
نادِي مبع مّلعينْكَ وِي عدويفَةً يكَ خَلنَفْسل اتَّخَذْت لدُ، فَهمحا مي دَقْتص :اً. قَاليلع ِبر :قُلت :عَ لَكَ؟ قَالطْوا
كتَابِ ما لا يعلَمونَ؟ قَال: قُلت: يا ربِ اخْتَر ل، فَإنَّ خيرتَكَ خيرت. قَال: قَدِ اخْتَرت لَكَ علياً، فَاتَّخذْه لنَفْسكَ خَليفَةً
ووصياً، ونَحلْتُه علْم وحلْم، وهو أمير المومنين حقَّاً، لَم ينَلْها احدٌ قَبلَه ولَيست لأَحدٍ بعدَه. يا محمدُ، عل رايةُ
الْهدَى وإمام من اطَاعن ونُور اوليائ، وهو الْلمةُ الَّت الْزمتُها الْمتَّقين. من احبه فَقَدْ احبن ومن ابغَضه فَقَدْ
،هتضقَب فو هدُ البأنَا ع :فَقال .تُهشَّرقَدْ ب ِبر :قُلت :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِالنَّب دُ. فَقَالمحا مكَ يبِذَل هرّشفَب ،نغَضبا
هبِيعر لعاجو هقَلْب لإج ماللَّه :قُلت :قَال .يلاوم هدِي فَالعو ل متْمإنْ ائاً، وشَي نمظْلي لَم ِفَبِذُنُوب نباقعإنْ ي
:قُلت :قَال .ائيلوا نداً محا بِه خْتَصا لَم ءلاالْب نم ءَبِش هخْتَصم ّنا ردُ، غَيمحا مكَ يذَل لْتقَدْ فَع :انَ. قَالالإيم
لسر اءيلولا او ائيلولا او ِبزح فرعي لَم للا علَو ،تَلبم نَّها لْمع ف قبقَدْ س :قَال .ِباحصو خا ِبر.

طَرِيق ةاىمثَلاث ندَ مزْيا نم تدرو ادِيثالأح ذِههو.

The Unity of ‘Ali and the Holy Prophet

There is a widely transmitted Hadith in which the Messenger of Allah has said about ‘Ali: You are to me
like Aaron to Moses. ‘Ali is the soul of the Holy Prophet, for his blood is from the blood and his flesh is
from the flesh of the Messenger of Allah.

نْتا :لامالس هلَيع لعل هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِالنَّب لرِها قَوتَواتمحادِيثِ ويرِ الاشَاهم نحادِ: مّالإتو نْزِلَةرِ الْمخَب ف
هملَح نم هملَحو همد نم همد ،هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هولِ السر نَفْس نَّهاو ،وسم نونَ ماره نْزِلَةبِم ّنم.

The Holy Prophet (S) has been quoted by Ibn Abbas as saying: ‘Ali’s blood and flesh is from my blood
and flesh. His position to me is like that of Aaron to Moses except that there is no prophet after me! Be a



witness to what I say. Listen to and remember it. ‘Ali is the commander of the believers (Amir al-
Mu’minin), master of Muslims and treasure of my knowledge. His path is my path. Whoever seeks
nearness to me has to walk on his path. He is my brother in this world and my companion in the
hereafter. He will be with me in the zenith of dignity and the most sublime stages.83

The Holy Prophet (S) has been quoted by Jabir as saying: I and ‘Ali are one and from the same tree and
the other people are from different trees.84

The Messenger of Allah has been quoted by Ibn Abbas as saying: The likeness of ‘Ali to me is the
likeness of my head to my body.85

When ‘Ali victoriously came to the Holy Prophet from Khaybar, the Messenger of Allah said: If I did not
fear that a group of my Ummah would say about you what the Christians said about Jesus, I would say
something about your majesty that whenever you passed by a group of them, they would take the dust
of your footsteps as a source of blessing and would use the water dropping from your hands in ablution
as a cure!

As for your dignity, I should say that you are from me and I am from you. You are my inheritor and I will
inherit you. Your position to me is as Aaron had with Moses, except there will be no prophet after me.
You will pay my dept and fight my enemies. You are the nearest to me on the Day of Judgment and the
first to join me at the Pond. You are the first who will wear heavenly green garment along with me. You
are also the first person of my Ummah to enter paradise and your followers will be sitting on the pulpits
of light. Truth is always on your tongue, in your heart, and manifest before your eyes.86

It has been reported in Manaqib that Mu’awiyah proposed to Sad ibn Abi-Waqqas to curse ‘Ali! Being
disturbed, Sad rejected Mu’awiyah’s proposal. Mu’awiyah asked for the reason. Sad said: The
Messenger of Allah stated three features about ‘Ali for which I will never curse him. If I had only one of
those features it would be more valuable to me than red-haired camels.

Then, he added: One of those features is as follows: when the Messenger of Allah went on a military
expedition and appointed ‘Ali as his successor in Medina and ‘Ali complained: Do you leave me in
Medina with children and women? The Holy Prophet said: Are you not happy that your position to me is
as Aaron had with Moses, except that there will be no prophet after me?

