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Imam ‘Ali’s Physical Excellence and Superiority

‘Ali’'s Worship

It is evident to everyone that Imam ‘Ali was the most pious of his time. He has left behind a heritage of
night prayers and supplications. He was so devoted in his prayer that he did not pay attention to
anything but Allah. He was detached from the world and so absorbed in Allah that he did not feel the
pains. Once he was hit with a lance in the leg in one of the battles and no one was able to pull the lance
out of his leg because of much pain. It was decided to do so when he was in his prayer. They knew that
only in prayer, ‘Ali’s spirit took distance from his body making him not feel the pain. 1
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Imam Sajjad (a.s) used to perform one thousand Rak’ah prayer, tolerating much hardship. If he was
benevolently asked not to tolerate this much hardship, he would say: Have a look at the record of prayer
of my grandfather Amir al-Mu’minin. After opening the book and looking like one who was unable to do
anything, he would put down the book, saying: Who has the merit of ‘Ali in praying? What is my prayer
as compared to that of my grandfather, ‘Ali.2

Imam Musa ibn Jafar has been quoted as saying: The verse

“You will see them bowing down, prostrating themselves, seeking grace from Allah and pleasure,

their marks are in their faces because of the effect of prostration” (48:29)

was revealed in honor and dignity of ‘Ali.3 Ibn Abbas has been reported as saying: The verse
“And they say: we believe in Allah and in the apostle and we obey” (24:47)

was revealed in honor of ‘Ali.4

Mujahid has been quoted as saying: The verse

“And he who brings the truth and accepts it as truth” (39:33)

was revealed in honor of ‘Ali.5 Imam Bagir (a.s) has been quoted as saying: The verse “and he who
brings the truth” was revealed to the Holy Prophet (S) and “accepts it as truth” was revealed in honor of
‘Ali.6

Ibn Abbas has been reported as saying: The verse
‘and bow down with those who bow down” (2:43)
was exclusively revealed in honor of the Holy Prophet and ‘Ali, for they were the first who bowed down.7

Imam ‘Ali never abandoned the recommended night prayer even at that most horrible night during Siffin
battle, which is called laylat al-harir. One day, Imam ‘Ali was involved in the battle of Siffin, he was
closely watching the sun to see when it passes by the middle of sky so as to be prepared for prayer. Ibn
Abbas who had him under watch said: O ‘Ali, why are you looking so much at the sun? The Imam said:
To perform prayer. Ibn Abbas said: Is this a proper time for performing prayer? Imam ‘Ali said: O Ibn
Abbas! What are we fighting these people for? Is it not for performing the prayer that we are fighting
them?8
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Jihad in the Way of Allah

Muslims unanimously believe that the pillars of Islam were strengthened by the sword of ‘Ali. In this
relation, no one preceded him nor did anyone reach his position after him. He was courageous and
valorous in the battlefields, Allah’s sword and remover of sorrow from the face of the Holy Prophet (S) in
a way he amazed the angels in attacking the atheists. After the departure of the Holy Prophet (S) from
this world, Imam ‘Ali went through trials the most important of which were fighting the breakers of
promise (the companions of camel), the deviators (Mu’awiyah and his aides), and apostates (those

fighting ‘Ali in Nahrawan), but Imam ‘Ali was victorious and reached the highest position.

Ahmad ibn Hanbal reports: Hasan ibn ‘Ali, following the martyrdom of his father, preached a sermon
among people, saying: O people, yesterday, a man departed from among you who had no peer in
knowledge in the past nor will have in the future, for he was the foremost. My grandfather, the
Messenger of Allah repeatedly entrusted the standard of Islam to him. Gabriel safeguarded him on the
right side and Michael safeguarded him on the left side from the harms of enemy. He never backed

down in the battlefield till he achieved victory.9

Wahidi reports: ‘Ali, Abbas and Talhah were engaged in self-glorying. Talhah said: What a better honor



is there for me than having the key of God’s House and its opening on my order! Abbas said: It is an
honor for me to provide the Hajj pilgrims with the water of ZamZam which is solely at my disposal! ‘Al
said: | have no idea of what you are speaking about. But | started to worship Allah six month before

other people. | had an active participation in the battlefields in a way God Almighty states:

“What! Do you make one who undertakes the giving of drink to the pilgrims and the guarding of
the sacred mosque like him who believes in Allah and the latter day and strives hard in Allah’s
way? They are not equal with Allah; and Allah does not guide the unjust people. Those who
believed and fled their homes, and strove hard in Allah’s way with their property and their souls,
are much higher in rank with Allah; and those are they who are the achievers of their objects.”
(9:19-20)

God Almighty revealed this verse in judgment among them and in honor of ‘Ali, praising his pride in
terms of faith, immigration and fighting in the way of God. 10
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Battle of Badr

What is Badr? Abu’l-Yaq“an says: Badr is the name of a man of Ghifar, the tribe of Abu-Dharr Ghifari. 11
Shi’bi says: Badr is the name of a well attributed to a man called Badr. 12 The battle of Badr was the
most horrific among the other battles, the first trial of Muslims, and the one taking place vehemently

between the Holy Prophet and the atheists of Quraysh.



God Almighty states about the trial of Muslims:

“Even as your Lord caused you to go forth from your house with the truth, though a party of the
believers were surely averse; They disputed with you about the truth after it had become clear,
and they went forth as if they were being driven to death while they saw it.” (8:5-6).

This battle happened eighteen months after the immigration of the Holy Prophet (S) to Medina and ‘Al

was twenty seven years old. 13

The atheists of Quraysh insisted on fighting this battle, for they outnumbered the Muslims, though
among them, there were far-sighted men who were not ignorant of the consequences of this battle, had
taken part reluctantly, had been forced into the battle and challenged only their peers. The Messenger of
Allah too warned his army not to fight them, saying: They only challenge their peers. Hence, the first
person who was given mission to fight them was ‘Ali and his match was Walid ibn Utbah, a man of
courage and valor but he was killed by ‘Ali after a short fighting. 14 Al-As ibn Sa’id ibn al-As was a man

of courage and horror. For this reason, no one was ready to fight him. He too was killed by ‘Ali. 15
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Hanzalah ibn Abi-Sufyan too fought ‘Ali but he was killed. ‘Ali injured ibn Adi, too. 16 Then, Nawfal ibn
Khuwaylid, who was highly-esteemed and obeyed by people of Quraysh, entered the battle. Nawfal was
very clever and a mischief-maker and the one who had tied down Abu-Bakr and Talhah with a rope and

had tortured them till he set them free with the mediation of others. 17

Once the Messenger of Allah found out that Nawfal had taken part in this battle, he raised his hands in
prayer, saying: O Lord, eradicate him. Soon, he was killed by Imam ‘Ali in a hand to hand fighting. After



Nawfal’s perdition, the Holy Prophet said: Who will bring me the news of Nawfal? ‘Ali said: O Messenger
of Allah, I killed him. While rejoicing and saying: Allah is the Greatest, the Holy Prophet said: Thanks

Lord who answered my prayer. 18

Imam ‘Ali was in the front line of the battle fighting the atheists of Quraysh and killing them one after the
other. In this battle, seventy of Quraysh leaders were killed by ‘Ali and the rest were killed by Muslims
and three thousand angels who had taken part in the battle. 19 Following the killing of seventy
courageous men of Quraysh, the Holy Prophet (S) threw a handful of small sands on them, saying: May

your faces turn ugly thereby they were all defeated and started fleeing.20

The Battle of Uhud

The battle of Uhud took place in the month of Shawwal and ‘Ali was hardly nineteen years old then.21
The battle of Uhud was waged to make up for the defeat of leaders of Quraysh in the battle of Badr.
Therefore, they plotted to annihilate Muslims by spending much money and informed Abu-Sufyan of the
plot. Abu-Sufyan, after counseling with his aides, decided to besiege Medina in order to kill the
Messenger of Allah and his aides.22 The Holy Prophet (S) was informed of Quraysh’s move, so he
exchanged views with his companions and decided that the fighting to take place outside Medina and
moved towards Uhud with the Muslims. One third of crowd who were hypocrites returned to Medina, half
way. So the Holy Prophet (S) headed for the place of martyrdom along with seven hundred people. In

this relation, God Almighty states:

“And when you did go forth early in the morning from your family to lodge the believers in
encampments for war...” (3:121). 23
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The Holy Prophet (S) on that day lodged the encampments, organized then in a long line, appointed fifty
men of Ansar under the command of a man by the name of Abdullah ibn Umar ibn Khiram to be
stationed at the top of the mountain, dangerous for the enemy’s hidden attack, ordering them not to
move from their places and to closely watch the enemy’s moves even if all Muslims were killed, for it
was a strategic place. If there was any possible attack, it would start from the same place. Therefore, it
had to be safeguarded, for the enemy might besiege Muslims from the same position.24

The Holy Prophet (S) entrusted the standard of Muslims to ‘Ali. The enemy’s standard bearer was
Talhah ibn Abi-Talhah whom they called Kabsh al-Katibah. ‘Ali plucked out his eyes from its sockets
with one blow. He made a loud cry and the standard of atheism fell down from his hand. He was then
killed and his brother, Mus’ab, carrying the standard on his shoulder prepared himself for fighting but
Asim ibn Thabit killed him by throwing an arrow.

Then their male servant whose name was Sawwab and was the most agile and strong picked up the
standard and prepared himself for fighting but ‘Ali cut off his right arm with a single blow. Sawwab
wielded the standard in his left hand but ‘Ali cut off his left arm too with another blow. When his two arms
were cut off, Sawwab stuck the standard on his chest with the help of his remaining arms but ‘Ali struck
a blow on his head with his sword, making him fall down on the ground and die. Having lost their
standard bearers, the enemy was frightened, Muslims who were rejoicing for the enemy’s escape and
their victory, were engaged in gathering war booties.25

Those Muslims stationed on the order of the Holy Prophet at the top of the mountain overlooking the
battle front, seeing the enemy’s defeat and gathering of the was booties, asked their commanders to

give them permission to come to the scene of fighting so that they will not be deprived of war booties!

