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The Virtue of Knowledge
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1— The Prophet (S) said, ‘When committing a sin, the knowledgeable man is guilty of the one sin
whereas the ignorant man is guilty of two [i.e. the sin itself and the sin of ignorance].[Kanz al-"Ummal,
no. 28784]
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2— The Prophet (S) said, ‘Knowledge is the root of all good whereas ignorance is the root of alll
evil.[Bihar al-Anwar, v. 77, p. 175, no. 9]
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3— The Prophet (S) said, ‘The quest for knowledge is incumbent upon every Muslim... by virtue of it the
Lord is obeyed and worshipped, consanguinal relations are maintained, and the lawful is distinguished
from the prohibited. Knowledge leads to action and action follows it. The fortunate ones are inspired by it
whereas the wretched ones are deprived of it. [Amali al-Tusi, p. 488, no. 1069]
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4— The Prophet (S) said, ‘The worthiest of people are those who have the most knowledge, and the least

of them in worth are those with the least knowledge. [Amali al-Sadug, p. 27, no. 4]
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5—- The Prophet (S) said, ‘The people who are closest to the rank of prophethood are the people of
knowledge and striving. [al-Mahajjat al-Baydha, v. 1, p. 14]
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6— The Prophet (S) said, ‘On the Day of Resurrection, the ink of the scholars will be weighed up against
the blood of the martyrs, and the ink of the scholars will preponderate over the blood of the
martyrs.’[Tafsir al-Durr al-Manthur, v. 3, no. 423]
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7— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘The fountainhead of all virtues is knowledge and the peak of all virtues is
knowledge. [Ghurar al-Hikam, no. 5234]
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8- Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘Knowledge commands, action drives, and the carnal soul is the obstinate
mount.’[Tuhaf al-"Uqul, no. 208]
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9- Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘Knowledge is the lamp of the intellect. [Ghurar al-Hikam, no. 536]
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10— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘Knowledge is indeed a good guide. [Ghurar al-Hikam, no. 837]
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11— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘Knowledge is the noblest source of repute.’[Kanz al-Fawa’ id li al-Karajiki, v.
1, p. 319]
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12— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘Knowledge is the lost property of the believer.’[‘Uyun Akhbar ar-Ridha, v. 2, p.
66, no. 295]
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13— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘Knowledge is such a dignified thing that he who is not proficient at it claims to
be so, and one is pleased for it to be attributed to him. And ignorance is such a rebuked thing that even

the one who possesses it claims to be free of it. [Munyat al-Murid, p. 110]
14 Lall Gya il 5 Y 2 (Gl aude) Ple alayl .

14— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘There is no treasure more profitable than knowledge.’[al-Kafi, v. 8, p. 19, no.
4]
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15— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘There is no source of dignity like knowledge.’ [Nahjul Balaghah, Saying 113]
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16— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘Every container becomes cramped by what is placed therein, except the

container that holds knowledge, for verily it expands because of it. [Nahjul Balaghah, Saying 205]
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17— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘When Allah wishes to repudiate someone, he deprives him of

knowledge. [Nahjul Balaghah, Saying 288]
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18— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘Knowledge is life.[Ghurar al-Hikam, no. 185]
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19— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘Verily knowledge is the life of the hearts, the light of the eyes from blindness
and the strength of the bodies against weakness.[Amali al-Saduq, p. 493, no. 1]
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20— Imam Ali (a.s.) once took Kumayl out to the desert, and when they reached the desert, he let out a
deep sigh and said, ‘O Kumayl, knowledge is better than wealth for wealth is reduced by spending
whereas knowledge causes your spendings to flourish, and any good product of wealth ceases when it
ceases to exist.[Nahjul Balaghah, Saying 147]

21 8358 pgiliel « Salll [0 Lo (sl dalally  Slial hy J1sadl o155 Wl - (3Gl aule) Fle ALey1
Bisase sl 8 gltial .

21— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘The treasurers of wealth perish during their own lifetimes, whereas the
knowledgeable ones remain alive for all time, their individual selves may pass away, but the likes of

them continue to remain in the hearts.[Nahjul Balaghah, Saying 113]
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22— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘The scholar is alive even when he is dead, whereas the ignorant man is dead

even though he may be alive.[Ghurar al-Hikam, no. 1124-1125]
245 ¥ 855 FLTAl 51 (3l 4ufe) Gulall Alayt .

23— Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said, ‘Verily the scholars are the heirs of the prophets.’[al-Kafi, v. 1, p. 32, no.
2]



The Superiority of Knowledge to Acts of Worship
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24— The Prophet (S) said, ‘A little knowledge is better than a lot of worship.’[al-Mahajjat al-Baydha, v. 1,
p. 22]
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25— The Prophet (S) said, ‘To sleep having knowledge is better than to pray in ignorance. [Munyat al-
Murid, p. 104]
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26— The Prophet (S) said, ‘Verily the knowledgeable man is superior to the [mere] worshipper as the sun
is to the stars, and the worshipper is superior to the one who does not worship as the superiority of the

moon to the stars.’[Bihar al-Anwar, v. 2, p. 19, no. 49]
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27— The Prophet (S) said, ‘An hour spent by a knowledgeable man lying on his bed thinking about his
deeds is better than seventy years spent by the worshipper performing acts of worship.’[Rawdhat al-

Wa’aizin, no. 16]
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28— The Prophet (S) said, ‘The knowledgeable man is superior to the [mere] worshipper by seventy
degrees, the distance between two degrees spanning the gallop of a horse for seventy years; and this is

because Satan plants an innovation amongst people which the knowledgeable man notices and



prohibits, whilst the worshipper attends to his worship neither taking any notice of it nor recognising
it. [Rawdhat al-Wa’aizin, no. 17]
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29— The Prophet (S) said, ‘By the One Who holds Muhammad’s soul in His Grasp! Verily one
knowledgeable man is more difficult for Satan to bear than seventy worshippers, for the worshipper

serves himself whilst the knowledgeable man serves others.’[Kanz al-’"Ummal, no. 28908]
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30— Imam al-Bagir (a.s.) said, ‘Revising knowledge for an hour is better than staying up the whole night

in worship.’[al-Ikhtisas, p. 245]
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31— Imam al-Bagqir (a.s.) said, ‘The knowledgeable man who is beneficial [to others] as a result of his

knowledge is better than seventy thousand worshippers.’[al-Da’aawat, p. 62, no. 153]

The Death of a Scholar
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32— The Prophet (S) said, ‘The death of a scholar is an affliction that cannot be compensated and a void
that cannot be filled, for he is a star that has been obliterated. The death of a whole tribe is easier to

bear than the death of a scholar.[Kanz al-’'Ummal, no. 28858]
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Looking at the Face of a Scholar is an Act of Worship
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33— The Prophet (S) said, ‘Looking at the face of a scholar out of love for him is an act of
worship.[Nawadir al-Rawandi, p. 11]
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34— Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) was once asked regarding the Prophet (S)’s saying, ‘Looking at the faces of
scholars is an act of worship’, to which he replied, ‘It refers to the scholar whom looking at reminds you

of the Hereafter, and whoever is not thus, then looking at him is a trial.[Tanbih al-Khawatir, v. 1, p. 84]

Enjoinment of Seeking Knowledge
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35— The Prophet (S) said, ‘Seek knowledge even in China, for verily to seek knowledge is an obligation
on every Muslim.’[Kanz al-"lUmmal, no. 28697]
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36— The Prophet (S) said, ‘Seeking knowledge is an obligation on every Muslim. Indeed how Allah loves

those who strive in their quest for knowledge.’[al-Kafi, v. 1, p. 30, no. 1]
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37— The Prophet (S) said, ‘He who cannot endure the submissiveness entailed in learning for an hour

will remain submissive to ignorance forever.[‘Aawali al-La’ ‘ali, v. 1, p. 285, no. 135]
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38— The Prophet (S) said, ‘There are two insatiable types of people who are never satisfied by their

quest the seeker of knowledge and the seeker after this world.'[Kanz al-’'Ummal, no. 28726]
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39— Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said, ‘If people knew [the benefits] of seeking knowledge, they would seek it in
spite of having to shed blood or dive into the deepest seas.’[al-Targhib wa al-Tarhib, v. 1, p. 97, no. 16]

