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The Philosophy Of Veil

Is The Women’s Veil Only In Islam?

By studying the history of prior religions, it is clear that the veil was part of other heavenly religions
before Islam and the rules were followed.

Moreover, there were some special laws to divide men and in some religions, women were prevented
from some social and economic activities.

For more explanations, we shall present instances from reliable sources.

Veil In Judaism

Waldron in his book "History of Civilizations" (translated in Farsi), Volume 12, page 30 writes about
Jewish veil and laws of Talmud, which is the main sources of Jewish jurisprudence, states:

"If a woman acted against the laws of Jewish religion, for example by visiting people without veil, knitting
cotton in public, chatting with men or her voice was as loud as at her home, then the husband had a
right to get divorce without paying her dowry."

So the veil and seclusion of the women in Jewish faith was much stricter than in Islam

Veil In Zoroastrianism

Waldron also in the same book, "History of Civilizations", volume 1, states about the laws of ancient
Iranian (Zoroastrians) and states:

"After Cyrus, the status of women declined specially in wealthy groups. Because poor women were
forced to work, they came in contact with people and thus kept their liberty. But the other women were in
seclusion. Women of upper class of society did not have the courage to go outside the house without
covering. They were not allowed to talk to men outside their homes. Married women had no right of
visiting a man."
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In remains of the figurines of ancient Iran, there are no depictions of faces or names of women.

Kant Gabion in the book “Three Years in Iran” also believes that the very strict veil of Sasanian period
remained in Iran in Islamic time. He believed that what was during Sasanian period in Iran not only the
isolation of woman but has also kept them hidden from the public.

Therefore, veil and separation between men and women from each other was common in the ancient
Iran as compared to much easier and more practical rules and moderate in Islam.

Veil In The Christianity

"Jawaharlal Nehru” the late prime minister of India believed that the veil from non-Muslim nations in
Rome and Iran entered the world of Islam. In his book "A Look at the History of the World", first volume
page 328, he praised Islamic civilization and referred to the changes that were found later and says:

"A great and unfortunate change also gradually happened. Among the Arab women, there was no veil
and coverings. The Arab women did not live apart from men in a hidden manner and were even present
in public places, went to the sermons and speeches. They even preached the people. But the Arabs also
adopted the customs of two neighbouring empires of Iran and Eastern Rome as they conquered them.
As it is quoted, it was especially the influences of Constantinople and Iranian empire, which brought
about the seclusion and separation of men and women."

From the above it is clear that the Constantinople Empire under the Romans, who were mainly Christian,
paid much attention to veil and separation between women and men.

On this basis, Georges Zeidan, a famous Christian writer says:

"If the purpose of veil is just covering the body by chaddar, scarf, mask and the like, this matter was
there before Islam and even before the Christian period. Even Christianity had not changed it and it was
common till medieval ages in Europe and the effects of it remain till today."

The Veil In Islam

As it was said, the veil in Islam is easier and more practical than in other religions because the veil of
woman is just covering of the body and the hair for more respect of women.

Islam in the meantime has recommended for women as well as men studying, being involved in social
activities and participation in the arena of the society.

Verses About Veil

Major verses related to this subject issues are in two chapters from Quran: The Light and The



Confederates.

Sura - 24 The Light

نرِهبِخُم نرِبضلْيا ۖ ونْهم را ظَهم ا نزِينَتَه دِينبي و نهوجفُر فَظْنحيو نارِهصبا نم نضغْضنَاتِ يمولْمل قُلو
وا هِنانخْوا وا هِنولَتعب نَاءبا وا هِننَائبا وا هِنولَتعب اءآب وا هِنائآب وا هِنولَتعبل ا نزِينَتَه دِينبي و ۖ وبِهِنيج َلع
الَّذِين فْلّوِ الطالِ اِجالر نم ةبرا ولرِ اغَي ينوِ التَّابِعا نانُهميا تَلا مم وا هِنائسن وا هِناتخَوا نب وا هِنانخْوا نب
هيا ايعمج هال َلوا اتُوبو ۚ هِنزِينَت نم ينخْفا يم لَمعيل هِنلجربِا نرِبضي و ۖ اءسّاتِ النروع َلوا عرظْهي لَم
الْمومنُونَ لَعلَّم تُفْلحونَ

[24:31] And say to the believing women that they should lower their gaze and guard their
modesty; that they should not display their beauty and ornaments except what (must ordinarily)
appear thereof; that they should draw their veils over their bosoms and not display their beauty
except to their husbands, their fathers, their husbands’ fathers, their sons, their husbands’ sons,
their brothers or their brothers’ sons, or their sisters’ sons, or their women, or the slaves whom
their right hands possess, or male servants free of physical needs, or small children who have no
sense of the shame of sex; and that they should not strike their feet in order to draw attention to
their hidden ornaments. And O ye believers! Turn ye all together towards Allah, that you may
attain bliss.

Sura - 33 The Confederates

نذَيوي ََف فْنرعنْ يا َندكَ اذَٰل ۚ بِيبِهِنَج نم هِنلَيع يندْني يننموالْم اءسنكَ ونَاتباجِكَ وزْو قُل ِا النَّبهيا اي ۗ
وكانَ اله غَفُورا رحيما

[33:59] O Prophet! Tell your wives and daughters, and the believing women, that they should cast
their outer garments over their persons (when abroad): that is most convenient, that they should
be known (as such) and not molested. And Allah is oft-Forgiving, most Merciful.

There is another verse where the word "Veil" is used. This is in verse 54 from chapter “The
Confederates” of Quran about the wives of the honorable Prophet of Islam:

Sura - 33 The Confederates

انْ تُبدُوا شَيىا او تُخْفُوه فَانَّ اله كانَ بِل شَء عليما

[33:54] Whether you reveal anything or conceal it, verily Allah has full knowledge of all things.



The Philosophy Of Veil

The Philosophy and motivation of veil, is to respect the status of women and provide a better protection
of their dignities.

The veil in Islam does not prevent the active presence of women in social, economic, cultural, scientific
and political lives.

Thus, the honourable Prophet of Islam had 14 centuries ago recommended women to study the human
dignities like science and knowledge abreast with men and said:

"To gain knowledge is vital for every Muslim, man and woman."
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