Abdullah said: The Messenger of Allah has ordered me not to move from this place even one step.
Therefore, we should not leave our position. They said: You are right. The Holy Prophet’s order was
right but he did not know that we could achieve victory so quickly. Hence, they collectively entered the
scene to gather war booties, leaving Abdullah by himself! Khalid ibn Walid attacked him from behind and
martyred him, attacking the Holy Prophet and his aides from behind. Addressing those who had left their
positions, the Holy Prophet said with a sad tone: Here is what you were after! So the enemy in a solid
column attacked on Muslims with swords, spears, arrows and stones, launching a hard fighting. Seeing
this, the companions of the Holy Prophet gathered around him, trying to protect him from the enemy but
seventy Muslims were martyred.26
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In this battle, ‘Ali remained steadfast, defended the Holy Prophet and his divine mission, and was
prepared to sacrifice himself for the Holy Prophet from every side the enemies attacked him. When the
Holy Prophet opened his eyes after fainting as a result of the enemy’s brutal attack, he saw no one but
‘Ali, saying: O ‘Ali' What did these people do and where have they gone to? ‘Ali said: O Messenger of
Allah! They have broken their promises and by escaping from the battle scene, have taken shelter on
the mountain! The Holy Prophet (S) said: O ‘Ali, repel this fierce group which attacked me. ‘Ali launched
a hard attack, dispersed all of them, and returned to the Holy Prophet. The enemy invaded from another
direction but ‘Ali defeated them again with his matchless resistance.27

Those how escaped from the scene, though seeing the Holy Prophet was being attacked, remained on

the mountain except fourteen of them who returned.28

At that time, sad news which was heart-rending spread in Medina and that was the news on the
martyrdom of the Holy Prophet (S).29

Hind, the daughter of Utbah, who had lost her relatives in the battle of Badr promised Wahshi (a slave)
that she would provide him with a great sum of money if he could kill the Holy Prophet, ‘Ali, or Hamzah
(the Holy Prophet’s uncle). Accepting the act, Wahshi said: Forget about killing the Prophet, for | can in
no way kill him, for he is being circled by his companions. As for ‘Ali, | cannot play any trick to kill him
either, for when fighting, he is careful about himself from every side, repelling the enemy’s attack. So |
am only hopeful of killing Hamzah, for when he is fighting and angry, he does not see even before
himself. Wahshi martyred Hamzah Hind came and ordered to tear Hamzah’s belly and give her his liver.

She then lynched his body. His nose and ears were two broken. 30
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In this battle, Gabriel brought the deed of honor of “There is no man more valorous than ‘Ali and there is
no sword sharper than Dhu’l-Figar” for the great man, ‘Ali and read it with a loud voice to people so that
they heard it all.31

At this time, Gabriel said: O Messenger of Allah, the angels are surprised at ‘Ali’s self-sacrifice for you
and hailed his great help. The Messenger of Allah said: Why they should not be when ‘Ali is from me

and | am from him. Gabriel took pride in this and said: | am from you t00.32

The atheists of Quraysh who were killed in the battle of Uhud by ‘Ali’s sword were a great number.
Muslims’ final victory and their returning to the Messenger of Allah was due to ‘Ali’s steadfastness and
courage in the battlefield.33
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‘Ali’'s Courage in the Battle of Khandaq (The Ditch)

In this battle, Quraysh and its collaborators from the family of Kinanah, the inhabitants of Tihamah with
ten thousands men as well as the tribe of Ghatafan from Najd rushed to help Quraysh putting Muslims in
a corner. The Messenger of Allah who knew their decision beforehand, ordered Muslims to dig a ditch
around the city of Medina. Following this act, the sworn enemies of Islam surrounded the city from every

side.
In this connection, the Holy Qur’an states:
“... When they came upon you from above you and from below you...” (33: 10).

To fight the enemy, the Messenger of Allah rose for defense with three thousand Muslims behind the
ditch and within the city. Amid this, the Jews inside the city were allied with the atheists so as to defeat
the Holy Prophet and Muslims. Hence, the enemy pressured the people of Medina from inside and

outside, adding to their worries.

The horse-riders of Quraysh, including Ikrimah ibn Abi-Jahl and Amr ibn Abd-Wudd who, in their
wishful thinking, dreamt of a quick victory stood in the front line, asking for a challenger and declared a
hand to hand fighting. Among Muslims, the first man who responded him was ‘Ali, saying: O Messenger
of Allah, | am prepared to fight him! The Messenger of Allah said, “He is Amr,” and kept silent. Asking
for a challenger for the second time, Amr said: Where is the paradise you promise with martyrdom? Why
don’t you come to the field to be martyred and to go to paradise, is there no one to fight me? ‘Ali said: |
will fight him. The Holy Prophet, at this time too due to an exigency and to prevent others from saying

‘Ali does not give others any chance and that he acts hastily, said: He is Amr and kept silent.
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On the third time when Amr boldly cried out: Who is your fighter? Again ‘Ali said: O Messenger of Allah, |
will fight him though he is Amr! At this time, the Holy Prophet gave ‘Ali permission to fight, saying: Now
Islam in its entirety is standing against atheism in its entirely implying that if ‘Ali achieves victory, Islam



will be victorious and if Amr overcomes, then there will be no name of Islam. Addressing Amr after going
to the battlefield, ‘Ali said: You have pledged that if a man of Quraysh calls you to two things, you will

accept.

Amr said: It is so. ‘Ali said: | invite you first to God, His messenger and Islam. Amr said: Forget it, | will
never accept Islam! ‘Ali said: | am on foot, you better dismount your horse so as to fight hand to hand.
Amr who was feeling death, out of pity said: O son of my brother! | do not desire to kill you, for you are

an honorable man and your father was an old friend of me! ‘Ali said: But by God, | desire to kill you.

Amr was disturbed by these words and dismounted his horse. ‘Ali threw him on the ground after an hour
of hand to hand fighting ‘Ali killed him and his son too. Seeing this fatal scene, lkrimah ibn Abi-Jahl and
other atheist took to their heels, leaving the battlefield. God returned their anger back to them, so the

enemies found no benefit in continuing the fighting and thus were defeated.34

Seeing Amr killed, Umar ibn Khattab said to ‘Ali: He had a good coat of mail, why didn’t you take it off
his body for there is no cuirass like it? ‘Ali said: It was not fair to leave him naked on the ground.35

Abdullah ibn Mas’ud used to recite the verse
“...and Allah sufficed the believers in fighting; and Allah is Strong Mighty” (33:25)

about ‘Ali.36 Rabi’ah al-Sa’di reports: | went to Hudhayfah ibn Yaman, saying: Whenever | relate a
Hadith on the excellence of ‘Ali, the people of Basrah reject us, saying: You are exaggerating and going
to extremes about ‘Ali. Is there any Hadith which | can relate and the enemies cannot deny? Hudhayfah
said: O Rabi’ah! Which merits of ‘Ali should | recount?
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By Lord in whose hand my life rests, if the deeds of the aides of Muhammad from the day he was
ordained as prophet till the Day of Judgment are put on a pan of a scale and ‘Ali’s deeds are put on the
other pan of scale, beyond doubt, ‘Ali’s deeds are heavier. Rabi’ah said: This is a Hadith for which one

cannot sit or stand, implying that it is hard to accept and more hard to recount.

Hudhayfah said: O fool' How can you say that this Hadith is hard to accept when the Messenger of Allah
said the same thing on the day of the battle of the Ditch! Then he added: Where were Abu-Bakr, Umar,
Hudhayfah, and all the companions of the Holy Prophet on the day when Amr ibn Abd-Wudd was yelling

and challenging a fighter?

All the crowds on that day were at a loss, creeping in a corner. It was only ‘Ali who responded to him,
went to fight and killed him. By God in whose power my life is, the reward of ‘Ali’s deed on that day is
more than the reward of the deeds of Muhammad’s companions till the Day of Judgment.37

Following the defeat of allies on the day of the battle of Ditch, the Messenger of Allah decided to
suppress the Jews of Banu-Qurayzah who had allied with Quraysh, so gave ‘Ali the mission to inspect
their situation from close with thirty men of Khazraj tribe, saying: O ‘Ali, see what state Banu-Qurayzah

are in? Have they left their forts on not?

Going on his mission, ‘Ali accompanied by his aides reached near the enemy’s position, seeing that they
were stationed in their forts and had blocked entrances and exits, swearing at the Holy Prophet (S). ‘Ali
immediately went to the Holy Prophet informing him of the situation and went directly to carry out his
mission. Seeing ‘Ali, one of them said: The killer of Amr has come and the others confirmed it. Hearing
the name of ‘Ali, Banu-Qurayzah took to his heels, leaving his position. By advancing into the big fort,

‘Ali installed the standard of Islam.

The running Jews were swearing at the Holy Prophet and speaking ill of him. The Messenger of Allah
said: O the brothers of pigs and monkeys, where are you fleeing? When we confront our enemies, we
will ruin their life and make the bright day dark for them. They said: O Abu-al-Qasim! You were not
tyrant or foulmouthed. Hearing this, the Messenger of Allah turned back, ashamed and kept them under
siege for twenty five nights. Since they could not resist, they suggested to surrender and bowed to Sa’'d
ibn Mu’adh’s arbitration. The Messenger of Allah too accepted it. Sa’d ibn Mu’adh ruled their men to be

killed, their women and children to be taken captive and their property to be divided among Muslims.

At this time, the Holy Prophet (S) ordered the men of Banu-Qurayzah amounting to nine hundred to be
put under watch in the houses of Banu’l-Najjar tribe. Then, he ordered the watchmen to bring them one
by one near the ditch through the exit way of the neighborhood and ordered ‘Ali to behead them one
after the other and to throw their bodies in the ditch. ‘Ali carried out the instructions, beheaded them all
and threw them in the ditch.38
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In the battle of Banu’l-Mustalaq in which ‘Ali was a pioneer, Muslims eventually gained the victory. In
this battle, Malik and his son who were among the enemy leaders were killed by ‘Ali, and Juwayriyyah,
the daughter of Harith ibn Abi-Dirar was taken captive and brought to the presence of the Messenger of
Allah, who chose her for himself. After the battle, the father of Juwayriyyah came to the Holy Prophet,
saying: O Messenger of Allah! My daughter must not be taken captive, for she is dignified and brought
up in a respectable family!

The Holy Prophet said: Go to your daughter and ask her if she wishes to be with us or she will be free to
return with you. Harith hailed the Holy Prophet’s magnanimity and greatness, and conveyed the Holy
Prophet’s message to his daughter but Juwayriyyah opted for God and His messenger, saying: God and
His messenger are better than everyone and everything else! After this event, the Holy Prophet set her

free, then married her and she became one the wives of the Messenger of Allah.39

In the battle of Hudaybiyah which led to peace treaty, the one who drew up and wrote the peace treaty
between the Messenger of Allah and Suhayl ibn Amr was ‘Ali. In this connection, two merits were added

to his virtues no one shared with him.40

One of those two merits is that when the Messenger of Allah decided to perform minor Hajj of

Hudaybiyah, he, along with a group of his companions, went to Juhfah to become Muhrim but there was
no water in that area. So, the Messenger of Allah ordered Sa’d ibn Malik to take water skins and water—
carrying camels to search for water. After a short time, Sa’d returned, saying: Since this region is under

the enemy’s control, | fear to fetch water! The Holy Prophet assigned another person to fetch water.
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Like Sa’d, he too returned quickly and repeated what Sa’d had said. At this time, the Messenger of Allah
ordered ‘Ali to do the work. After searching, ‘Ali found out that water was in a spot controlled by the
enemy. Hence, without fearing the enemy, ‘Ali went to the same spot, filled the water skins, fastened
them unto camels and brought them for the Holy Prophet (S) who praised his valuable deed and prayed
for him.41

‘Ali’s second merit is that when the peace treaty was being concluded, Suhayl ibn Amr turned to the Holy
Prophet, saying: O Muhammad, give back to us these slaves of ours who have joined you. The Holy
Prophet was so annoyed with this request, that too, with bold tone that signs of anger could be seen in

his face, for it is not right to entrust Muslims to atheists. Besides, his impolite tone implied domineering.