ملَح نم همبٍ لَحطَال ِبا نب لذَا عه :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال سولر قَال :بِ قَالناقتابِ المك ناسٍ مبع نى ابور
.ودمه من دم، وهو منّ بِمنْزِلَة هارونَ من موس غَير انَّه لا نَبِ بعدِي

َتوالَّذِي ا ِاببو لْمةُ عبيعو مينلسِدُ الميسو يننموالم يرذَا أمه ،لذَا عه ،عماسدِي وةَ، إشْهلَمس ما اي :قالو
:هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال سولر قَال :ابِرٍ قَالج نعو .َلعالا نَامالس ف عمو ةرالآخ ف دْنخا والدُّنْي ف خا ،نْهم
:هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال سولر قَال :اسٍ قَالبع ناب نعو .َّارٍ شَتشْجا نم النَّاسو ،دَةاحو ةرشَج نم لعأنَا و



دَنب نم سار ثْلم ّنم لع.

لالَو :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال سولر قَال ربخَي بِفَتْح هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هولِ السر َلع لامالس هلَيع لع ا قَدِملَمو
نم ابخَذُوا التُّرا إلا لأبِم رتَم لا قَالايكَ مف موالْي لَقُلْت يحسالْم ى فارا قَالَتِ النَّصم تما نفَةٌ ميكَ طَائف نْ تَقُولا
نْزِلَةبِم ّننَّكَ مارِثُكَ، واو نْكَ، تَرِثُننَا موِا ّنونَ مَنْ تكَ ابسح نَلو .تَشْفُونَ بِهسورِكَ يطَه لفَض نمكَ ويتِ قَدَمتَح
،ّنالنَّاسِ م بقْرا ةرالآخ نَّكَ غَداً فاو ،نَّتس َلع لتُقَاتو تذِم رِىنَّكَ تُبادِي، وعب ِنَب لا نَّها إلا وسم نونَ ماره
نم نَابِرم َلتَكَ عيعنَّ شاو ،تما نم نَّةالْج ف لاخد لواو عم سي نم لواو ضوالْح َلع رِدي نم لونَّكَ ااو
.نُورٍ، وانَّ الْحق علَ لسانكَ وف قَلْبِكَ وبين عينَيكَ

ومن منَاقبِ الخَوارِزْم قَال: امر معاوِيةُ بن ابِ سفْيانَ سعدَ بن ابِ وقَّاصٍ بِسبِ أميرِ المومنين فَامتَنَع. فَقال: ما
فَلَن هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال ولسر نقَالَه ثثَلا :كَ؟ قَالنَعم

‘Ali’s second feature is that on the day of Khaybar, I heard the Messenger of Allah saying: Tomorrow I
will give the banner of Islam to a man who loves Allah and His messenger and Allah and His messenger
too love him! On that day a group of companions including myself were waiting for such an honorable
position in the hope that we would be honored with it. But the Messenger of Allah said: Call ‘Ali! Having
sore eyes, ‘Ali came to the Holy Prophet who rubbed his saliva on ‘Ali’s eyes which cured them
immediately. The Holy Prophet gave the banner of Islam to ‘Ali who later returned to the Messenger of
Allah with full victory.

‘Ali’s third feature is that on the day of mutual cursing (Mubahalah), God Almighty introduced ‘Ali as the
soul of the Holy Prophet (S):

“Come let us call our sons and your sons, our women and your women, and our near people and
your near people” (3:61)

and the Messenger of Allah called ‘Ali, Fatimah, Hasan, and Husayn, saying: O Lord! These are my Ahl
al-Bayt.87

Jabir ibn Abdullah has been reported as saying: I and a group of the companions of the Holy Prophet (S)
were lying down in the mosque. Having a leafless twig of palm in his hand, the Messenger of Allah
entered the mosque, complaining of our lying down in Masjid. So we along with ‘Ali had to leave the
mosque as quickly as possible. At this time, the Messenger of Allah said: O ‘Ali! Come here, for
whatever is permissible for me in the mosque is permissible for you too. Are you not happy that your
position to me is as Harun had with Musa except that there will be no prophet after me? By God under
whose control my life is, on the Day of Judgment you will drive away a group of people from the Pond
with teak rod you have in hand in the same way that a thirsty camel is driven away from water! Even
now, I can see your position at the Pond.88



‘Ali has reported: I was afflicted with a severe disease. To seek the cure, I went to the house of the Holy
Prophet (S). Seeing I was sick, the Messenger of Allah made me lie down in his own place, put a
covering of his garment on me and started praying. After the passage of a short time in prayer, he said:
O son of Abu-Talib, God has healed you. You do not have to worry any more, for whatever I asked God
for myself, I asked for you. All my wishes were fulfilled except the question of prophethood, for there will
be no prophet after me.89