The Seeker of Knowledge
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40— The Prophet (S) said, ‘The seeker of knowledge among ignorant people is as the living one among
the dead.[Kanz al-’Ummal, no. 28726]
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41— The Prophet (S) said, ‘When death comes to the seeker of knowledge whilst he is in that state [of
seeking knowledge], he dies as a martyr.[al-Targhib wa al-Tarhib, v. 1, p. 97, no. 16]
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42— The Prophet (S) said, ‘He who goes out to seek knowledge is indeed on the path of Allah until he

returns.’[Kanz al-’"Ummal, no. 28702]
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43— The Prophet (S) said, ‘He who seeks knowledge is as one who spends his day fasting and his night
praying. Verily a chapter of knowledge that a man learns is better for him than for him to have as much

gold as a mountain and give it all away in the way of Allah.’[Munyat al-Murid, p. 100]
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44— The Prophet (S) said, ‘He who goes out to seek knowledge, Allah guarantees his sustenance for
him.’[Kanz al-’"Ummal, no. 28701]
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45— The Prophet (S) said, ‘The seeker of knowledge is the seeker of mercy; the seeker of knowledge is

the pillar of Islam and is given his recompense with the prophets.’ [Kanz al-’"Ummal, no. 28729]
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46— The Prophet (S) said, ‘Verily the angels spread their wings over the seeker of knowledge and seek
forgiveness on his behalf.’[Kanz al-"'Ummal, no. 28745]
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47— The Prophet (S) said, ‘He who traverses a path in order to gain knowledge thereupon, Allah makes

him traverse the path to Paradise.[Amali al-Sadugq, p. 58, no. 9]
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48— The Prophet (S) said, ‘He who goes out to seek knowledge is himself sought after by
Paradise. [Kanz al-"'Ummal, no. 28842]
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49— The Prophet (S) said, ‘Verily everything seeks forgiveness for the seeker of knowledge, including the
fishes in the sea, the reptiles on the land, and the predators and livestock of the earth.’[Amali al-Mufid,
p. 29, no. 1]
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50— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘He who is overtaken by death whilst he is seeking knowledge, there remains

but a difference of one level between him and the Prophets. [Majma’a al-Bayan, v. 9, p. 380]



Teaching
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51— Prophet Jesus (a.s.) said, ‘He who has knowledge, acts upon what he knows and teaches it to
others is regarded as great in the greatest Kingdom [of the heavens].[Tanbih al-Khawatir, v. 1, p. 82]

£ 4w 8 g3

B2t Glay o Lole £l lag o a80lalt Yol +(alT 5l (Jis) aatt g, -

52— The Prophet (S) said, ‘The best form of charity is for a man to gain knowledge and then teach it to
his fellow brother.[Munyat al-Murid, p. 105]
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53— The Prophet (S) said, ‘Any man who has been granted knowledge by Allah but who suppresses it, in
spite of knowing it, will meet Allah, Mighty and Exalted, on the Day of Resurrection bridled with a rein of
fire.’JAmali al-Tusi, p. 377, no. 808]
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54— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘Allah does not obligate the ignorant to learn until He has obligated the
knowledgeable to teach.’[Nahjul Balaghah, Saying 478]
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55— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘Everything decreases with giving away except knowledge. [Ghurar al-Hikam,
no. 6888]
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56— Imam al-Bagqir (a.s.) said, ‘He who teaches someone a matter of guidance receives the same



reward as he who practices it, without any decrease in the latter’s reward thereof.’[Tuhaf al-’Uqul, no.
297]
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57— Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said, ‘Verily upon everything is its zakat, and the zakat of knowledge is to
teach it to those who are worthy of it.[Tuhaf al-’Uqul, no. 364]

The Virtue of the Teacher
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58— It is narrated in Tanbih al-Khawatir Allah, most High, revealed to Prophet Moses (a.s.) saying, ‘O
Moses, learn good and teach it to people, for verily | enlighten the graves of the teachers and the

learners of good, so that they never feel afraid in their resting place. [Tanbih al-Khawatir, v. 2, p. 212]
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59— The Prophet (S) said, ‘Shall | inform you who the absolutely most generous one is Allah is the
Absolutely Most Generous One, and | am the most generous of Adam’s offspring, and the most
generous from amongst you all after me is the man who has been taught knowledge and subsequently
spreads his knowledge to others. He will be raised on the Day of Resurrection as a community in
himself, and after him is the man who is generous in giving up his life for Allah, Mighty and Exalted, and
is killed for Him.’[al-Targhib wa al-Tarhiib, v. 1, p. 119, no. 5]
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60— Imam al-Bagqir (a.s.) said, ‘For the teacher of good, all the animals on the land and the fish in the
sea seek forgiveness on his behalf, as do all creatures great and small in Allah’s earth and sky.’ [Thawab

al-A’amal, p. 159, no. 1]