Hence, the Holy Prophet said: O group of Quraysh! Stop your hostile attitude otherwise God will send to
punish and behead you for the promotion of religion a person whose heart He has tried with faith. Those
who were present said: O Messenger of Allah, who is he? The Holy Prophet said: The one who is
mending my shoes in the room. To know the man with such a merit, people rushed to the room and
found that it was ‘Ali ibn Abi-Talib.42

At a time one of the pair of shoes of the Holy Prophet was torn and had to be mended, he called ‘Al to
mend it. Then while walking a short space in his odd shoe, he turned to his companions, saying: One of
you will fight for the interpretation of the Holy Qur’an in the same way that he fights along with me for its

revelation. Abu-Bakr said: Is it me?

The Holy Prophet said: No. The companions kept silent, looking at one another, asking themselves



whom the Holy Prophet meant. Breaking the silence and pointing to ‘Ali, the Messenger of Allah said: He
is the one who is presently mending my shoe, for he is the only person who stands against deviators
and fight for the interpretation of the Holy Qur'an and those Sunnahs of me which will be abandoned.
This is at a time when the book of Allah will be distorted and wrongdoers will interfere in religion. It is
with ‘Ali’s fighting that God’s religion will gain a new life and he will cut their hands off religion.43
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In the battle of Khaybar, which took place in the seventh year A.H., it was ‘Ali who achieved victory for
Islam. The Holy Prophet besieged for twenty and odd nights the Jews of Khaybar who had dug a huge
ditch round their fort, taking sanctuary in it. Eventually, one day the Jews opened the gate of the fort.
Marhab and his aides came out of the fort, declaring their combat readiness. At this time, the Messenger
of Allah called Abu-Bakr and gave the standard of Islam to him, placing a group of immigrants (Muhajir)
under his command. Abu-Bakr who was facing defeat soon returned along with those accompanying

him.

On the second day, the Messenger of Allah gave the standard of Islam to Umar, appointing him the
commander of the army. He went a few steps forward but not being able to advance and facing defeat,
he too returned. Seeing the defeat of the two, the Holy Prophet said: Where is ‘Ali? Tell him to come to
me. It was said he had sore eye. The Holy Prophet said for a second time: Tell ‘Ali to come here, for he
is a man who loves God and His messenger and God and His messenger too love him. He has never
abandoned the battlefield and has defeated his enemy with his successive attacks. He is the one who

carries the banner of Islam and adds to its glory.

The companions rushed to ‘Ali conveying the Holy Prophet’s message. Unable to see before him, ‘Ali in
compliance with the Holy Prophet’s order was brought to the Messenger of Allah who asked: What is the
problem? ‘Ali said: | have sore eye and a bad headache. The Holy Prophet said: Sit down and put your
head on my lap. Then, putting his saliva on the head and eyes of ‘Ali the Holy Prophet prayed for him.



‘Ali immediately opened his eyes and there was no sign of headache in him.

Giving then the white banner to ‘Ali, the Holy Prophet said: By carrying this banner, victory will be yours,
for Gabriel will accompany you and victory awaits you. You will cast such a horror in hearts that they will
have no option other than surrender. In their book, Torah they have read that the one who will overcome
them and will destroy their fort is a man by the name of llya. Once you get near to their fort, tell them: |
am the son of Abu-Talib and my name is ‘Ali. This word is the sign of their humiliation. With Allah’s
Grace, you will achieve victory soon. To carry out the Holy Prophet’s order, ‘Ali set out for the Jews’ fort.
Wearing a cuirass, having a helmet with a stone in it on his head and prepared for fighting, Marhab
came out of the fort. After a short while and in a hand to hand fighting ‘Ali with a strike of a sword, cut his
helmet into two, cleaving the stone and his head to his teeth. Marhab fell on the ground and went to the
hell.44
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A Jewish rabbi reports: When ‘Ali said: | am ‘Ali ibn Abi-Talib, a heavy horror fell on the hearts of the
Jews and whoever accompanied Marhab escaped into the fort, closing its gate tightly. With the divine
power, ‘Ali took off the gate of the fort, making it a bridge for the Muslims to cross it and to enter the fort.
Muslims gained huge booties in this way. When the Muslims gave up taking the booties, ‘Ali threw the
gate a few meters away. The gate was so heavy that forty men helped one another to close it. It also
required seventy men to take it off its place. At this time, a man asked ‘Ali: How did you take off a gate
like this? ‘Ali said: The gate was not as heavy as the shield | wield in my hand. Then, he said: By God, |
did not take it off with my physical power. Rather, it was a divine force which helped me to take it off and

to place it as a bridge for Muslims to cross over.45
In the conquest of Mecca when God promised the Holy Prophet victory, stating:

“When there comes the help of Allah and victory” (110: 1),



the banner of Islam was in ‘Ali’s hand.46

When entering Mecca, the Messenger of Allah took a pledge from the pride-taking army of Islam not to
fight anyone unless they start to fight. Only a few people who had harassed the Holy Prophet had been
made exceptions to this command. One of them was Huwayrith ibn Nufayl ibn Ka’b who harassed the
Holy Prophet in Mecca and was punished and killed by ‘Ali on the order of the Holy Prophet.47

When the Messenger of Allah entered the sacred mosque, there were three hundred and sixty idols
chained together with a rope. The Holy Prophet ordered ‘Ali to bring him a handful of small sands. ‘Al
too complied with the Holy Prophet’s order and prepared the small sands. Aiming at all the idols, the
Messenger of Allah recited:

“Say: the truth has come and the falsehood has vanished; surely falsehood is a vanishing thing”
(17:81)

and ordered all the idols to be toppled, thrown away from the mosque and be broken.48
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In the battle of Hunayn, the Messenger of Allah supported by ten thousand Muslims left Medina for
Hunayn. At that time, Abu-Bakr self-admiringly said: We will never be defeated in this battle because of
shortage in human force, but in the climax of conflict, they all fled save nine persons from Banu-Hashim

and the tenth person was Ayman ibn Ummi-Ayman who was martyred and the verse

“then you turned back retreating; Then Allah sent down His tranquility upon His apostle and upon
the believers” (9:25-26)

was revealed about those who retreated. Believers in this verse include ‘Ali and those who remained

steadfast with him.

At a time when ‘Ali was defending with his unsheathed sword in front of the Holy Prophet, Abbas ibn Abd
al-Muttalib was on the right side, Fadl Ibn Abbas on the left side, Abu-Sufyan ibn Harith holding the
reins of his horse, Nawfal and Rabi’ah, the two sons of Harith, Abdullah ibn Zubayr ibn Abd al-Muttalib,
Utbah ibn MU'it, two sons of Abi- Lahab had circled round the Messenger of Allah and were protecting

him.49

The Messenger of Allah said to his uncle, Abbas who had an audible voice to call with loud voice those
who were fleeing and to remind them of the divine pledge they had with the Holy Prophet. Therefore,
Abbas cried loudly: O followers of the Messenger of Allah who expressed your allegiance with him under
the tree, O companions of Surah Bagarah, where are you fleeing? Why have you forgotten the pledge
you have given to God and His messenger? Come back and be steadfast! The people who had fled in
the dark of the night leaving the Messenger of Allah alone among the enemy, by hearing his voice and
considering that he was watching them flee and knew them, came down from the adjacent hills, while

being encouraged gathered around the Holy Prophet and bravely broke the siege of the enemy.50

In the thick of the fight, a man from the tribe of Hawazin, names Abu-Jarwal, carrying a black banner
with the intention to kill the Holy Prophet was killed by ‘Ali. With his killing the atheists took to their heels.
While they were fleeing, ‘Ali killed forty others of them. Thereafter, the army of atheism was defeated

and a number of them were taken captive by Muslims.51
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In the battle of Tabuk, God revealed to the Holy Prophet there was no need for fighting, and that the only
duty of him and Muslims aimed at intimidating the enemy was to move towards Rome, as it was the time
of gathering the fruits of palm trees, and people feared confrontation with the powerful enemy, most
people refused to take part in the battle. The Messenger of Allah who had taken march towards Tabuk
seriously, to carry out God’s order, departed with a group of believers toward Tabuk, appointing ‘Ali as
his successor to protect Medina and to act as guardians of families, saying to him: The security of this

city will not be guarded by anyone except you and me.

The Messenger of Allah knew that the Arabs residing around Mecca and those who had suffered life
losses in the battles were looking for a chance to invade Mecca when the Holy Prophet was not in that
city.

It was due to this reason that he vigilantly endeavored to safeguard it. Now that the Holy Prophet was in
the battle, he appointed ‘Ali to safeguard Medina which was feared to face chaos in the absence of the
Messenger of Allah. Hearing this, the blind-hearted hypocrites and gossipmongers inside Medina were
extremely worried and jealous of ‘Ali, for they knew that with the presence of ‘Ali no danger could
threaten Medina and in this way their plot was foiled.

Hence, they started the so-called cold war, spreading the rumor by saying: As the presence of ‘Ali in this
battle is heavy for the prophet, he does not wish to take him with himself. Therefore, he leaves ‘Ali in
Medina which means he does not honor ‘Ali, though they knew how much the Holy Prophet was

interested in ‘Ali!

This kind of rumors was heavy for ‘Ali. So he immediately left Medina for meeting the Messenger of
Allah. He informed the Holy Prophet of the rumors, saying: Hypocrites have this impression that
appointing me as your successor in Medina is not aimed at honoring me but it is because you don't like

me to accompany you!