اسبه لانْ يونَ ل واحدَةٌ منْهن احب الَ من حمرِ النّعم: سمعت رسول اله صلَّ اله علَيه وآله يقُول لعل وقَدْ
هال َّلص هال ولسر لَه انِ؟ فَقاليبالصو اءسّالن عم فُنّتُخَلا ،هال سولا ري :لع لَه فَقال ،غازِيهضِ معب ف خَلَّفَه
نيطعلا :ربخَي موي قُولي تُهعمسدِي؟ وعب ِنَب لا أنَّه إلا وسم نونَ ماره نْزِلَةبِم ّنونَ مَنْ تا ضا تَرما :هآلو هلَيع
قصدٌ فَبمر بِهو تَاهاً. فَايلع وا لعاد :ا. فَقاللْنَا لَهفَتَطَاو :قَال .ولُهسرو هال هبحيو ولَهسرو هال بحي لاجةَ غَداً رايالر
ف عينَيه ودفَع الرايةَ فَفَتَح اله علَيه. ولَما انْزِلَت هذِه الآيةُ: ?نَدْعُ ابنَاءنَا وابنَاءكم ونساءنَا ونساءكم وانْفُسنَا
لها ءلاوه ماللَّه :ناً فَقاليسحناً وسحةَ ومفَاطاً ويلع هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال ولسا رعد ?منْفُساو.

بيسع دِهي فجِدِ وسالْم ونَ فطَجِعضم ننَحو هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال ولسنا راءج :قَال هدِ البع نابِرِ بج نعو
إنَّه لا عي :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال سولر نَا. فقَالعم لع فَلجافَلْنَا وججِدِ؟ قُلْنَا: قَدْ اسالْم قُدُونَ فتَر :طَبٍ قَالر
يحل لَكَ ف الْمسجِدِ ما يحل ل. الا تَرض انْ تَونَ منّ بِمنْزِلَة هارونَ من موس إلا النُّبوةَ؟ والَّذِي نَفْس بِيدِه إنَّكَ
نْظُرا ّناك .جسوع نصاً لَكَ مبِع ،اءالْم نع الالض يرعالْب ذَادا يمك الارِج نْهع تَذُود ،ةاميالْق موي ضوح ندٌ علَذَائ
ضوح نكَ مقَامم َإل.

َلع َلْقفَا ،ّلصي قَامو هانم ف ننَامفَا هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِالنَّب تتَيعاً فَاجو تجعو :قَال لامالس هلَيع لع نعو
،طَرف ثَوبِه فَصلَّ ما شَاء اله. ثُم قَال يا بن ابِ طَالبٍ

The Messenger of Allah has been quoted by Muadh ibn Jabal as having said to ‘Ali: You share all the
merits and virtues with me except prophethood in which I am superior to all people and no man of
Quraysh has such virtues and merits; You are the first to believe in Allah; You are the most faithful to
Allah’s covenant; You are the most steadfast in carrying out God’s orders. You are the fairest in division
of property; You are the most just among the servants, the most knowledgeable in judgment and the
most privileged with God on the Day of Judgment.90 The Holy Prophet (S) has been reported by ibn
Umar as saying: Whoever keeps his distance from ‘Ali’s manners has kept distance from my manners
and whoever keeps distance from me has kept distance from God.91

The Messenger of Allah has been quoted by Abi- Dharr as saying: O ‘Ali, whoever keeps distance from
me and forsakes my way, has kept distance from God. Beyond doubt, parting with you will be parting
with me.92



The Story of the Grilled Bird

A narration which has been widely transmitted and it is well-known both to Shi’ite and Sunni Muslims is
the story of the grilled bird. Anas ibn Malik reports: A grilled bird was offered to the Messenger of Allah
as a gift, for which he raised his hands in prayer, saying: O Lord, send to me Your most beloved
creature to eat with me from this bird.

Being sure that the Holy Prophet’s prayer would be answered, Anas reports: I hoped that he would be a
man from Ansar (helpers). Hence I said: O Lord, let the man be from Ansar! But concurrent with the Holy
Prophet’s prayer ‘Ali was at the door and asked for permission to enter. I said: The Messenger of Allah
is busy now. ‘Ali went away and came again after a few moments. Again I said that the Holy Prophet
was busy. For the third time ‘Ali came at the door. The Messenger of Allah said: Open the door. I
opened the door. ‘Ali came in. The Holy Prophet asked: What happened between you and Anas? ‘Ali
said: O Messenger of Allah! This is the third time I come to see you but each time Anas stopped me
from entering the house, saying: The Holy Prophet is busy!

قَدْ برِىت فَلا باس علَيك. ما سالْت اله شَيئاً إلا وسالْت لَكَ مثْلَه، ولا سالْت اله شَيئاً إلا اعطانيه إلا أنَّه لا نَبِ بعدِي.
النَّاس متَخْصدِي، وعةَ بولا نُبو ةوكَ بِالنُّبمخْصا لا عي :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال سولر قَال :قَال لبج نعاذِ بم نعو
مهمقْساو ،هرِ المبِا مهمقْواو ،هدِ الهبِع مفَاهواو ،هاناً بِالإيم ملُهوا نْتشٍ: ايقُر ندٌ محا يهِنكَ فحاجلا يو عببِس
.بِالسوِية، واعدَلُهم ف الرعية، وابصرهم ف الْقَضية، واعظَمهم عنْدَ اله يوم الْقيامة مزِيةً

جلو زع هال قفَار قَنفَار نمو ،قَناً فَاريلع قفَار نم :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال سولر قَال :قَال رمع ناب نعو.

