Al-Islam.org

Ahlul Bayt Digital Islamic Library Project

Published on A/-Islam.org (https://www.al-islam.org)

Home > Bright Moon: A Collection of Poems of Imam Husayn (as) > Introduction

Introduction

A countryside Arab came to Medina and saw a gathering around a person in the mosque. He asked of
him and was told that the person was Hasan bin Ali (as), the grandson of the Prophet (swaws). They are
said to be righteous and eloquent in their speech. He said. | have travelled long way travelling across
deserts and mountains to be able to have dialogue with such a family regarding complicated words
Arabs use, he added. A follower of Imam Hasan (as) referred him to his brother. The Arab fellow came

to Imam Husayn (as) and greeted him. Imam (as) replied and wanted him to ask his questions.
The Arab: | have come from Hercules, Ju’lul and Ainam.
Imam Husayn (as): You said something that no one, except the known, do not understand.

The Arab: | live in desert and my words are mostly from the Arab book of poem. Can you reply me at the

same level?
Imam Husayn (as): Ask of what you want, and then | would reply you.

The Arab recited some pretty poems regarding the situation human reach age passing through the youth

time.
On answer Imam Husayn (as) extemporarily composed couplets of wisdom and art.
The Arab wondered and said that he never heard such a beautiful poem with so beautiful accent.

This is yet another aspect of Imam Husayn’s (as) personality which shows his beautiful, tender, pious

and gentle soul. This aspect was shadowed by the glory and legend of A’shura.

Among the historical texts, there is a collection of Imam Husayn’s (as) beautiful and novel poems that,
regardless of being eloquent, have their own excellent account of divine wisdom and guidance.

It is because his Great Sacrifice on the day of A’shura that manifested the most sublime aspect of his
devotion for sake of God with his perfect faith and his martyrdom with his loyal friends, that the other

features of such a perfect man were not recognized well. Most of people know him as the Imam who
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lived 57 years, 10 years of which were of his leadership and Imamate or think to know only the last 10

days of his life. Yes, perhaps, he is the most unknown Imam among people, even Shiites.

This book is a compilation of some of the poetry of Imam Husayn (as) from authentic historic texts in
order show the intimate soul of Imam Husayn (as), other artful gentle emotional aspect of his great soul.
It is to thank God.

The last 10 years of his life (life as Imam, about 50 — 61 A.D.) coincided with the end of Mu’awiyah’s rule
and continued with the most critical political turmoil in the history of Islam when the most hypocritical,

corrupt and deviant individuals ruled over the territory of Islam.

Immediately after the great Prophet of God (swaws) died, the people were deviated from the truth. Imam

Ali (as) says:

When Allah took the Prophet (to himself) a group of men went back on their tracks. The ways (of
misguidance) ruined them and they placed trust in deceitful intriguers, showed consideration to other
than kinsmen, abandoned the kin whom they had been ordered to love, and shifted the building from its
strong foundation and built it in other than its (proper) place. They are the source of every shortcoming
and the door of gropers in the dark. They were moving to and fro in amazement and lay intoxicated in
the manner of the people of the Pharaohs. They were either bent on this world and taking support on it,

or away from the faith and removed from it. (Sermon 150, Nahj al-Balagha)

Soon, the materialism, self-worship, self-assumption and different deviated practices that neglected
roots of Islam prevailed over faith and morality. Even the rulers of Islamic countries deceived people
bringing them false reasons and explanations to prove their illegal and immoral actions for establishing
kingdom and building palaces. Imam Ali (as) pointed this historic fact saying: The cloth of Islam was put

on unlikely.

Imam Husayn (as) during his 10 years of divine leadership (Imamate) led people to the righteous deeds
and introduced them the truth of doctrine of beliefs. Some introduction happened to be initiated through
his speeches and poems he reminded consciences of his addressee by, in different appropriate
occasions. Although his poems seem to be much more than what we have collected, however, the

number we have in hand is of great value and of preciously influential.

The Shiite Imams (as) composed poems according to circumstances of their times and sometimes
referred to famous poet that came before their times. From Imam Husayn bin Ali (as) many poems were
narrated. Some of them were recited by him in the battlefield of Karbala during the events that happened
to his followers and their martyrdom in the forms of epics, guiding sermons and to awaken the enemy
soldiers; While some are those said by him in during his life before that. In this book more than fifty

poems are collected that according to their subjects are divided in five categories:

1. Ethics and Morality



2. Politics

3. Faith and Ideology

4. Social Affairs

5. Special position of Imam Husayn (as) and His Family

Most of these poems address topics such as worthlessness of this transient world and values associated
with it and direct attention of reader totopics related to ethics, morality and hereafter. It is obvious that
these poems must be recognized and understood according to the specific time and location in which
they were composed and referred to. This is important in order to comprehend what Imam (as) actually

meant.

Dawood Komeijani
Spring 1390 (S.H.), 2011 (A.D.)
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