Fondling ‘Ali, the Messenger of Allah said: O my brother, go back to Medina, for Medina has no security
without me and you. Your position to me is like that of Aaron to Moses except that there will come no
prophet after me. In my absence, you will be caliph and successor for my kinsmen.52
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When the Messenger of Allah returned to Medina from Tabuk, Amr ibn Ma’dyakrib Zubaydi came to him.
The Holy Prophet spoke to him about belief in God and His messenger, and he too along with his tribe
accepted Islam. At this time the man’s eye fell on Ubay ibn Athath Khathami who had killed his father.
Taking him by the neck, Amr brought him to the Holy Prophet, saying: This is the killer of my father. Let

me punish him with retribution.

The Messenger of Allah said: Bloodshed in the time of ignorance has no value in Islam. Amr who took
pride in his belief and had the impression that the Holy Prophet would issue the order of retribution

because of his belief, gave up Islam and became an apostate, for his demand had not been met.

The Messenger of Allah sent ‘Ali to the tribe of Amr (Banu-Zubayd) to either arrest or kill him. As soon
as the tribesmen saw ‘Ali with his special anger said to Amr: O Bathur, what would you feel if this youth
of Quraysh defeats you and you have to pay heavily for your act implying that you will be disgraced
among your tribesmen. Amr proudly said: It is in fighting that he will understand who | am and who he is!
Saying this, Amr asked for challenger, ‘Ali stood opposite him and made a loud cry.

Hearing ‘Ali’s loud cry, Amr left the scene and took to his heels! In the thick of the fight ‘Ali killed Amr’s
brother, his nephews, and took his wife and the women of Banu-Zubayd captives. After achieving victory
at the end of fighting, ‘Ali returned to Medina, appointing Khalid ibn Sa’id over them to give amnesty to
those who embrace Islam and to collect their alms. When peace prevailed, Amr resorted to Khalid,
embraced Islam once again and spoke to him about his wife and children, asking for their freedom.
Khalid too freed Amr’s wife and children.

When taking the girls of Bani-Zubayd, ‘Ali chose one of those girls for himself but Khalid ibn Walid who
was among the army of Islam, because of his rancor against ‘Ali, told Buraydah Aslami to rush to
Medina to inform the Messenger of Allah before the arrival Islam’s army. Reaching the house of the Holy
Prophet, Khalid saw Umar and informed him of the affair to know his opinion. Umar who was looking for
such a chance confirmed his opinion and asked him to go to the Messenger of Allah as soon as
possible, thinking that the Holy Prophet would get angry with ‘Ali’s act because of his daughter, Fatimah.



Buraydah went to the presence of the Holy Prophet and read Khalid’s letter hoping that he will be angry

with ‘Ali’s act.
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But contrary to his expectation, the Holy Prophet was angry with Khalid’s letter. Although Buraydah
noticed how angry the Holy Prophet was in order to realize his objective, he corrected Khalid’s writing,
saying: O Messenger of Allah, if you give permission to people to choose whomever they want and
whatever property they wish, before the division of booties, there will be a chaos in the division of

booties and no one can attain his right.

Being angry with Khalid’s letter and Buraydah’s saying, the Messenger of Allah said: O Buraydah, woe
to you! Has the dark veil of hypocrisy covered your eyes that you are saying this about ‘Ali? Whatever is
permissible for me in booties is also permissible for ‘Ali. That is, in the same way that it is permissible for
me to devote a female slave or other property to myself before division of booties, so is it for ‘Ali. Then,
he added ‘Ali ibn Abi-Talib is the best of people whom | will appoint as successor among my Ummah.
Admonishing Buraydah with a short sentence, the Holy Prophet said: Beware not to be hostile to ‘Ali, for
you will be hostile to God and God will be hostile to you. Being informed of ‘Ali’s supreme position,

Buraydah regretted what he had said, repented and asked for forgiveness.53

In the battle of Salsalah, a Bedouin came to the Messenger of Allah saying: A group of Arabs in Wadi
al-Raml are intent to invade Medina at night. Addressing his companions, the Messenger of Allah said:
Are there enough people to defend? A group of the people of Suffah rose up, saying: O Messenger of

Allah, we are prepared to fight them. Assign a commander for us. Another group said the same.

The Messenger of Allah decided to draw lots which fell upon eighty persons. The Messenger of Allah
assigned Abu-Bakr as their commander, telling them to move towards the tribe of Banu-Salim (the
invaders) in the heart of Wadi al-Raml. It was not long before Abu-Bakr returned to Medina, defeated
and with casualties. Then, he assigned Umar as their commander, gave the banner of Islam to him and

sent them to Wadi al-Raml.



This time too, Umar returned to Medina while being defeated. These successive defeats saddened the
Holy Prophet. Amr ibn al-As expressing his readiness said: O Messenger of Allah, give this mission to
me. The Holy Prophet accepted his request assigning him as the commander of the army but it was not

long before that he returned to Medina, defeated while two persons were killed and a number of them

were injured.
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Following the defeat of these people, being depressed and cursing the enemies, the Messenger of Allah
called for ‘Ali, entrusted the commandership of the army to him, saw him off to the mosque of Ahzab,
and prayed for his victory. As ordered by the Holy Prophet, Abu-Bakr, Umar and Amr ibn al-As

accompanied ‘Ali.

Enjoying a special vision and knowing the military tactic, ‘Ali and the army moved forward at the nights
and hid themselves at the days till they reached the headquarters of the invaders. Blocking the entrance

and exit of the headquarters, they encircled the enemy.

Given the plan and the speedy victory of Muslim, Amr ibn al-As spoke to Abu-Bakr and Umar to

dissuade ‘Ali from his skillful military act to deprive him of victory. This suggestion was accepted by Abu-
Bakr. So he came to ‘Ali saying: This is the land of ferocious animals and it is harder for us to act than in
the enemy’s headquarter. Therefore, we would better to transfer this camp further up to be safe from the

enemy and ferocious animals.

‘Ali listened but gave no answer. Abu-Bakr went to Umar and Amr ibn al-As informed them of the case.
Amr advised Umar with the same words saying: You speak to ‘Ali; perhaps he will accept what you say.
Umar conveyed the same to ‘Ali but ‘Ali gave no answer and kept silent. Putting the army on alert, ‘Ali



launched his heroic attack on the enemy at dawn, made them flee within a short space of time and
achieved the victory. Concurrent with the victory of the army of Islam under the leadership of ‘Ali, Gabriel

appeared to the Messenger of Allah, reciting to the Holy Prophet the Surah
‘I swear by the runners breathing pantingly” (100)

as a sign of victory. Being informed of this victory through revelation, the Messenger of Allah rushed to
welcome ‘Ali. Seeing the Holy Prophet, ‘Ali dismounted his horse and hugged him. The Holy Prophet
who was extremely happy said: If | was not afraid a group of my followers to say about you what the
Christians said about Jesus, the son of Mary, | would say something about you that anytime you pass by
people they would take the dust under your feet as a blessing and rub it against their eyes. Now, mount
your horse with the honor, for God and His Messenger are pleased with you. As ‘Ali, the great man of
history, had an active presence in the battlefields on the order of God and His messenger, he went

through trials by tolerating a lot of sufferings and calamities to be worthy of his position.
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Following the departure of the Holy Prophet, Imam ‘Ali spent most of his lifetime in wars.54

In the battle of camel, Talhah and Zubayr breached their homage to Imam ‘Ali, the Commander of the
Faithful.55 Before people had pledged their allegiance to ‘Ali, Alishah in Medina repeatedly provoked
people to kill Uthman. She is said to be the only person who was severely opposing Uthman’s behavior.

She used to rally people to kill Uthman.

Her habitual phrase was: Kill Na’'thal!56 May Allah kill him. These garments of the Messenger of Allah
have not yet grown old; nevertheless, Uthman has rotten the Prophet’s tradition. Following successive
warnings, she left Medina for Mecca as a sign of protest. However, after the killing of Uthman, she

speedily decided to return to Medina to achieve her goal. On her way to Medina, she was told that



following Uthman’s killing, people pledged allegiance with ‘Ali. So she changed her route and went back
to Mecca speaking of the unfair killing of Uthman and saying: | will revenge myself on ‘Ali for the unfair
killing of Uthman!57

Talhah and Zubayr left Medina and asked permission of Imam ‘Ali, the Commander of the Faithful, to go
on Umrah. Knowing their true aim58, Imam ‘Ali addressed them in this way: By God, you are not going
on Umrah; rather, you are going on conspiracy.59 At any rate, Talhah and Zubayr headed for Mecca.
Having reached there, they met with A’ishah and persuaded her to leave for Basrah for fighting against

Imam ‘Ali.

Imam ‘Ali prepared himself to travel after them and he wrote a letter to A’ishah and the other two, asking
them to refrain from doing what God would not accept and to return to their allegiance to him. But they
did not accept the Imam’s advice. At this time, ‘Ali raised his hands towards the heaven and cursed
them, saying: O Lord! This is Talhah ibn Ubaydullah who put his hand in my hand with his heart’s
consent and pledged allegiance to me and then broke it. Take my revenge on him! O Lord! Zubayr ibn
Awwam broke his ties of relationship with me, took back his allegiance with me, showed blatant hostility
to me and waged war against me while he knows he has been unjust to me. O Lord! Take his evil away
from me as You consider proper.60 The two armies lined up and armed themselves. Wearing a shirt and
cloak and having a black turban on his head, ‘Ali stood between the two armies, calling Zubayr with a

loud voice.
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Hearing his name, Zubayr came to ‘Ali who said: What is the reason for your presence in this riot? Why

are you drawing sword against me? Zubayr said: To avenge Uthman’s blood! Imam ‘Ali said: You and



your aides have killed Uthman. Therefore take revenge on yourself. By the motto “there is no god but
Him”, do you remember the day the Holy Prophet (S) said to you: Do you love ‘Ali and you said: Yes,

indeed why should | not love him? He is my cousin.

The Messenger of Allah said: It will not be long before you rebel against him while you are unjust and he
is just. Zubayr said: | very well remember that! Then Imam ‘Ali said: For the sake of God, do you
remember the day the Messenger of Allah and you while your hand was in his hand were coming from
the house of Abd al-Rahman ibn Auf, | rushed to welcome the Messenger of Allah and greeted him. He
smiled at me and | smiled at him. You said: The son of Abu-Talib does not stop taking pride in himself!
The Messenger of Allah said: Zubayr! Calm down. ‘Ali does not take pride in himself. It will not be long

when you will rise against him while you are unjust and he is just.

Zubayr said: Yes, it was so. You reminded me of what | had forgotten! So it is not late to give up fighting
you. | would not take part in this riot if | remembered it. Saying this, Zubayr went to A’ishah. His son
Abdullah said: What has happened? Zubayr said: ‘Ali reminded me of what the Messenger of Allah had
said about him and | had forgotten. So | do not consider fighting against him fair. Abdullah said: This is

not the whole story. You fear the sword of ‘Ali ibn Abi-Talib!