.قَنقَكَ فَقَدْ فَارفَار نمو ،هال قفَقَدْ فَار قَنفَار نم إنَّه ،لا عي :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال سولر قَال :قَال ٍذَر ِبا نعو
:ف خَبرِ الطَّائرِ

َّلص هولِ السرل دِيها :كٍ قَالالم نب نَسى اورِ. رالطَّائ رخَب ةامالْعو ةنْدَ الْخَاصاتُرِ عبِالتَّو نْقُولَةحادِيثِ الْمالا نم
نم لاجر لْهعإج ماللَّه :رِ. فَقُلْتذَا الطَّيه نم عم لكاكَ يكَ إلَيخَلْق ِبحبِا نتإى ماللَّه :فَقال رطَي هآلو هلَيع هال
.بكَ، فَذَهذَل ثْلم لَه فَقُلْت اءج ثُم .بفَذَه ،ةاجح َلع هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال ولسإنَّ ر فَقُلْت لع اءارِ. فَجنْصالا
خَلد ثُم .تفَفَتَح ،إفْتَح :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال سولر فقَال اءج ثُم

The Holy Prophet (S) called me and said: Why did you stop ‘Ali from coming in. I said: O Messenger of
Allah, when I heard your prayer and I was sure your prayer would be answered, I wished the most
beloved man with Allah would be a man from my tribe, Ansar! The Messenger of Allah said: Yes,
everyone is interested in his close relations and repeated this sentence for a second time.93



‘Ali is the Best Creature

The Messenger of Allah has been quoted by ibn Mardawayh on the authority of Hudhayfah as saying:
‘Ali is the best of the human beings. Whoever does not admit this, is an unbeliever who has denied an
indisputable fact.94 The Holy Prophet has been reported by Salman as saying: ‘Ali ibn Abi-Talib is the
best one I appoint as my successor.95 Quoting Salman, Ab Said Khidri reports: One day the Messenger
of Allah called me. I said: O Messenger of Allah, I am at your service. He said: Today I take you as a
witness that ‘Ali ibn Abi-Talib is the best of people.96

Abu-Rafi has quoted his father and his grandfather as saying: I heard the Messenger of Allah saying to
‘Ali: O ‘Ali, you are the best of my Ummah in the world and hereafter.97

The Messenger of Allah has been quoted by Habashi ibn Janadah as saying: The best man who walks
on the earth after me is ‘Ali ibn Abi-Talib.98 The Holy Prophet (S) has been quoted by Anas ibn Malik as
saying: ‘Ali is the best person whom I leave behind after myself.99 Jabir ibn Abdullah has reported: The
Messenger of Allah sent Walid ibn Uqbah to Banu-Wulayah tribe against whom he had a long-
cherished rancor in the pre-Islamic era to collect alms from them.

When Banu-Wulay’ah tribe were informed of it, they rushed to welcome him and to know what he
wanted from close. But Walid was horrified, having the impression that they were going to fight him. So
he returned to Medina from the same spot. He presented a false report to the Messenger of Allah,
saying: Banu-Wulayah tribe are disobeying you, refusing to pay alms and are intent to kill me. Being
aware of Walid’s return to Medina and his report, all of Banu-Wulayah tribe came to Medina without any
delay and went to see the Messenger of Allah, saying: Walid’s report is baseless. We neither disobey
you nor refuse to pay alms. We only feared that he might take revenge because of his rancor against us!

تنَعا صم َللَكَ عما حم :قَال .ةاجح َلنَّكَ عا معزي ،نَسا ندراتٍ يرثَلاثِ ك رآخ ذِهه :؟ قَاللا عكَ يخَّرا ام :فَقال
بحي لجإنَّ الر :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِالنَّب فَقال .مقَو نم لجر ونَ فنْ يا تببحكَ فَااءعد تعمس :؟ قَالنَسا اي
همقَو بحي لجإنَّ الر ،همقَو.

لع :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال سولر قَال :فَةَ قَالذَيح نع هيودرم نبِ ابناقم نم :الْخَلْق رخَي نَّهبِا هلَيع ِالنَّص ف
فَرفَقَدْ ك با نشَرِ، مالْب رخَي.

وعن سلْمانَ قَال: قَال رسول اله صلَّ اله علَيه وآله، عل بن ابِ طَالبٍ خَير من اخَلّف بعدِي. وعن ابِ سعيدٍ
نب لأنَّ ع موشْهِدُكَ الْيا :كَ. قَاليلَب :فَقُلْت .انفَنَاد هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال ولسر آنانُ: رلْمس قَال :قَال ِدْرِيالْخ
ملُهفْضاو مهربٍ خَيطَال ِبا.



