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Intercession In The Light Of Traditions

Regarding intercession there are so many traditions that if you collect them they will take a ‘book form’
that is why the belief in intercession forms a basic peg in Islam. We have taken the support of traditions
and narrations from exegesis of Jafar Subhani ‘Manshoor Javed'. Forty five traditions are from ‘Sehah
Sitta’ and fifty five are from Shiite sources, but we only relate here ten from Ahlul Sunnat and fourteen
from ‘Shiite’ sources. We have taken care that the chosen traditions are complicit, clear and useful; we

will first throw light on the tradition of the Holy Prophet (S) from the books of Ahlul Sunnah.

Few Traditions From The Books Of Ahlul Sunnat

Holy Prophet (S) said:
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“Lord has made some prayers of Prophets which are answered. All have used them in this world but |
have kept my prayer for the intercession of my nation which is only for the true believers of my nation
who have not associated anybody with Allah. "1

Holy Prophet (S) said:
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“Allah has blessed me with five superiority one of which is my intercession which | have kept for the
believers of my Ummat who have not associated anybody with Allah.”2

Holy Prophet (S) said:
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“This praiseworthy position which is in Surah Bani Israel : verse 79, is that status by which | will do

intercession of my nation.”3

Holy Prophet (S) said:
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“The foremost of the intercessor will be myself and my intercession will be accept before everybody.”4

Holy Prophet (S) said:
“On the day of judgement my intercession will be for those of my Ummat those who have done major

sins.”s

Holy Prophet (S) said:
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“My intercession will be exclusively for those who bear witness of His oneness with a pure heart of

whose tongue testify the heart and vise versa.”s

Holy Prophet (S) said:
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“Surely one group will be extracted from hell by intercession.”7
Holy Prophet (S) said:
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“On the day of judgement first to do intercession will be the prophets, learned people and then

martyrs.”8



Holy Prophet (S) said to attendant:
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“Do you have any need?”
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“He said my need is that you do intercession on the day of judgement.”
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“Prophet asked from whom you have learnt to seek intercession from me?”
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He replied: From my Lord.

Holy Prophet (S) said: “Then you help me in my intercession by your prostration.”

Holy Prophet (S) said:
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“One who sends blessing on Muhammad (S) and prays to Lord to appoint you (Holy Prophet (S)) on the
position near to You and my intercession becomes obligatory. (one should bear in my, that blessing on

me will be complete only when he sends blessings on my progeny too.)” 10

The above traditions are mostly from the companions of Holy Prophet (S) now we quote below few
traditions from the reliable books of the Shias on the subject of intercession.

Few Traditions From The Books Of Shias

Holy Prophet (S) said:
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“Undoubtedly | will intercede on the day of judgement and it will be accepted, Hazrat ‘Ali (a.s.) will also

intercede and it will be also accepted, and my progeny will also intercede and it will be also accepted. 11

Holy Prophet (S) said:
“There are such people in my Ummat, by whose intercession persons more than the Tribe of Mazhar

(the biggest tribe of Arabia) will enter Heaven. "12

Hazrat ‘Ali (a.s.) said:
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“We will do intercession and also those who love us will intercede. 13

Ameerul Momeneen ‘Ali Ibn Abi Taalib (a.s.) narrates that the Holy Prophet (S) said:
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“There are three groups who will intercede and it will be accepted: (a) Prophets, (b) Learned man of
religion and (c) Martyrs (who have laid their lives on the path of Lord.”14

Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) has advised his son Mohammad bin Hanafia thus:
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“Accept the excuse of those who plead so that, intercession for you will be accepted. 15

It is clear from the saying of Hazrat ‘Ali (a.s.) one who will not forgive the faults of brother in faith in spite
of his asking forgiveness that person’s intercession is not possible, the reason being that if he does not
forgive the fault of others how can he expect the Lord to forgive him on the day of judgement. Perhaps

even Holy Prophet (S) must have mentioned thus:
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“Those who withhold mercy, mercy will not be showered on them.

Hazrat ‘Ali (a.s.) has narrated from Holy Prophet (S) thus:
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“When I will be placed on Magamul Mahmud (s se=sl! 34lis) | will intercede that person of my nation who
has committed greater sins. Surely Lord will not accept my intercession for those people who have

harassed and inflict my progeny.”16

Imam Husain (a.s.) narrates that when he left Madina for Karbala he saw the prophet in his dream who

said:
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“My dear Husain | see you bathed in your blood and a group of my Ummat has slaughtered you in a
State of thirst, in spite of this they hope for my intercession (no my son) Lord will never accept my

intercession for them on the day of judgement.”17
Forth Imam Zainul Aabedin narrates in one of his dua,
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| come not before Thee trusting in a righteous work | have sent ahead, nor in the intercession of any
creature in whom | have hope, except the intercession of Muhammad and the Folk of his House(upon

him and upon them be Thy peace).”

And in another dua he says,
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“O Lord sends blessing on Muhammad (S) and is progeny (a.s.), and on the day of judgement accept

recommendaation of intercession which will be beneficial to me, surely You are most Merciful.

Imam Mohammad Bagir (a.s.) narrates:
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“Every person (believer) will do intercession for others on the strength of his good action it is possible

that he alone can intercede for a tribe, or for his family members or for a single person and the right to

intercede is termed “yseas alic” (as referred in Quran).”18

A Tradition relates that a person named Abu Aiman came to Imam Bagir (a.s.) and said that few people
from deviate the others saying that will be receive the intercession of Holy Prophet (S) on the day of
judgement (and will be forgiven) but the fact is every body will receive punishment or reward according

to their actions. Imam became angry and the expression on his face changed and he said,
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“Woe be unto you, O Abu Aiman! Do you think that by saving yourself from the sins of hunger and lust
your become proud. By Allah when you witness the intensities and the calamites of day of judgement
you will really know the importance of the Prophet’s intercession (and you will need his intercession),
woe on you will anybody who deserve hell can except to get intercession?”

Imam Jafar al-Sadiq (a.s.) narrates:

“By Allah he will intercede for our Shias, by Allah we will surely intercede for our Shias, till that extent

(our enemies) they will shout that there is nobody to do our intercession or help us.”19
Imam Jafar al-Sadiq (a.s.) said:
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“On the day of judgement five hours are fixed for a believer so that he can intercession for others.”20

Imam Jafar al-Sadiq (a.s.) said:
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“One who refutes this three things he is not from our Shias: (1) Ascension (Meraj) of our Holy Prophet
(S), (2) Questioning in the grave and (3) Intercession.”



Imam ‘Ali al-Reza (a.s.) narrated from Ameerul Momineen ‘Ali (a.s.) that he said that:
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“Person who negates the intercession of Holy Prophet (S) he will never be interceded.”

Two Important Points Regarding Above Mentioned Traditions

It is evident that the concept of intercession is not the idea of a particular sect but is found in the all

Muslim Ummat.

This is also evident from the above traditions that everybody has not the right to do or receive
intercession, but with special conditions. One must not deduce that a person becomes careless in
committing sins as there will be no punishment for the sin, definitely it is not as the think but those who
have faith in intercession, their faith is well-founded and his helplessness and hopelessness is change
into hope, thus he take the step not towards evil but towards good. So let us examine those personalities

who are a termed as “Intercessor of the day of judgement”
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