Getting angry with his son, Zubayr attacked the army. ‘Ali said: Give him a chance of maneuver, for he
does not mean to fight rather he wishes to show his combat capability to his son. Zubayr went out of
‘Ali’s army with a courageous move. Addressing his son, Zubayr said: Did you see what | did? Does a
timid person display such a pomp and power? | would not have done so if | had feared. He then went
through the lines of his army and joined a group of Banu-Tamim tribe outside the city of Basrah. This act
of Zubayr was heavy for Amr ibn Jurmuz Mujashi’i, a member of the tribe who was aware of Basrah riot.
So he killed Zubayr in sleep though Zubayr was his guest. Hence, Imam ‘Ali’s prayer about him was

answered.61
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As for Talhah, the warmonger, when he was fighting, suddenly an arrow hit him in the leg and he died

immediately. Then the fighting began with intensity.62

At this time a man by the name of Abdullah who was one of the rioters of the battle of camel, parading
between two armies said: Where is Abul Hasan? Standing in front of him, ‘Ali attacked on him and cut off
his shoulder with one blow of sword. Abdullah died immediately. Then another man blocked the way to
‘Ali, challenging him. With a slight attack and the blow ‘Ali struck on his face, half of the man’s head was
cut off. He died too immediately.

Thereafter, ibn Abi-Khalaf Khuza’i was prepared for fighting, saying: O ‘Ali, do you like to fight me? ‘Al
said: | do not reject it but woe to you! What comfort do you seek in death though you know who | am?
He said: O son of Abu-Talib, put aside this pride of yours in battles and come closer to me to see who
will kill who! ‘Ali directed his horse towards him. Abdullah tried to strike a blow but ‘Ali repelled it with his
special skill and cut off his right hand with the first blow of sword and cut off his head with the second
blow. He too died immediately.

When the fighting intensified, ‘Ali ordered to hamstring the camel of A’ishah and the camel fell down on
the earth. In this bloody battle, started by A’ishah, sixteen thousand seven hundred and ninety persons
of her thirty thousand strong army were killed and out of ‘Ali’s twenty thousand strong army, only one
thousand and seventy persons accompanying Imam ‘Ali were martyred.63

In this battle, a man by the name of Mikhraq ibn Abd al-Rahman from Mu’awiyah’s army entered the
battle, asking for a challenger. From ‘Ali’s army, a man by the name of Mu’ammal ibn Ubayd Muradi
responded and stood before him. The man from Syria martyred him. Then, a youth from the tribe of Azd
fought him and he was martyred too. At this time ‘Ali stood before him as a disguised man and killed
him. Another rider came to the battlefield but he was killed too. Fighting continued till the seventh man
from the army of Mu’awiyah was killed. Seeing the killed persons, the army of Syria left the battlefield but
‘Ali remained in the battlefield unknown.

To boost the morale of his army, Mu’awiyah ordered his slave whose name was Harb and unrivaled in
bravery, to prepare himself for fighting against the lone rider of the battlefield and to kill him! The slave
who had seen the killing of several men said to Mu’awiyah: Beyond doubt, he will kill me but you can opt
for sending me to the battlefield to be killed or keeping me for harder days. Mu’awiyah accepted the
slave’s suggestion and said: Stop for the moment. ‘Ali remained in the battlefield, waiting for a
challenger. Finding that he had no challenger, ‘Ali returned to his army camp.64
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Sometime later, another brave man of the army of Syria by the name of Kurayb ibn Sabbah entered the
battlefield and asked for challenger. Mubarga Jawlani, one of ‘Ali’s aides went to fight him but he was
martyred in this hand to hand fighting. Another struggler faced him but he was martyred too. This time,
‘Ali entered the battlefield for a hand to hand fighting saying: Spare your life and fear God. Kurayb said:
Who are you? The answer was: | am ‘Ali ibn Abi-Talib. Kurayb said: come closer. ‘Ali stood opposite
him. Blows of sword were exchanged between them but it was not long before ‘Ali sent him to hell with a
speedy blow of his sword. Another man from the army of Mu’awiyah replaced Kurayb but after a few
moments, he was killed too. The third and fourth men came to the battlefield but they were killed by ‘Al

one after the other.

At this time, Amir al-Mu’minin sent a message to Mu’awiyah saying: Let us fight each other and put an
end to the battle so no more Arabs are killed from the two sides. Mu’awiyah said: Forget about this
request, for | will never fight you. At this time, Urwah ibn Dawud, one the army leaders of Syria, who had
a desire to fight ‘Ali entered the battlefield and proudly said: O ‘Ali! If Mu’awiyah is not willing to fight you
| am prepared to fight you. He had hardly finished saying these words when ‘Ali struck a blow on him
with his sword and killed him. With the coming of evening, the army of Syria left the battlefield.65

Being disguised, ‘Ali came to the battlefield the following day and asked for a challenger. To obtain an
honor in the army of Syria, the tricky Amr ibn al-As accepted the challenge, for he did not know who the
challenger was. Knowing him well and in order to keep him away from the army, ‘Ali speedily moved
away from before him. Amr chased him but soon found out that it was ‘Ali. So he decided to flee the
scene but this time ‘Ali chased him, throwing a spear at him which hit his cuirass. Amr fell off his horse
and seeing himself in the claws of death, unveiled his private parts. So ‘Ali turned his face away from

him.
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Taking the opportunity, Amr rose up immediately and took to his heels. ‘Ali too returned to his army
camp. Amr who had escaped death, rejoicingly went back to Mu’awiyah finding him laughing. Amr said:
By God, if what happened to me had happened to you, you would have been struck with ‘Ali’s sword,
your children would have been made orphans and your property would have been looted! Mu’awiyah

said: What you are saying is right but your shameless act will remain in history forever.66

Busr ibn Arta’ah was one of the most evil men in the army of Mu’awiyah and he had a rancor against
‘Ali. He was impudent in committing sin and in disobeying God. Hearing that ‘Ali had challenged
Mu’awiyah, Busr said: | will fight him. Coming to the battlefield, he stood opposite ‘Ali who attacked him
immediately making Busr fall from his horse.

Seeing himself in the claws of death, like Amr ibn al-As, Busr too raised his legs, unveiling his private
parts. ‘Ali turned his face away from him. Taking the opportunity, Busr fled from the battlefield.
Mu’awiyah who was closely watching this scene burst into laughter. Amid this, a brave youth of Kufah
cried loudly: Shame on you O shameless people who instead of fighting in the battlefield unveil your

private parts like what Amr ibn As did.67

In Laylat al-Harir when the army men of Mu’awiyah were howling like dogs from the intensity of war, ‘Al
was present in the battlefield and every time he killed an army man of Mu’awiyah, he would loudly say:
Allah is the Greatest. At that night the number of Takbir amounted to five hundred and twenty three. At
that night six thousand men were killed till dawn.68

Following that historic night, ‘Ali’s companions saw victory of their army before their eyes. To conclude

the affairs, Malik Ashtar together with ‘Ali’s army launched a lightning attack, chasing Mu’awiyah’s army



and pushed them back to their army camp. Seeing this scene, Amr ibn As was sure that the war would
end in favor of ‘Ali. For this reason, he went to Mu’awiyah to think of a solution, saying: We would better
put up the books of Qur’an and invite them to arbitration! Praising this suggestion, Mu’awiyah
immediately ordered the army to put up the books of Qur'an on the spears. The reciters of the Qur'an
gave up fighting saying: We will not fight the Qur'an. We should give in to the verdict of the Qur’an.
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Being aware of Amr’s trick, ‘Ali said: This trick belongs to Amr, for they have never acted according to
the Holy Qur'an. Nevertheless, the blind-hearted hypocrites who were among ‘Ali’'s army and looking for
a chance of sabotage, ignored ‘Ali’s advice, saying: We will not fight anymore. The Qur'an’s verdict
should rule between us and this group. They also said: Tell Malik to stop fighting or we will submit you
the people of Syria or we will kill you right here! ‘Ali sent one of his companions to inform the case to
Malik who was then fighting and witnessing the victory.

Malik too sent a message saying: It is not the right time for me to return, for | wish to bring the fighting to
a conclusion. ‘Ali sent a message again saying: They will either kill me or surrender me to Mu’awiyah if
you do not return. So Malik sorrowfully came back to ‘Ali, swearing at ignorant reciters but the die was

cast and the war had not come to a conclusion.69

Saddened by this unexpected event, ‘Ali turned to the army of Syria, saying: Why have you put Books of
Qur’an on the spears? They said: To invite you to the verdict of the Qur’an, to choose a man from
among us and a man from among you to sit and exchange views on caliphate and make a decision on
choosing a rightful caliph. Being aware of this trick, ‘Ali informed his aides of the plot and the intention of
the deviators of Syria under the guise of acting according to the Holy Qur’an. But this time too, they

ignored ‘Ali, forcing him to accept arbitration.

Mu’awiyah appointed Amr ibn As as arbitrator who represented the people of Syria. Imam ‘Ali too
appointed Abdullah Ibn Abbas but regretfully the people of Kufah rejected him. Imam ‘Ali said: Choose



Abul Aswad Du”Ali then! They said: No, we will choose Abu-Musa Ash’ari as our representative! Imam
‘Ali said: But this man is naive and ignorant. Besides, he has no inclination towards us. They said: We

do not accept anyone but Abu-Musa! So they chose him as their representative.
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Amr ibn As instigated another plot, suggesting to Abu-Musa: What has afflicted the people of Kufah and
Syria come from ‘Ali and Mu’awiyah. We, the representatives of these people should now oust these two
from caliphate and choose a trustworthy person as caliph. The ignorant Abu-Musa accepted this trick

and praised his decision!