وعن ابِ رافع عن أبِيه عن جدِّه قَال: قَال رسول اله صلَّ اله علَيه وآله لعل علَيه السلام: انْت خَير امت ف الدُّنْيا
والآخرة. وعن حبش بن جنادةَ قَال: قَال رسول اله صلَّ اله علَيه وآله وسلَّم: خَير من يمش علَ الارضِ بعدِي
.عل بن ابِ طَالبٍ

:قَال هدِ البع نابِرِ بج نعدِي. وعب تكتَر نم رخَي لع :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال سولر قَال :كٍ قَالالم ننَسِ با نعو
بعث النَّبِ صلَّ اله علَيه وآله الْوليدَ بن عقَبةَ إلَ بن ۇلَيعةَ وكانَ بينَهم شَحنَاء ف الْجـاهلية، فَلَمـا بلَغَ بن ۇلَيعةَ
ـا فوا منْظُريل ـلُوهتَقْباس

The Messenger of Allah who was fully informed of the event, in order to punish and give them a lesson
said: O Banu-Wulayah! Stop this impudent act, otherwise I will send to you a man who is like me in
position to fight you, to take your sons captive and to exterminate you. Pointing to ‘Ali, the Messenger of
Allah said: He is the best man walking on the earth. Putting his hand on ‘Ali’s shoulder, he said: He is
‘Ali ibn Abi-Talib. Concurrent with this, the verse:

“O you who believe! If an evil-doer comes to you with a report …”

was revealed about Walid.100

Warning Against Those Challenging ‘Ali’s Authority

The Messenger of Allah has been quoted by Abi- Dharr as saying: Anyone who challenges ‘Ali’s
authority in relation to caliphate after me is certainly an unbeliever who has risen to fight Allah, His
messenger and has disobeyed the decree of Allah and His messenger. Also anyone who is doubtful of
‘Ali’s right to caliphate is certainly an unbeliever.101

The Messenger of Allah has been reported by Imam Sajjad on the authority of his father, Imam Husayn,
and his grandfather, Imam ‘Ali, as saying: The wrath of Allah and me is intense on one who sheds my
blood and hurts me in relation to my household.102 Anas has reported: I was in the presence of the
Messenger of Allah when his look fell on ‘Ali who was coming to him. He said: I and the one who is
coming are two proofs of Allah to my Ummah on the Day of Judgment.103 The Messenger of Allah has
been quoted by Mu’awiyah ibn Haydah Qushayri as having said to ‘Ali: O ‘Ali, one who dies with the
rancor against you, he has died as a Jew or Christian!

نَفْسه. قَال فَخَش الْقَوم، فَرجع إلَ رسولِ اله صلَّ اله علَيه وآله فَقال: إنَّ بن ۇلَيعةَ ارادوا قَتْل ومنَعوا الصدَقَةَ.
فَلَما بلَغَ بن ۇلَيعةَ الَّذِي قَال عنْهم الْوليدُ لرسولِ اله صلَّ اله علَيه وآله اتَوا رسول اله صلَّ اله علَيه وآله فَقَالُوا:
نَنَا. فقَاليانَ بنَا بِالَّذِي كباقعنْ يينَا افَخَش نَاءشَح نَهيبنَنا ويب انَتقَدْ ك نَّهَليدُ ولالْو ذِبلَقَدْ ك هالو ،هال سولا ري
ِبسيو ميلقَاتم قْتُلي ،نَفْسنْدِي كع لاجر مإلَي ثَنعبلا وةَ اعۇلَي نا بي نلَتَنْتَه :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال سولر
ذَرارِيم، وهو هذَا خَير من تَرونَ. وضرب علَ كتفِ عل بن ابِ طَالبٍ علَيه السلام. وانْزل اله ف الْوليدِ بن عقَبةَ
أبِنَب قفَاس مكاءنْ جنُوا اآم ا الَّذِينهيا اي?…?



قَال قَال ِفَارِيالْغ ٍذَر ِبا نع :بِ الخَوارِزْمناقتابِ مك نفَةَ: ملاالْخ لامالس هلَياً عيلع بنَاص نم َلدِ ععالتَّو ف
لع شَكَّ ف نمو .ولَهسرو هال بارقَدْ حو رافك ودِي فَهعلافَةَ باً الْخيلع بنَاص نم :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال سولر
هلَيع هال َّلص هال سولر قَال :قَال لامالس هلَيع لع نع بِيها نع لامالس هلَيع ابِدِينالْع نزَي نع :نْهمو .رافك وفَه
تتْرع ف آذَانو مد قرها نم َلع ِبغَضو َتَعال هال بإشْتَدَّ غَض :هآلو.

