
Published on Al-Islam.org (https://www.al-islam.org)

Home > Adolescence: A Period of Examination and Success > Introduction

Introduction

بسم اله الرحمن الرحيم

و صلَّ اله عليك يا ول العصر أدرِكنا

The discovery of skills and expertise in the modern era; the vastness and complexities of
communications; fierce competition in business; political news and the pomp and splendor surrounding
it; weird demands of the new culture; ever expanding needs and desires - all have taken a toll of today's
youth and these are the challenges that set them apart from the youths of the earlier times.

The conditions of today are clearly different from that of the past. Earlier, sleeping pills were used only
during illness, whereas now the present generation uses them to get normal sleep and illusionary peace.
Earlier, elders were respected by the youth who in turn received love and affection. Age and seniority
were always given their due respect. However today's generations does not believe in any differences.
For them elders and friends - all are the same.

Earlier, youths found peace and comfort in their homes; now every home is riddled with issues and
disputes. Add to that the difference in attitudes and approach. Hence, homes are devoid of peace and
tranquility. Earlier procuring drugs and intoxicants would entail hardships. Immoral information that
corrupted the values and morals of the youths was not easily available. Now there is abundance of these
things. In short, destructive and corrupt avenues have become easily accessible. Means of moral
corruptions can be found in every nook and corner of the area. This new culture has distanced our
youths from education, morals and decorum.

Should we surrender before this new culture? Should we entrust our youths to it and watch their future
getting ruined as silent spectator? Or should we use our own intellect and wisdom and save our youths
from this destruction and set them on the journey towards perfection.

If there is anything that can deliver our youths from the corruption of morals, it is faith, intellect, and
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reason. And faith would be effective only when accompanied by intellect and reason. Against this
backdrop it is our duty, that we equip our youths with faith, intellect and wisdom.

Ameerul Momineen (a.s) says,

لا يستعان عل الدهرإلا بالعقل

"Nothing except intellect is helpful against the vicissitudes of time.” 1

1. Behaarul Anwaar, vol.78, pg. 7.
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