Gaining Knowledge for Allah and for Other than Allah
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61— The Prophet (S) said, ‘He who seeks knowledge for Allah, no sooner does he learn even a chapter
of it than it increases him in humility within himself, in humbleness in front of people, it increases his fear
of Allah and his striving in religion, and that is the one who benefits from the knowledge that he gains.
And he who seeks knowledge for this world and for status amongst people and for a favoured position
with the ruler, no sooner does he learn even a chapter of it than it only increases his arrogance within
himself, his presumptuousness with people, his self-delusion about Allah and his estrangement from
religion. That is the one who does not benefit from his knowledge, and must subsequently refrain from it
and stop furnishing proof for the case against himself in order not to feel regret and shame on the Day of
Resurrection.’[Rawzat al-Wa'’aiuin, p. 16]
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62— The Prophet (S) said, ‘He who desires knowledge in order that he may beguile people will never

even smell the fragrance of Paradise.'[Makarim al-Akhlag, v. 2, p. 364, no. 2661]
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63— The Prophet (S) said, ‘Whoever gains knowledge for the sake of anything other than Allah, most
High, should take himself a seat in the Fire.'[Kanz al-’"Ummal, no. 29035]

64, « LTl ¢ 1salill wuwaﬂhurrsub ST Lo plall Gpo 1535 (330l ) (e ALY
/L)“JJ“J'I;"S'EJ!/U“uléJéﬁlﬁﬁﬁ"})@@'@%bﬁb"ﬁ"‘LQA‘““”?‘/!IJJL“"'

64— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘Take of knowledge whatever seems good to you, but beware of seeking
knowledge for four reasons in order that you may contend with the scholars, or in order to wrangle with
foolish people, or that you may show off with it in gatherings, or in order that people may look up to you



to lead them.[al-Irshad, v. 1, p. 230]
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65— Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said, ‘He who gains knowledge for the sake of Allah, acts upon it for the sake
of Allah and teaches it for the sake of Allah is called great in the kingdom of the heavens, and it is
exclaimed about him ‘Indeed he gains knowledge for Allah, acts for Allah and teaches for Allah!’[Amali
al-Tusi, p. 167, no. 280]

Choosing a Teacher
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66— Prophet Jesus (a.s.) said, ‘Take the truth even if it be from wrongdoers, but do not take falsehood

even if it be from the righteous — be critics of speech.’[al-Mahasin, v. 1, p. 359, no. 769]
67pLall lia &y sinli iz 1o kil o o 83all « Goo plall <l 5 il At [Tin) atll g, -

67— The Prophet (S) said, ‘Knowledge is a part of religion [just as] prayer is a part of religion, so be

careful who you take this knowledge from.’[Kan z al-’"Ummal, no. 28666]
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68— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘Take wisdom from whoever brings it to you, and look at that which is being
said and do not look at who is saying it.[Ghurar al-Hikam, no. 5048]
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69— Imam al-Kazim (a.s.) said, ‘Knowledge can only be gained from a divine scholar, and recognition of
that scholar is through the intellect. [Mustadrak al-Wasa'il, v. 11, p. 258, no. 12926]



The Rights of the Student to be Observed by the Teacher
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70— The Prophet (S) said, ‘Be gentle towards those whom you teach as well to those whom you learn
from.’[Munyat al-Murid, p. 193]
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71— Imam Zayn al-Abidin (a.s.) said, ‘The right of your subjects through the knowledge you possess is
to know that Allah has made you a custodian over them on account of the knowledge He has bestowed
on you and the storehouses [of wisdom] which He has opened up for you. If you teach people well, and
do not mistreat them, nor treat them harshly, then Allah will increase His grace upon you. But if you
withhold your knowledge from people or treat them harshly when they seek knowledge from you, then it
will be Allah’s right to deprive you of knowledge and its magnificence, and to make you fall from your

place in the people’s hearts.’[‘Aawali al-La’ ‘Ali, v. 4, p. 74, no. 54]
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72— Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) with regards to Allah’s verse in the Qur'an “Do not turn your cheek
disdainfully from the people”, said, ‘That people should be equal in your eyes when it comes to
[sharing] knowledge.’ [Munyat al-Murid, p. 185]