َلع هةُ الجذَا حهنَا وا :فَقال قْبِلام لامالس هلَياً عيلى عافَر هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِنْدَ النَّبع نْتك :نَسٍ قَالا نع :نْهمو
لعل قُولي هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِالنَّب تعمس :قَال ِرِيدَةَ القُشَييح نةَ باوِيعم نع :نْهمو .ةاميالْق موي تما

Yazid ibn Zuray reports: I said to Bahz ibn Hakim: Have your father and your grandfather narrated this
Hadith on the authority of the Messenger of Allah? In response he said: May Allah strike me deaf if I am
lying.104 Anas ibn Malik has reported: Being in the presence of the Holy Prophet, I and a group of
people said: O Messenger of Allah, by God we love you more than ourselves and our children. At this
time, ‘Ali entered. The Messenger of Allah, looking at ‘Ali, compassionately said: One who says he loves
me but has your rancor in heart is lying.105

The Holy Prophet (S) has been quoted by Khalid ibn Zayd known as Abu-Ayyub Ansari as saying: O
‘Ali, God Almighty has placed the love for the poor in your heart. You are pleased with their following you
and they are pleased with your leadership. Happy is one who follows you and he is truthful in it. Woe to
one who has your rancor in heart and tells lies about you.106

Ibn Abbas has reported: I was in the presence of the Messenger of Allah when ‘Ali entered with fury.
The Holy Prophet asked the reason. ‘Ali said: O Messenger of Allah! I was in the gathering of your
cousins who were saying things far from your dignity. That made me furious. Being angry, the
Messenger of Allah rose up and said: O people! Whoever makes ‘Ali angry has made me angry, for ‘Ali
is the first one who believed in Allah and His messenger and adhered to Allah’s covenant. O people,
anyone who hurts ‘Ali’s feelings, he will be raised among Jews and Christians. Jabir asked: Even if he
accepts the oneness of God and your prophethood?

The Messenger of Allah said: Yes, even if you bear witness that there is no god but Allah and
Muhammad is Allah’s messenger, the only advantage is that your blood will not be shed, your property
will not be confiscated for Muslims and poll tax will not be collected from you.107

Abu-Hurayrah has reported: The Messenger of Allah looking at the faces of ‘Ali, Fatimah, Hasan, and
Husayn, said: I am at war with one who is at war with you and at peace with one who is at peace with
you.108

:يمح نزِ بهبل قُلت :عيزُر نزِيدُ بي اً. قَاليانرنَص واً اودِيهي اتكَ مضغبي وهو اتم نم البي لا ،لا عي :لامالس هلَيع
َذُنا هال مفَص إلادِّي وج نع ِبا دَّثَنلَح إنَّه :ذَا؟ قَالبِه هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِالنَّب ندِّكَ عج نوكَ عبدَّثَكَ احا
بِصمام من نَارٍ. ومنْه: عن انَسِ بن مالكٍ قَال: كنَّا عنْدَ النَّبِ صلَّ اله علَيه وآله وعنْدَه جماعةٌ من اصحابِه فَقَالُوا:



َّلص ِالنَّب هإلَي فَنَظَر لامالس هلَيع لذٍ عينَئح فَدَخَل :دِنَا. قَاللاوانَا ونْفُسا ننَا مإلَي بحإنك لا هال سولا ري هالو
نبحيكَ وضغبي نَّها مزَع نم ذِبك :لَه فَقال هآلو هلَيع هال.

ومنْه: عن ابِ ايوب الانْصارِيِ واسمه خَالدُ بن يزِيدَ قَال: قَال رسول اله صلَّ اله علَيه وآله: يا عل، إنَّ اله جعلَكَ
ذَّبككَ وغَضبا نمل ليويكَ، وف دَّقصكَ وعتَب نمل اماً. فَطُوبمنَ بِكَ اوضرياعاً وتْبا بِهِم ضتَرو ينساكالْم بتُح
.فيكَ

َّلص ِالنَّب لَه انَ. فَقالبغَض لامالس هلَيع لع لقْبإذْ ا هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِنْدَ النَّبع نْتك :اسٍ قَالبع ناب نع :نْهمو
اله علَيه وآله: ما اغْضبكَ؟ فَقال: آذَون فيكَ بنُو عمكَ. فَقَام رسول اله صلَّ اله علَيه وآله مغْضباً وقال: يا ايها
ةاميالْق موي ثعاً بيلآذَى ع نم ،ا النَّاسهيا اي .هدِ الهبِع مفَاكوااناً ويما مُلواً ايلإنَّ ع .اً فَقَدْ آذَانيلآذَى ع نم ،النَّاس
يهودِياً او نَصرانياً. فَقال جابِر بن عبدِ اله الانْصارِي: يا رسول اله، وانْ شَهِدَ الا إلَه إلا اله وأنَّ محمداً رسول اله؟
مهدٍ وي نةَ عيطُوا الْجِزعي نْ لااو مالُهوما احتَبتُس نْ لااو مهاوفَكَ دِمتُس لاا اونَ بِهتَجِزحةٌ يملك ،ابِرا جي :فَقال
.صاغرونَ

مبارح نمل برأنَا ح :ةَ فَقالمفَاطناً ويسحناً وسحاً ويلع هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِالنَّب رصبا :ةَ قَالريره ِبا نع :نْهمو
مالَمس نمل لْمسو.