Being sure of what Abu-Musa had said, Amr ibn As said: As you are a respectable old man and your
knowledge of Islam is more, you oust ‘Al first and then | will oust Mu’awiyah. Abu-Musa complied with
what Amr ibn al-As suggested, saying: Now it is your turn to oust Mu’awiyah! Amr ibn al-As rose up and
said: O people, you are witnessing that Abu-Musa ousted ‘Ali from caliphate and that is what | desire.
But | establish Mu’awiyah in the seat of caliphate. The ignorant Abu-Musa found out that he had been
tricked. Se he started swearing at him. Amr too swore at Abu-Musa. They cursed each other but the die

was cast.70

In this battle, Abul Yagzan Ammar ibn Yasir was martyred. He is the one about whom, the Messenger of
Allah had said: Ammar is the apple of my eye and he will be killed by a rebellious group.71 The killer of
Ammar is Abu-Ariyah Muzani who cast down his spear with humiliation and ibn Juni Saksaki beheaded

him. Ammar was 94 years old then.72

Speaking about Ammar’s merit, Abu-Sa’id Khidri reports: When Masjid al-Nabi was being built in
Medina, we, the companions of the Messenger of Allah, would carry one mud brick each but Ammar
carried two mud bricks. Once messenger of Allah passed by him and removed the dust from his hand
and face, saying to him: O Ammar, like others carry one mud brick. Ammar said: O Messenger of Allah! |
am seeking nearness to Allah with it. Once again, he was faced with the Messenger of Allah who



removed dust from his head and face, saying: A rebellious group will kill you, while you are inviting them

to paradise and they are inviting you to fire.73

Algamah and Aswad report: To probe the presence of Abu-Ayyub Ansari alongside ‘Ali and his
participation in the battles of camel and Siffin, we went to his house. After entering the house, we said:
God Almighty blessed you when the Holy Prophet first entered your house upon arrival in Medina and in
this connection you are privileged, for God revealed to his camel to stop at the door of your house and
you had the honor to host the Messenger of Allah. Now, given this merit, what is the reason for your

accompanying Imam ‘Ali?
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Abu-Ayyub said: | swear by God, we were sitting in this room and there was no one except the
Messenger of Allah and Imam ‘Ali on the right side and me on the left side and Anas who was standing
opposite ‘Ali. All of a sudden, someone knocked at the door. The Messenger of Allah said to me: Go and
see who is behind the door. Anas answered the door, saying: It is Ammar. The Messenger of Allah said:
Open the door for that purified person. He opened the door. Ammar entered the house and greeted the
Messenger of Allah who welcomed him. Fondling him, the Holy Prophet said: In a not too distant future
after my departure, there will be a great difference Among my Ummah in a way they will draw sword
against each other. Follow the man sitting on my right side at that time even if all the people go one way
and ‘Ali alone will go another way. Opt for the way of ‘Ali and leave others, for ‘Ali will never mislead you.
O Ammar, know that to obey ‘Ali is to obey me and to obey me is to obey God.74

We now deal with Khawarij. It was a group who hastily seceded from religion and was deviated.
Following the issue of arbitration in the battle of Siffin when ‘Ali returned to Kufah to wait for the period
fixed between him and Mu’awiyah to come to an end so that he will fight Mu’awiyah later, four thousand

of army men who were pious withdrew from the army of ‘Ali as dissidents leaving Kufah saying: Verdict



belongs solely to God and obeying Mu’awiyah who had rebelled against God was not right. They said:
Since ‘Ali has accepted arbitration, he must repent it. Over eight thousand others too joined them leaving

Kufah for Harawa, choosing Abdullah ibn al-Kawa as their commander and getting ready to fight ‘Al.

Imam ‘Ali gave Abdullah Ibn Abbas the mission to tell them the truth and guide them. Abdullah went to
them, bewared them of disobeying the instructions of Amir al-Mu’minin but they did not listen to him and
remained in their deviation. Then, ‘Ali personally went to speak to them while ibn Kawa and a group of
his followers, riding on horses were ready to fight. Turning to ibn Kawa, Imam ‘Ali said: Let me speak to

you. Ibn Kawwa said: Am | safe from your sword? Imam ‘Ali said: Be sure | will not harm you.
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lbn Kawwa with ten of his companions went to Imam ‘Ali to discuss the issue. Imam ‘Ali said: Did | not
warn you that the people of Syria had chosen the verdict of Qur'an as a trick to deceive you, for they
were exhausted with war and | said: Let us finish the war but you did not accept? Ibn Kawwa said: Yes,
it was as you say. Imam ‘Ali said: Did | not tell you now that you insist on arbitration let me assign my
cousin, Abdullah Ibn Abbas as the representative of Iraq’s army, for they could not deceive him but you
did not accept insisting on Abu-Musa Ash’ari and | reluctantly accepted it. | would never accept their
offer if there were people other than you alongside me. Apart from this, in that session, | made a
condition that the arbitrators should obey and observe God’s verdict and implement the tradition of the
Messenger of Allah and in case of violation of God’s verdict, | did not have to observe it. Is the truth

anything other than this?



Ibn Kawwa said: What you say is justified but there is one question unanswered. Why did you not
continue the war given that the arbitration was illegal? Imam ‘Ali said: The continuation of war depended
on the expiry of the period set between the two parties which had to be observed. Ibn Kawwa asked:
What is your decision after the expiry of the period? Imam ‘Ali said: There is no option but war. Hearing
this, ibn Kawa and ten of those accompanying him joined Imam ‘Ali’s companions and withdrew from
Khawarij but the rest of them remained Khawarij following the motto of “there is no verdict but that of
Allah.”

This group chose Abdullah ibn Wahah Rasibi and Hurqus ibn Zuhayr Bujali known as Dhu’l-Thadyah as

their commanders, gathered in Nahrawan where they made their camp.

Imam ‘Ali set out to chase them and stopped within two farsangs of their gathering place, wrote them a
letter giving them advice but they insisted on their position and refused to accept what was just. To guide
and give them ultimatum, Imam ‘Ali sent Ibn Abbas, saying: Ask them what objections you have to my
acts? Imam ‘Ali assured lbn Abbas that they could not harm him, for he was closely watching the
situation. Ibn Abbas conveyed the message to them. The Khawarij said that some of ‘Ali’s acts deserved
criticism and were somehow unclear. Receiving the report of Ion Abbas, Imam ‘Ali personally, went to

see them, saying to them: O people, | am ‘Ali ibn Abi-Talib. What are your objections?
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They said: The first objection is that we were with you in the battle of camel, fighting them on your order
but after the victory you made only their property permissible for us but did not permit us to take their
women and children captive! Imam ‘Ali said: The question is that their men fought us and after victory,
what was left of their property in the front was lawful to you whereas their women had not fought us,
hence we were not permitted to take them captive. As for the children, | should say that they were born
maturely Muslims and had not committed any sin so their captivity was not lawful to us. | saw with my
own eyes how gracious the Messenger of Allah was to the women and children of the atheists and never
did he take them captive. So it is not strange if | was gracious to Muslims and did not take them captive.



They said: Our second objection to you is that in the battle of Siffin while drawing up the treaty between
you and Mu’awiyah, you removed your title of commander and leader of believers. Imam ‘Ali said: The
reason is that in the peace treaty of Hudaybiyah and the one between messenger of Allah and Suhayl
ibn Amr in which the Holy Prophet had mentioned his name as prophet, Suhayl objected to the word
“prophet” in it, for they said: If we believed in your prophetic mission, there would be no meaning in
concluding a peace treaty. Hence the Messenger of Allah removed the word “prophet” from the peace
treaty. | too followed the Holy Prophet’s act and removed the word “commander of believers (Amir al-

Mu’minin)” from my title.

They said: Our third objection to you is that in relation to arbitration, you said: O people, look at the book
of Allah. Confirm me if you accept my superiority over Mu’awiyah. This does not mean anything save

doubt in your rightfulness! Answering it, Imam ‘Ali said: What | said then was not based on doubt, rather
| wished to act fairly, for concerning mutual curse (Mubahalah) with the Christians of Najran, God states:

“and pray for the curse of Allah on the liars” (3:60)

though they were surely lying and if instead of the aforesaid verse, God would state: “and pray for the
curse of Allah on you”, they would not be pleased nor accepted it.

They said: our fourth objection to you is this: Why did you give in to arbitration regarding your

indisputable right while arbitration has meaning when a right is recognized with it?
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Your decision on your indisputable right was not justified. The Imam said: | followed the Messenger of
Allah in this connection, when he entrusted arbitration to Sa’d ibn Mu’adh in relation to the Jews of
Banu-Qurayzah though the Messenger of Allah himself was the best arbitrator. Then Imam ‘Ali (a.s)
said: Is there any other objection? They all kept silent. At this time, a large group of them loudly cried:

We repent! We repent. Imam ‘Ali too accepted their repentance and pardoned them. Those who



repented were eight thousand but the other four thousand remained in their rebellion, and declared

war.75

The commanders of Khawarij, Abdullah ibn Wahab Rasibi and Dhu’l-Thadyah would say: We consider
fighting against ‘Ali as an act of seeking nearness to God and His pleasure as well as salvation in the
Day of Judgment. Hence, addressing ‘Ali, they would say: We do not see fighting against you anything

but happiness of Allah and the hereafter. Answering them, Imam ‘Ali recited the verse:
“say: shall we inform you of the greatest losers in their deed” (18: 103).

Then the war reached its climax and attacks started. The first man, who entered the battlefield, was

Akhfash Ta’i who had fought alongside ‘Ali in the battle of Siffin. He cleft the army line and asked to fight
‘Ali who rushed to the battlefield and killed him. Then, Dhu’l-Thadyah stood opposite ‘Ali to kill the Imam
but ‘Ali did not give him any respite and with a blow of sword on his head killed him. His horse threw him

down on the back of the Euphrates river.

Later Malik ibn Waddah, the cousin of Dhu’l-Thadyah prepared himself for fighting, attacking ‘Al first. He
too was killed by ‘Ali within short space of time.76

After this event, Wahab ibn Abdullah, a leader of rioters, raised his voice, saying: O Son of Abu-Talib, by
God, | will not leave the battlefield unless either | am killed or will kill you! Let us fight each other and let
the people watch us from afar! Hearing this, ‘Ali started smiling and said: May Allah kill him. How
impudent and shameless he is, given that | have sword in one hand and spear in the other. This ill-fated
and unlucky man has either washed his hands off life or is nurturing a false hope in his mind by saying
so. Wahab attacked ‘Ali first but it was not long before he was killed by Imam ‘Ali.77
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With the passage of an hour, out of four thousand people, only nine survived and the rest were killed.
Out of those nine men, two fled to Sistan. The Khawarij in Sistan are the progeny of these two men. Two
others went to Oman. Abaziah are their progeny. The other two went to Yemen where they produced the
generation of Abaziah. The other two fled to Bawazij and the last one of them took refuge to Mozan
hills.78