The Rights of the Teacher to be observed by the Student
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73— The Prophet (S) said, ‘There are three types of people whose right none will deem lightly apart from
the hypocrite who manifests his hypocrisy the old person in Islam, the just leader, and the teacher of

good.’ [Kanz al-"Ummal, no. 43811]
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74— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘It is a scholar’s right upon you that you greet people in general as a whole but
single him out with your greeting, that you sit in front of him, that you do not point to him with your hand,
nor make hints against him with your eyes, nor say, ‘but x said’ in opposition to his statements, nor
backbite anyone in his presence, nor whisper secrets to others in his gathering, nor pull on his robe, nor
insist for him to continue if he is tired, nor show disinclination at the length of his speech, for verily it [i.e.
his speech] is as a palm tree from which you [should] anxiously wait for something to fall from it for
you.[Kanz al-’'Ummal, no. 29363]
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75— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘It is not part of the moral virtues of a believer that he should flatter or be

jealous except in the quest for knowledge. [Kanz al-’'Ummal, no. 29364]
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76— Imam Zayn al-Abidin (a.s.) said, ‘The right of the one who trains you in knowledge is to magnify
him, to frequent his sessions, to listen to him attentively, and to attend to him with devotion. You should
not raise your voice to him, nor answer a question that someone has asked him about something, so
that he may be the one to answer. You should not address anyone else in his session, nor backbite
anyone in his presence. You must defend him if anyone ever speaks ill of him in your presence, conceal
his faults and publicise his virtues. You should not sit in the company of his enemy, nor be hostile
towards his friend. If you fulfil this right, Allah’s angels bear witness that you frequented him and learned
from his knowledge for the sake of Allah, exalted be His Name, and not for the sake of people.’[al-
Khisal, p. 567, no. 1]



Honouring the Scholar
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77— The Prophet (S) said, ‘He who goes forth to meet the scholars has indeed come forth to meet me,
and he who visits the scholars has indeed visited me, and he who sits in the company of the scholars
has indeed sat in my company, and whoever sits in my company is as if he has sat in the company of
my Lord.[Kanz al-"Ummal, no. 28883]
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78— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘When you see a scholar, be a servant to him.’[Ghurar al-Hikam, no. 4044]

794 585 ok Lalle 535 o o230l wle) e ALY

79— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘He who shows reverence to a scholar has revered his Lord.” [Ghurar al-Hikam,
no. 8704]

Duties Incumbent on the Student
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80— al-Khizr (a.s.) said to Prophet Moses (a.s.), ‘O Moses, devote yourself exclusively to knowledge if
you want it, for verily knowledge is for the one who devotes himself exclusively to it.'[Kanz al-"Ummal,
no. 44176
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81— The Prophet (S) said, ‘Man’s intellect is incomplete until ten qualities come together in him ... that he

must never tire of seeking knowledge his whole life.'[Tanbih al-Khawatir, v. 2, p. 112]
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82— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘The student must discipline himself in his quest for knowledge, and not

become bored of learning, nor overestimate what he already knows.’[Ghurar al-Hikam, no. 6197]
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83— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘Only he who lengthens his study attains knowledge. [Ghurar al-Hikam, no.
758]
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84— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘He who gives a great deal of thought to what he learns masters his knowledge,

and comes to understand that which he could not understand before.[Ghurar al-Hikam, no. 8917]

The Virtue of the Scholars
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85— The Prophet (S) said, ‘The scholars are Allah’s trustees over His creation.’[Kanz al-"Ummal, no.
28675]
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86— The Prophet (S) said, ‘The superiority of the scholar over others is as the superiority of the prophet

over his community. [Kanz al-’'Ummal, no. 28798]
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87— The Prophet (S) said, ‘Whoever says ‘| am a knowledgeable man’ is indeed ignorant.’[Munyat al-
Murid, no. 137]
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88— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘The scholars are the governors over people. [Ghurar al-Hikam, no. 507]
894y wbidls Y5 ¢ pLall (o i ¥ oo (Ul sl il Tle SLYT

89— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘The scholar is the one who is never satiated with knowledge, and never

becomes full of it. [Ghurar al-Hikam, no. 1740]
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90- Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘The scholar is the one who never gets bored of gaining knowledge.’[Ghurar al-
Hikam, no. 1303]
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91- Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said, ‘The scholars from among our shi’aa are stationed at the opening next to
where Satan and his demons are, preventing them from coming out to the weak shi’aa and from letting

Satan and his followers gain mastery over them.’[al-lhtijaj, v. 1, p. 13, no. 7]

The Fruit of Knowledge
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92— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘The fruit of knowledge is action in accordance with it.” [Ghurar al-Hikam, no.
4624]
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93— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘The fruit of knowledge is worship. [Ghurar al-Hikam, no. 4600]
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94— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘The fruit of knowledge is sincerity of action.’[Ghurar al-Hikam, no. 4642]
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95— It is narrated in Misbah al-Shari’aa (The Lantern of the Path) that Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said, ‘Fear
[of Allah] is the legacy of knowledge, and knowledge is the ray of inner understanding and the heart of
faith. So he who is devoid of fear cannot be knowledgeable, even if he is able to split hairs with obscure
sciences.” Allah, most High, has said, “Only those of Allah’s servants having knowledge fear
Him.”[Misbah al-Shari’aa, p. 365]

The Duties Incumbent upon a Knowledgeable Man
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96— The Prophet (S) said, ‘He who acts contrary to what he knows, his immoral acts supercede his

righteous acts.’ [al-Mahasin, v. 1, p. 314, no. 621]
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97— The Prophet (S) said, ‘The one who worships without any knowledge [of his actions] is as a donkey
in a windmill. [Kanz al-’'Ummal, no. 28709]
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98- Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘He who appoints himself a leader of people must begin by teaching himself

before teaching others. And his discipline of them must be through his own example rather than through



his words. The one who teaches and disciplines himself is more worthy of esteem than the one who

teaches and disciplines people.’[Bihar al-Anwar, v. 2, p. 56, no. 33]
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99— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘It is incumbent upon the knowledgeable man to act upon what he knows, and

then to seek to learn that which he does not know.’ [Ghurar al-Hikam, no. 6196]
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100- Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘Knowledge is linked to action, so he who knows acts. And knowledge calls for
action, so if one answers [the call] it remains, and if not it departs from him.” [Nahj a-Balagha, Saying
366]
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101- Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said, ‘The knowledgeable man must not be harsh when he teaches, and must

not be disdainful when he learns.’ [Tanbih al-Khawatir, v. 1, p. 85]
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102— Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said, ‘The man who acts without any insight is as the one who travels off the
path, whom walking faster only avails to take him further away from the path.” [Amali al-Sadugq, p. 343,

no. 18]

Enjoinment of Acting upon One’s Knowledge
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103- The Prophet (S) said, ‘Advise each other with knowledge, for verily your betrayal of someone in



their knowledge is worse than your betraying him in their wealth, and very Allah will question you on the

Day of Resurrection.” [Amali al-Tusi, p. 126, no. 198]
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104— The Prophet (S) said, ‘The ambition of knowledgeable people is greater awareness, whereas the
ambition of fools is telling stories.” [Kanz al-"Ummal, no. 29337]
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105— The Prophet (S) said, ‘A group from among the dwellers of Paradise will look down upon a group
from among the inmates of Hell, saying, ‘What brought you into the Fire when we ourselves entered
Paradise by virtue of your education and instruction!” upon which they will reply, ‘Verily we used to enjoin
good but did not act upon it.” [Makarim al-Akhlag, v. 2, p. 364, no. 2661]
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106— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘Verily people abstain from gaining knowledge because of the numerous
instances they witness of the people’s lack of action in accordance with what they know.” [Ghurar al-
Hikam, no. 3895]
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107— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘The whole world is ignorance apart from the areas of knowledge, and all of
knowledge will be held punishable apart from that which is acted upon.’ [Bihar al-Anwar, v. 2, p. 29, no.
9]
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108— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘Knowledge without action is a curse, and action without knowledge is straying
in error.” [Ghurar al-Hikam, no. 1587]
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109— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, {To see] An impudent yet knowledgeable man and a religious but ignorant
man is a mortal blow to me, for the ignorant man dupes people with his religiosity whilst the

knowledgeable man drives them away through his impudence.’ [Munyat al-Murid, p. 181]
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110- Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘When you hear a report, scrutinize it with the reasoning of careful attention
and not the reasoning of the report itself, for verily the reporters of knowledge are many but those who

attend to it are few.” [Nahjul Balaghah, Saying 98]