‘Ali Compared to Surah al-Ikhlas, the Holy Ka’bah, and the head of the Holy Prophet; and the duty
towards him is like the duty towards fathers The Messenger of Allah has been quoted by Nu’man ibn
Bashir as saying: The likeness of ‘Ali among this Ummah is the likeness of

“say: He, Allah, is one” (112:1).109

Ibn Abbas has quoted the Messenger of Allah as having said to ‘Ali: O ‘Ali, your position among people
is like the position of

“say: He, Allah, is one”

in the Qur’an. Whoever recites this Surah once, it is as if he has recited one third of the Holy Qur’an.
Whoever recites it twice, it is as if he has recited two thirds of the Holy Qur’an and whoever recites it
thrice, it is as if he has recited the whole Qur’an. Whoever loves you verbally, he has indeed loved one
third of Islam. Whoever loves you verbally and whole-heartedly, he has loved two thirds of Islam and
whoever loves you with his tongue, heart, and hands and fights the enemies of Islam on your order, his
love for Islam is perfect. I swear by One who has rightfully appointed me as prophet, if those living on
the earth love you like the dwellers of heaven, God will not punish them with the fire.110

The Messenger of Allah has said: The likeness of ‘Ali among you is the likeness of the hidden and
manifest Ka’bah; looking at it is worship and circumambulating it is the greater Hajj.111



The Holy Prophet (S) has been quoted by Ibn Abbas as saying: The relation of ‘Ali to me is like the
relation of my head to my body.112 The Messenger of Allah has also been reported by Ibn Abbas as
saying: The position of ‘Ali to me is like the position of my head to my body.113 The Holy Prophet has
been quoted by ‘Ali as saying: ‘Ali’s right to Muslims is like a father’s right to his son.114

‘Ali’s Ablution with Heavenly Water

Anas ibn Malik has reported that the Messenger of Allah said to Abu-Bakr and Umar: Go to ‘Ali and ask
him about the last night event. I will follow you too. Anas further reports: Abu-Bakr, Umar and I headed
for ‘Ali’s house. Reaching there, we asked Abu-Bakr:

ف تَشْبِيهِه بِسورة الاخْلاصِ والْعبة وراسِ النَّبِ علَيه السلام وتَشْبِيه حقّه بِحق الْوالدِ: من كتابِ المناقبِ
وه قُل? ثَلم ةمالا ذِهه ف لع ثَلا منَّما :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال سولر قَال :شيرٍ قَالب نانِ بمالنُّع نع :ارِزْملْخَول
.اله احدٌ? ف الْقُرآنِ

وه قُل? ثَلمك النَّاسِ إلا ثَلُكَ فا مم ،لا عي :لامالس هلَيع لعل هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ولسر قَال :اسٍ قَالبع ناب نعو
اله احدٌ? ف الْقُرآنِ. من قَراها مرةً فَانَّما قَرا ثُلُث الْقُرآنِ. ومن قَراها مرتَين فَانَّما قَرا ثُلُثَ الْقُرآنِ. ومن قَراها
ثَلاثاً فَانَّما قَرا الْقُرآنَ كلَّه. كذَا انْت يا عل، من احبكَ بِلسانه فَقَدْ احب ثُلُث الإسلام. ومن احبكَ بِلسانه وقَلْبِه فَقَدْ
لهكَ ابحا اً، لَونَبِي قبِالْح ثَنعالَّذِي بو .لَّهك ملاالإس بحفَقَدْ ا هدَييو قَلْبِهو هانسكَ بِلبحا نمو .ملاالإس َثُلُث بحا
.الارضِ كحبِ اهل السماء لَما عذِّب احدٌ منْهم بِالنَّارِ

ةتُورسالْم ةبعْال ثَلمك (ةمالا ذِهه ف :قَال وا) ميف لع ثَلم :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال سولر قَال :قَال ٍذَر ِبا نعو
:هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال سولر قَال :اسٍ قَالبع ناب نعةٌ. وها فَرِيضإلَي جالْحةٌ وادبها علَيا ؛ النَّظَر(ةورشْهو الْما)
لع نعو .دَنب نم سارك ّنم لع :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال سولر قَال :قَال نْهعو .دَنب نم سار ثْلم ّنم لع
وِلْدِه َلدِ عالالْو قحك مينلسالْم َلع لع قح :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال سولر قَال :قَال لامالس هلَيع.

طْلالس ف:

لع َا إليضإم :رمعرٍ وب ِبلا هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال سولر قَال :كٍ قَالالم ننَسِ با َإل نادِهبِإس ى الخَوارِزْمور
َلع رمعرٍ وو ببذَنَ اتَاا فَاسمهعم تيضما ويضفَم :نَسا ا. قَالمثَرِكا َلنَا عاو هلَتلَي ف نْهانَ ما كا بِممَدِّثحي َّتح
قَال .رخَي إلا دَثا حمو ،لا :؟ قَالءَش دَثرٍ، حا ببا اي :ا. فَقالهِمإلَي جفَخَر ،لامالس هلَيع لع:

Has anything happened? Abu-Bakr said: If anything has happened, it is fair. Then, he said: The
Messenger of Allah said to Umar and me: Go to ‘Ali to inform you of the event which happened to you
last night. At this time, the Messenger of Allah arrived and asked ‘Ali to tell us about the event of the last



night. ‘Ali said: O Messenger of Allah! I am ashamed of telling the story.