In this battle, based on ‘Ali’s prophecy only nine of his aides were martyred and only nine of men
survived the Khawarij.79 Although Imam ‘Ali had taken part in many battles and had an active part in
them, he was not heavily hurt in any one of them. He was not blamed by the Messenger of Allah even
on one occasion. He never turned his back on war, nor did he fear brave fighters, nor did he flee from

the enemies.80
Imam ‘Ali’s Precedence to Believing in the Holy Prophet

The great Shafi’ite scholar and jurisprudent, ibn Mughazili in his book “Managib” in a commentary on the

verse
‘and the foremost are the foremost” (56: 10)

writes: Yusha ibn Nun (Joshua) was the foremost in believing on Moses (a.s), the man of Al-Yasin was
the foremost in believing in Jesus (a.s) and ‘Ali ibn Abi-Talib was the foremost in believing in
Muhammad the son of Abdullah, the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon them all.81 Abdullah ibn Abbas
had been quoted by Ahmad ibn Hanbal in Musnad as saying: | heard from ‘Ali ibn Abi-Talib saying: | am
servant of Allah and brother to His messenger. | am also the great accepter. Anyone who makes such a
claim after me he is certainly liar who has slandered Allah and His messenger! The evidence of the
truthfulness of what | say is that | have worshiped Allah and have performed prayer seven years before

all people.82

Ahmad ibn Hanbal in “Musnad” had quoted ibn Abi-Layla as reporting: The Messenger of Allah said:
The foremost or the pioneers who accepted divine mission were three persons, namely, Habib the
carpenter, and llyas the believer who said:

“O my people! Follow the messengers” (36:20)
and Ezekiel the believer of the family of Pharaoh who said:
“What! Will you slay a man because he says: My lord is Allah” (40:28),

and the third of them who is superior to the other two is ‘Ali ibn Abi-Talib who accepted the Holy
Prophet’s mission before other people.83
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The Messenger of Allah has been reported by Imam al-Rida (a.s) as saying: All people will enter the
plain of resurrection on foot except we four who will enter it while riding. | will ride the heavenly horse,
Buraq, my brother, Salih will ride the she-camel which was hamstrung, my uncle, Hamzah, will ride the
she-camel, Adba, and my brother, ‘Ali ibn Abi-Talib will ride a heavenly camel while carrying the banner
of “Hamd” in his hand before Allah, saying: There is no god but Allah and Muhammad is His messenger.
Then, people will say: This is an archangel, a messenger, or bearer of the throne of the Lord of the
worlds. At that time, an angel from within the throne will respond: O group of men! This is neither an
archangel, nor a messenger, nor the bearer of the throne, rather, he is the greater Accepter, ‘Ali ibn Abi-
Talib, with the banner of “Hamd” in hand and testifying to the unity of God of the world and the mission

of the last prophet.84

‘Ali and Surah Bara’ah

The Messenger of Allah gave Abu-Bakr the mission to convey Surah Bara’ah (al-Tawbah, No. 9)) to the
Meccans to the effect that the atheists are not allowed to perform Hajj rituals from now on, no one can
circumambulate Ka’bah being nude and that not any non-Muslim will enter paradise. Furthermore,
anyone having a time agreement of non-violation between him and the Messenger of Allah, it will be

valid for that period of time, for this is a declaration of immunity by Allah and His messenger towards the



atheists.

To fulfill this mission, Abu-Bakr walked three successive days to reach Mecca, but all of a sudden,
Gabriel appeared to the Holy Prophet, saying: O Messenger of Allah! God Almighty is sending you
greetings and state: This important mission will not be carried out by anyone but you or a man from your
household! The Messenger of Allah called ‘Ali, saying: Ride on my she-camel, rush towards Mecca,
meet Abu-Bakr on the way, take the Surah Bara’ah from him, convey it to the people personally, and
give him option to either accompany you or to return to me. ‘Ali rode on the Holy Prophet’s Adba she-

camel and headed for Mecca.

Seeing ‘Ali rushing towards him, Abu-Bakr was full of fear, asking: What is this rush for? Are you here to
accompany me or you have another mission? ‘Ali said: The Holy Prophet (S) has ordered me to take the
Surah Bara’ah from you, to read it for the atheists and give you the option to either accompany me or
return to the Messenger of Allah. Abu-Bakr said: | will go back to the Holy Prophet.

Coming to the presence of the Holy Prophet, Abu-Bakr said: O Messenger of Allah! You chose me to
convey what the others were interested in but you took back the mission from me and gave it to another
person! Has any verse been revealed to you about me? The Holy Prophet (S) said: No, but Gabriel
came down to me saying: This mission cannot be carried out by anyone other than you or someone who
is from you! Since ‘Ali is from me and no one but he can act on my behalf, | entrusted the mission to
him.85
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Ibn Abbas has been reported by Zubayr ibn Bakkar ibn Zubayr ibn Awwam, a supporter of Umayyad, as
saying: | was passing through an alley in Medina along with Umar ibn Khattab. Umar said: O son of
Abbas, | believe that your friend, that is your cousin, ‘Ali, has been treated unjustly. | said: But what will

happen if you treat him justly?

Pulling back his hand from my hand immediately and walking a few steps forward speedily, Umar
stopped till | caught up with him. Turning to me, Umar said: O son of Abbas, | know why he has been
treated unjustly. First of all, ‘Ali was young and the old men of Arabs could not tolerate him as a
commander or leader. Hence, they belittled him and denied his right. Ibn Abbas reports: | said to him: By
God, God Almighty did not belittled him on his mission to convey Surah “Bara’-at.” Hearing this, Umar

turned his face away from me and went his way.86

‘Ali’s Contradictory Virtues (Polarization)

It is unanimously agreed that ‘Ali was the most pious man of his time in a way he had divorced the world
three times (he had completely renounced the world). He was fasting during days and worshipping
during nights. He would break his fast with dried barley bread which he kept out of the reach of others
putting a seal on it so that his sons, Hasan and Husayn, would not add fat or olive to it. A man who is
detached from the worldly pleasures as such must be weak naturally and unable to tolerate the
difficulties of life.
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However, thanks to the piety and detachment from world, he was so powerful that in the conquest of
Khaybar, he took off the gate of the fort which seventy men could not hold up, threw it as far as a few
meters away and made it a bridge for the Muslims to cross. Imam ‘Ali (a.s) used most of his time in the
battlefields putting the enemies of Islam under his sword. A person like this must be stone-hearted as a
rule but Amir al-Mu’minin was not as such. On the contrary, he was tender-hearted, kind and good-
tempered. For this reason, the hypocrites considered this characteristic of him as witticism and used to

say: He is full of witticism.87

‘Ali’'s Maxims

Imam ‘Ali (a.s) was the master of the eloquent writers and speakers so much so that on his mastery of
words, it is said: His elocution is above that of all creatures and below that of the Creator. The masters
of eloguence have learnt from his school.

Imam ‘Ali (a.s) has said: O people! Certainly this world is a passage while the next world is a place of
permanent abode. So, take from the passage (all that you can) for the permanent abode. Do not tear
away your curtain before Him who is aware of your secrets. Take away from this world your hearts
before your bodies go out of it, because herein you have been put on trial, and you have been created
for the other world. When a man dies people ask what (property) he has left while the angels ask what
(good deeds) he has sent forward. May Allah bless you, send forward something, it will be a loan for
you, and do not leave everything behind, for that would be a burden on you.88

The parable of the world is like a fatal poison drunk by an unconscious man.

Imam ‘Ali (a.s) had said: O people! Break the stormy waves of mischief with the life boats. Take the
illusory crown of honor off your head. Abandon the path of discord and walk on the path of happiness. If
you wish to take your right, rise up powerfully to reach your goal, for a bird which has no strong wing can
hardly fly. If you have no power to defend your right, calm down and submit yourself to fate so as to

receive what is destined for you.
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This world is fetid water which does not taste good for man’s healthy nature. The parable of unripe fruit
for the gardener is the parable of a farmer who has farmed in the land belonging to others. Should | say
caliphate is my right, the ignorant people will say: ‘Ali is trying to gain power and rule. If | keep silent,
they will say: ‘Ali is afraid of death. How difficult it is for this ignorant mass of people to understand the
truth!

By God, the son of Abu-Talib is more fond of death than a child of his mother’s breast. Hence, my
silence in relation to caliphate is not motivated by fear of death. Rather, my silence is due to what | know
about future. | know, if | say something and act accordingly, what will happen to Islam! If what | have
buried in my bosom will come out of my throat like the lava of a volcano, you will be shaken with

worries.89

No graceful life is possible save in the light of religion. There is no death more fatal than denial of truth.
Therefore, on the path to destination, you must drink the wholesome water of certainty so as to rid you
from the fatal slumber of uncertainty. Avoid toxic words which poison the spirit of certainty in you, ruin

your firm belief and prevent you from useful deed.90

In response to a man who disparaged the world, Imam ‘Ali said: This world is the abode of honesty for
one who accepts its honesty, replete with blessings for those who comprehend this truth well, and a
profitable market for one who prepares a provision from it. It is the prostration-place of God’s prophets,
the destination of His revelations, the prayer—place of His angels, and the profitable business of His

saints, wherein they gained mercy and won Paradise.

Who can now disparage it after it has warned its inhabitants, declared departure, and mourned itself and
its inhabitants? So, it urges to give up its pleasure for the sake of the pleasure of the Hereafter and to
accept its tribulation for the sake of escaping the tribulation of the Hereafter by means of frightening,
warning, desiring, and terrifying. So, O you who swear at the world with your tongue but you are
attached to its vanity, say: When did the world deceive you? Did the rotten bones of your fathers deceive

you? Did the resting-places of your mothers make you feel arrogant?

Were you deceived by their taking care of you and a medicine which might cure you but with the coming
of death they were all useless? Did the world not show you their resting-place in the same way that it

will show your resting—place to others? Were all these not a lesson for you to learn? After death, neither



weeping of mourners nor your friends and relatives will benefit you.91
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Imam ‘Ali (a.s) has said: Do not set your hope on anyone but God Almighty. Do not fear anyone but your
sin. A scholar who does not know a matter, if asked question, must not be ashamed of saying: God
knows better. The importance of patience for faith is like the importance of head for body. Therefore, one
who is not patient in tribulations and hardships had no faith.92 Every speech in which there is no name
or remembrance of God is abortive and every silence not based on pondering is forgetfulness and every

vision which is not admonitory is idle.93

One who has redeemed himself and then set free is never like one who sells himself and then sets
himself free, that is, one who with praiseworthy deeds, has redeemed himself from hell is never like one
who with sins and blameworthy acts, has surrendered his soul to hell.94 Courtesy will replace what is

counted for.95

An abstemious man in world is one who the more abstemiousness manifests itself in him, the more he

turns away from the world and takes distance from it.96

Love for one’s relatives makes kinship stronger. Nevertheless, knowledge is superior to family and tribal
dignity.97 One who is fond of magnanimity never goes after sin!98 The ultimate degree of generosity is
to give away what is in one’s power.99 Man’s ignorance of his faults is his biggest sin. 100 Man reaches
the ultimate degree of piety when he is content with what he has and does not overreach himself. 101
Ignore your friend’s mistake so that if the enemy ever attacks you and you are in need of his support, he
will defend you. 102
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Timely confession ruins the foundation of sin. 103 The worst provision for the Day of Judgment is to
oppress the servants of God. 104 Man’s life is divided into two days, or better to say two parts: One day
the world turns to man and another day it turns its back on him. Therefore, be careful not to be arrogant
when the world turns to you and to be patient when the world turns its back on you. If man knew when

his life came to an end, he would not extend his desires. 105

On many occasions, an esteemed person is humiliated because of his bad temper and behavior and a
humble person is honored because of his good temper and behavior.106 A man’s worth is to the extent
of his comprehension, knowledge and his praiseworthy deeds. 107 People are the offspring of their own
deeds, for they are attributed to their father, family and ancestors for their identity but praiseworthy
deeds make them independent of being attributed to their ancestors. 108 Whoever counsels with the wise
men will be guided to the right path.109 One who is content with a little thing is in no need of extra and

one who is always thinking of extra is in need of every worthless and little things. 110

