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Introduction

In the Name of God, Most Beneficent, Most Merciful
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Know -God have mercy upon you - that God has rights incumbent upon you and that these encompass
you in every motion through which you move, every rest which you take, every way station in which you
reside, every limb which you employ, and every instrument which you use. Some of these rights are
greater than others. And the greatest of God's rights incumbent upon you is what He has made
incumbent upon you for Himself — the Blessed and the Exalted - from His rights: that which is the root of
all rights from which others branch out. Then there are those that He has made incumbent upon you in

yourself, from your crown to your foot, according to the diversity of your organs.
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He established for your sight a right incumbent upon you, and your hearing a right incumbent upon you,
and your tongue a right incumbent upon you, and your hand a right incumbent upon you, and your legs a
right incumbent upon you, and your stomach a right incumbent upon you, and your private part a right

incumbent upon you. These are the seven organs through which deeds take place.

Then the Mighty and the High established for your deeds rights incumbent upon you. Then He
established for your ritual prayer a right incumbent upon you, and your fasting a right incumbent upon
you, and your charity a right incumbent upon you, and your offering a right incumbent upon you, and
your deeds a right incumbent upon you. Then the rights extend out from you to others who have rights
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incumbent upon you.
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And the most incumbent of them incumbent upon you are the rights toward your leaders, then the rights
toward your subjects, and then the rights toward your relations of kin. And from these rights other rights
branch out. The rights of your leaders are three-fold: The one most incumbent upon you is the right of
him who trains you through authority, then the right of him who trains you through knowledge, then the

right of him who trains you through property.

And each trainer is a leader. And the rights of your subjects are three-fold: The one most incumbent
upon you is the right of those who are your subjects through authority, then the right of those who are
your subjects through knowledge - for the man of ignorance is the subject of the man of knowledge. And
then the right of those who are your subjects through property, such as wives and those owned by the
right hand.1
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And the rights of your relations of kin are multi-fold: they hold according to the degree of closeness of
the relationship. Then the most incumbent one upon you is the right of your mother, then the right of
your father, then the right of your child, then the right of your brother, then the next nearest, and then the

next nearest, and the most worthy, and then the next most worthy.

Then there is the right of your master who favors you,2 then the right of the slave, the servant whose
favors reach you,3 then the right of him who treats you kindly, then the right of your caller to prayer, then
the right of your prayer leader, then the right of your sitting companion, then the right of your neighbor,
then the right of your companion, then the right of your partner, then the right of your property, then the
right of the debtor who must pay you back, then the right of your creditor who demands his debt to be



paid back, then the right of your associate, then the right of your adversary who has a claim against you.

Then the right of your adversary against whom you have a claim, then the right of him who seeks your
advice, then the right of him whose advice you seek, then the right of him who seeks your counsel, then
the right of him whose counsel you seek, then the right of him who is older than you are, then the right of
him who is younger than you are, then the right of him who begs from you, then the right of him from
whom you beg, then the right of him who wrongs you either verbally or physically, then the right of him
who does something to make you happy either verbally or physically whether intentionally or
unintentionally, then the right of the people of your creed, then the right of those under the protection of
Islam, then the rights which are incumbent upon you according to the vicissitudes of life and the
availability of means. Therefore blessed be the one whom God helps fulfill the rights that He has made

incumbent upon him and whom He grants success therein and guides him.

1. Slaves.
2. By freeing you from slavery.

3. By the fact that you free him.
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