The Holy Prophet (S) said: Tell us the event, for God is not ashamed of telling the truth. ‘Ali said: O
Messenger of Allah! Last night I was in need of water for purification but I could not find any. I was afraid
my morning prayer be defaulted. Hence, I hastily sent Hasan and Husayn to two different directions to
search for water but they were late and there was no sign of water. A kind of sorrow overwhelmed me
for not having access to water. All of a sudden, I realized that the ceiling of the room cleft and a pail
covered with a piece of cloth came down. When I uncovered the pail, I saw that it was full of water.
Having purified myself with that water and having performed my prayer, I saw the pail of water going up
to heaven and the cleft ceiling turned back to its former position! The Holy Prophet rejoicingly said: The
pail was from heaven, the water was from Kawthar, and the cover was heavenly silk. Then, the Holy
Prophet added: O ‘Ali, who could be like you last night when Gabriel was serving you?115

‘Ali, a Great Master

Ibn Abbas reports: the Messenger of Allah looking at ‘Ali’s face, said: You are a master in the world and
the hereafter! Whoever loves you has loved me. Someone who is my friend is God’s friend too. Your
enemy is my enemy and my enemy is God’s enemy. Woe to one who is your enemy after me.116 The
Messenger of Allah has been quoted by Akhtab ibn Muhammad as saying: During my night journey, I
observed a palace made up of red rubies. At that time, God Almighty revealed to me that the palace
belonged to ‘Ali who is the master of Muslims, the leader of the pious and the fortunate ones.117

The Holy Prophet (S) has been reported by Asad ibn Zurarah as saying: During my night journey when I
reached the lote-tree (Sidrat al-Muntaha) God Almighty revealed to me three times, saying: ‘Ali is the
leader of the pious, the master of Muslims, and the one who guides the fortunate ones to paradise.118

َّلص ِالنَّب اءجو .هلَتلَي ف نْهانَ ما كا بِممَدِّثحي َّتح لع َا إليضإم رمعلو هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال ولسر ل قَال
لا ها فَإنَّ المدِّثْهح :فَقال .هال سولا ري ِيتَحسا :كَ. فَقاللَتلَي نْكَ فانَ ما كا ممدِّثْهح لا عي :فَقال هآلو هلَيع هال
طَرِيق ف نسالْح تهجةُ، فَولاالص أنْ تَفُوتَن فْتخو تحبصاو ةارلطَّهل اءالْم تدرا :لع فَقال .قالْح نم ِيتَحسي
ّغَطم طْلس نْهم َلع لنَزو قَدِ انْشَق قْفالس تياكَ. فَرذَل نَنزحفَا ،َلطَآ عبفَا اءطَلَبِ الْم ف طَرِيق ف نيسالْحو
تَفَعار ثُم .تلَّيصو لْتاغْتَسو ةلالصل ترفَتَطَه ،اءم يهإذَا فو نْهع نْدِيلالْم تيضِ نَحرالا ف ارا صفَلَم ،نْدِيلبِم
اءا الْمماو نَّةالْج نفَم طْلا السما :لامالس هلَيع لعل هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِالنَّب فَقال .قْفالس مالْتَاو نْدِيلالْمو طْلالس
.فَمن نَهرِ الْوثَرِ واما الْمنْدِيل فَمن إستَبرقِ الْجنَّة. من مثْلُكَ يا عل ف لَيلَتكَ وجِبرِيل يخْدِمكَ

ةاديبِالس هفصو ف:

نْتا :فَقال لامالس هلَيبٍ عطَال ِبا نب لع َإل هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص ِالنَّب نَظَر :اسٍ قَالبع ناب نع ى الخَوارِزْمور
سيِدٌ ف الدُّنْيا وسيِدٌ ف الآخرة. من احبكَ فَقَدْ احبن وحبِيبِ حبِيب اله عز وجل، وعدُوكَ عدُوِي وعدُوِي عدُو اله



عز وجل. ويل لمن ابغَضكَ من بعدِي. وعن أخْطَب بن محمدٍ قَال: قَال رسول اله صلَّ اله علَيه وآله: لَما كانَ لَيلَةَ
اسرِي بِ إلَ السماء إذَا قَصر احمر من ياقُوتَة تَتَلالا فَاوح إلَ ف عل أنَّه سيِدُ الْمسلمين وإمام الْمتَّقين وقَائدُ
ينلجحالْم ِالْغُر.

َإل حوفَا نْتَهالْم ةدْرس َإل ِب رِيسلَةَ الَي تيإنْتَه :هآلو هلَيع هال َّلص هال سولر قَال :ةَ قَالزُرار ندَ بعأس نعو
يمنَّاتِ النَّعج َإل ينلجحالْم ِدُ الْغُرقَائو مينلسِدُ الْميسو ينتَّقالْم امإم ثَلاثاً: إنَّه لع ف ِبر.
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