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1- The Prophet (S) said, ‘The worst of matters are the innovations. Certainly, every innovation is a

[source of] error and every error is destined for Hell. [Amali al-Mufid, p. 188, no. 14]
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2— The Prophet (S) said, ‘Never start a practice based on an innovation; for a man who initiates a bad

practice will incur its sin and the sins of the people who imitate him.[Bihar al-Anwar, v. 77, p. 104, no. 1]
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3- Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘No sooner is an innovation initiated than it leaves behind a common practice. So
eschew innovations and adhere to the clear path. Verily the established traditions are the best, while
innovated ones are the worst.[Sharh Nahjul Balaghah li Ibn Abi al-Hadid, v. 9, p. 93]
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4- Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘Nothing destroys religion like innovations.’[Bihar al-Anwar, v. 78, p. 92, no. 98]

The Innovators
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5- The Prophet (S) said, ‘The innovators are the worst of all of [God’s] creation.’[Kanz al-"Ummal, nos.
1095 and 1126]
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6— The Prophet (S) said, ‘The innovators are the dogs of the inmates of Hell.’[Ibid. no. 1125]

The Meaning Of Innovation
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7- Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘The innovators are those who contradict the command of Allah, His Book and
His Messenger; they are those who follow their own opinion and desires, even if they are the
majority.’[Ibid. no. 44216]
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8- Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said, ‘Anyone who calls people to give him their allegiance, knowing that among
them is someone superior to him, is an erroneous innovator.[Tuhaf al-"Uqul, no. 375]



Rejecting Innovators
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9- The Prophet (S) said, ‘When a man rejects an innovator, out of dislike for him, Allah will fill his heart

with peace and belief. [Kanz al-’'Ummal, no. 5599]
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10— The Prophet (S) said, ‘A man who smiles at an innovator has aided the destruction of his own

religion.’[Bihar al-Anwar, v. 47, p. 217, no. 4]

The Innovator And Worship
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11- The Prophet (S) said, ‘When a man acts in accordance with an innovation, Satan will leave him to
worship and incite tears and emotion in him [i.e. that he may continue in its performance].’[Ibid. v. 72, p.

216, no. 8]

Invalidity Of The Worship Of An Innovator
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12- The Prophet (S) said, ‘Little worship following a correct [Prophetic] practice is better than a lot of

worship following an innovation.[Amali al-Tusi, p. 385, no. 838]
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13— The Prophet (S) said, ‘Allah denies the innovator a chance to repent.’[Bihar al-Anwar, v. 72, p. 216,

no. 8]

A Scholar’'s Duties When Faced With The Appearance of

Innovations
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14— The Prophet (S) said, ‘When innovations arise in my community, the scholar must display his
knowledge; and those who do not do this deserve the curse of Allah.’[al-Kafi, v. 1, p. 54, no. 2]
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