All matters are subject to destiny, so much so that sometimes death results from effort. 111 A believer
makes himself suffer but people are at ease with him.112 The best worship is patience against hardships
and silence for being immune from harms of what one says and hoping for solution in hard times. 113
Forbearance is a believer’s supporter, knowledge his friend, tolerance his brother, benefaction his father,

and patience in hardships his commander. 114
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Three things are heavenly treasures for man: Hiding the charity he gives, hiding the calamity which
befalls him and hiding his illness. 115 O man, if you extend your hand in need towards a person, you will
become certainly his captive. If you show independence from others, you will be his equal and if you

give away something to a person, you will be his commander and ruler.116

Independence cannot be achieved with evil deeds, that is, a man has to refuse to commit sin,
oppression, or treason to be independent. Ease and peace of mind will never come to a jealous person.
Friendship and kindness must never be expected from kings, for tyrant rulers to establish their position

have no mercy on even their closest friends. 117

Generosity has its roots in man’s dignity. Hence, to hold others under obligation against generosity is
contrary to man’s greatness. 118 Abandoning friends and not socializing with people is a strong
motivation for cutting off of friendship. Hence, it is said: It is easy to find friends but difficult to keep
them.119

There are three groups of people whose prayers are never rejected: 1. A fair-minded leader who treats
his servants with justice. 2. A benefactor son who treats his father fairly. 3. A wronged person who
complains to God from an act of oppression. God Almighty will say: By my honor, it is incumbent on me

to help you and | will take your right from the oppressor, even after a long time. 120



A sinner who has a smile on his lips but confesses to his sins is better than an obedient weeper who
flaunts God. 121 Whoever sets his hope on others, the latter’s awe and glory is in his heart and whoever
fails to know something, he is deprived of its knowledge, finds fault with it and speaks ill of it. 122 The
most wonderful organ of human body is his heart. In this organ, phenomena of wisdom and its opposite

are manifest.

If it is hopeful of anything, then the hardship of greed overtakes it and if it is incited by greed, it will be
ruined. If despair overtakes it, successive regrets will kill it and its anger will be intensified. If it is self-
satisfied, it will forget its own preservation. If it is overtaken by fear, it is preoccupied with its avoidance.
If it gains security and tranquility, it is overtaken by vanity. If it abounds in blessings, it will face
megalomania. If hardship afflicts it, complaints will make it disgraced. If it is afflicted with property, it will
be obsessed with distress. If hunger bothers it, feebleness will overpower it. If it is indulged in
overeating, it will be deprived of breathing. Therefore, every failure or shortage will harm it and every
excess will corrupt it. 123
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Imam ‘Ali (a.s) holding Kumayl ibn Ziyad’s hand in his hand, said: O Kumayl, these hearts are
containers. The best of them is that which preserves its contents. So, preserve what | say to you. People
are three types: One is the scholar and divine. Then, is the seeker of knowledge who is also on the way
to deliverance. Then (lastly), is the common rot who runs after every caller and bend in the direction of
every wind. They seek no light from the effluence of knowledge and do not take protection of any reliable
support.

O Kumayl, knowledge is better than wealth. Knowledge guards you, while you have to guard the wealth.

Wealth decreases by spending, while knowledge multiplies by spending.

O Kumayl, knowledge is belief which is acted upon. With it man acquires obedience during his life and a



good name after his death. Knowledge is the ruler while wealth is ruled upon.

O Kumayl, those who amass wealth are dead even though they may be living while those endowed with
knowledge will remain as long as the world lives. Their bodies are not available but their figures exists in
the hearts. Look, here is a heap of knowledge (and Imam ‘Ali pointed to his bosom). | wish | could get

someone to bear it. Yes, | did find (such a one); but either he was one who could not be relied upon.

He would exploit the religion for worldly gains, and by virtue of Allah’s favors on him he would domineer
over the people and through Allah’s pleasure he would lord over His devotees. Or he was one who was
obedient to the hearers of truth but there was no intelligence in his bosom. At the first appearance of
doubt, he would entertain misgivings in his heart.

So, neither this nor that was good enough. Either the man is eager for pleasures, easily led away by
passions, or is covetous for collecting and hoarding wealth. Neither of them has any regard for religion in
any matter. The nearest example of these is the loose cattle. This is the way that knowledge dies away
with the death of its bearers. However, the earth is never devoid of those who maintain Allah’s pleas
either openly and reputedly or, being afraid as hidden in order that Allah’s pleas and proofs should not
be rebutted.
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How many are they and where are they? By Allah, they are few in number, but they are great in esteem
before Allah. Through them Allah guards His pleas and proofs till they entrust them to others like
themselves and sow the seeds thereof in the hearts of those who are similar to them. Knowledge has



led them to real understanding and so they have associated themselves with the spirit of conviction.
They take easy what the easygoing regard as hard. They endear what the ignorant take as strange.
They live in this world with their bodies here but their spirits resting in the high above. They are the
vicegerents of Allah on His earth and callers to His religion. Oh, oh, how | yearn to see them! Go from
here now, O Kumayl Wherever you wish. 124

Imam ‘Ali has preached a sermon about those who sit for dispensation of justice among people but are
not fit for it, as follows: Among all the people the most detested before Allah are two persons. One is he
who is devoted to his self. So he is deviated from the true path and loves speaking (foul) innovations
inviting towards wrong path. He is therefore a nuisance for those who are enamored of him, is himself
misled from the guidance of those preceding him, mislead those who follow him, in his life or after his

death, carries the weight of others’ sins and is entangled in his own misdeeds.

The other man is he who has picked up ignorance. He moves among the ignorant, is senseless in the
thick of mischief and is blind to the advantages of peace. Those resembling men have hamed him
scholar but he is not so. He goes out early morning to collect things whose deficiency is better than
plenty, till when he has quenched his thirst from polluted water and acquired meaningless things. He sits
among the people as a judge responsible for solving whatever is confusing to others. If an ambiguous
problem is presented before him, he manages shabby argument about it of his own accord and passes
judgment on its basis. In this way, he is entangled in the confusion of doubts as in the spider’s web, not
knowing whether he was right of wrong. If he is right he fears lest he erred, while if he is wrong he hopes
he is right. He is ignorant, wandering astray in ignorance and riding on carriages aimlessly moving in

darkness. He did not try to find reality of knowledge.
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He scatters the traditions as the wind scatters the dry leaves. By Allah, he is not capable of solving the
problems that come to him nor is fit for the position assigned to him. Whatever he does not know he
does not regard it worth knowing. He does not realize that what is beyond his reach is within the reach of
others. If anything is not clear to him, he keeps quiet over it because he knows his own ignorance. Lost
lives are crying against his unjust verdicts, and properties (that have been wrongly disposed of) are

grumbling against him.

O people, you must never disobey your leaders on the ground that you do not know them, for no excuse
will be accepted from you in this connection. This is because the knowledge with which Adam came
down on the earth and what all the prophets from Adam to the seal of prophets are privileged with, are
gathered in the family of your prophet. O you who from the companions of Noah’s Ark have walked onto
this earth with the divine will know that there is the same flood and ark in our time. Hence, the only way
for salvation is to seek refuge in Ahl al-Bayt. If the people at that time embarked on Noah’s Ark and
were safeguarded from drowning, you too will be safe from superstitions and deviations at this time by
resorting to Ahl al-Bayt. | pledge my obligation to what | say and | undertake to be accountable for it on

the Day of Judgment.

Verily, | say woe is to one who is deviating from this path. Have you not heard what the Messenger of
Allah said about Ahl al-Bayt when he returned from his last pilgrimage and communicating his divine
mission: Verily | am leaving among you two valuable things; you will not go astray after me as long as
you adhere to them. One is greater than the other. They are the book of Allah, and my household. They

will never separate from one another until the come to me at the Pond.

Be aware that following the Holy Qur’an and the school of Ahl al-Bayt is like sweet and wholesome
water which quenches your spiritual thirst whereas following people of innovation is like bitter and salty

water which should be avoided. 125
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Imam ‘Ali (a.s) has preached a sermon about differences of view among the theologians as follows:



When a problem is put before anyone of them, he passes judgment on it from his imagination. When
exactly the same problem is placed before another of them he passes an opposite verdict. Then those
judges go to the chief who had appointed them and he confirms all the verdicts, although their God is

one (and the same), their prophet is one (and the same), their book (the Qur’an) is one (and the same).

Is it that Allah ordered them to differ and they obeyed Him? Or He prohibited them from it but they
disobeyed Him? Or Allah sent an incomplete faith and sought their help to complete it? Or they are His
partners in the affairs, so that it is their share of duty to pronounce and He has to agree? Or is it that
Allah the Glorified sent a perfect faith but the prophet fell short of conveying it and handing it over (to the
people)? The fact is that Allah, the Glorified, says:

“We have not neglected anything in the Book” (6:38).

And says that one part of the Qur'an verifies another part and that there is no divergence in it as He

says:

“..and if it had been from any other than Allah, they would surely have found in it much
discrepancy” (4:82).

Verily, the Holy Quran has a wonderful outward and a profound inward. Its wonders are imperishable
and its strange points are infinite. The darkness of ignorance and the insufficiency of human thoughts
are illuminated by it. 126 Imam ‘Ali (a.s) has said: O son of Adam, do not devote your utmost effort to a
day which is not the last day of your life, for, God will provide you with daily food throughout the days of
your life. If you gain what is in excess of your daily food, you have saved it for someone else. So the
pain is yours and the gain is the heir’s.

The result of what you do is a hard reckoning on the Day of Judgment. Therefore, 0 man! Benefit from
your property while living, be happy with it and prepare a provision you need for the Day of Judgment,
for the journey is long, and the meeting place is the Day of Judgment when paradise and hell await
you!127

Imam ‘Ali’s sermons and maxims cannot be counted within the short space of this book. To avoid

prolongation and boredom, only some of the sermons and maxims have been mentioned.
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