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Introduction

The battle of Harrah was a bitterly disastrous and painful event that took place in 63 A.H. (682 C.E.)
during the reign of Yaz#d b. Mu'®wiyah between the Syrian troops and the people of Medina.

In Arabic lexicon, Harrah means a rocky and rough terrain that is difficult to pass. 14

This event has been named as such because the invasion of the state army of ShisIm (Syria) took place

from the east of Medina, i.e., from the rocky region of the city.2

It has also been called “The Battle of Harrahtu Wisigim” in some historical sources since the rocky
terrains around Medina have been extensive and protracted, covering various sections of its surrounding

among which only the rocky terrains of the east side have been called “Harrahtu Wigim”.3

The historians have recorded the distance between Harrahtu WEigim and Masjid al-Nabi as to be one

mel.47

1. Ibn Manzgr, Lisgn al-‘Arab; Zubayds, Tizj al-‘Arigs, Ibn ‘Abd al-Haq Baghdgdis, Martsid al-Ittile, under Harar.

2. Ibn Qutayba, ‘Uyiin al-Akhbisr, vol. 1, p. 238; Al-Ma‘zrif, p. 240; Ibn Kathizr, Al-Nahilya, vol. 1, p. 365; Ibn Athir, Jemi*
al-Ustl, vol. 10, p. 480.

3. Samhidis, Waf’ al-Wafz’, vol. 1, p. 124; Ibn Khallikzin, Wafay(st al-A‘yisn, vol. 6, p. 276.

4. According to astronomers one mel has been calculated as three thousand dhir* (cubit = ~ 50 cm) and according to

traditionists as four thousand dhir‘ which is equal to 2 km.
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