The Severity of the Chastisement of the Knowledgeable Man
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111— The Prophet (S) said, ‘Verily the inmates of the Fire will be tormented by the stench of the

knowledgeable man who had abandoned his knowledge.’ [Bihar al-Anwar, v. 2, p. 34, no. 30]
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112— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘Those who know and those who do not know are not equal in the sight of
Allah with regards to their chastisement. Allah has caused us and you to benefit from the knowledge we
have and has made it to be reserved solely for His pleasure; verily He is all-hearing, responsive.’[al-

Irshad, v. 1, p. 230]
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113— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘A knowledgeable man’s blunder is as the destruction of a boat which itself

sinks and drowns [those aboard it].” [Bihar al-Anwar, v. 2, p. 58, no. 39]
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114— Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said, ‘Verily the ignorant man is forgiven seventy sins before the

knowledgeable man is forgiven a single one.’” [Tafsir al-Qummi, v. 2, p. 146]
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115— Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said, ‘The one amongst people to be the most severely punished will be the

knowledgeable man who has not benefited from his knowledge one bit.” [Bihar al-Anwar, v. 2, p. 37, no.

53]
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116 It is narrated in Misbah al-Shari’aa (The Lantern of the Path) Allah revealed to Prophet David (a.s.)
saying, ‘Verily the least of what | will do to a knowledgeable man who does not act upon his knowledge,

which is worse than seventy internal punishments, is that | remove the sweetness of My remembrance

from his heart.” [Misbah al-Shari’aa, p. 345]

The Scholars of Evil
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117— Prophet Jesus (a.s.) said, ‘How can one whose worldly life is dearer to him than his Hereafter be
considered among the people of knowledge, whilst he pursues his worldly life and considers that which

harms him more beloved than that which benefits him!” [Munyat al-Murid, p. 141]
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118— Prophet Jesus (a.s.) said, ‘The dinar [i.e. wealth] is religion’s affliction, and the knowledgeable man

is religion’s doctor. So when you see the doctor drawing the affliction upon himself, be suspicious of him

and know that he does not advise others well.” [al-Khisal, p. 113, no. 91]
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119— The Prophet (S) said, ‘Verily the worst of all evil are the evil scholars, and verily the best of all good

are the good scholars.” [Munyat al-Murid, p. 137]
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120- The Prophet (S) said, ‘He who does not increase in guidance in spite of an increase in his
knowledge only gets further away from Allah.” [Tanbih al-Khawatir, v. 2, p. 21]
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121— Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said, ‘Cursed, cursed indeed is the knowledgeable man who frequents an

unjust ruler, aiding him in his injustice.” [Bihar al-Anwar, v. 75, p. 381, no. 45]
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122— Imam al-"Aaskari (a.s.), in his description of evil scholars, said, ‘They cause more harm to the
weak ones from among our shi’aa than the army of Yazid did to Husayn b. Ali (a.s.) and his companions,
for they snatched away their lives and their property, whereas these evil scholars ... enter doubt and
obscurity into the weak ones from among our shi’aa and lead them astray.’ [al-Ihtijaj, v. 2, p. 512, no.

337]

The True Meaning of Knowledge
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123— The Prophet (S) said, ‘Verily knowledge is but three things a decisive verse [of the Qur’ an], an
upright obligatory act, or an established recommended act, and anything else apart from these is a

virtue.” [al-Kafi, v. 1, p. 32, no. 1]
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124— Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said, ‘Knowledge is not acquired through learning. Rather it is a light that
illuminates in the heart of one who wants Allah, Blessed and most High, to guide him. So if you want
knowledge, first seek out within yourself true servitude [to Allah], and seek knowledge according to its
use, and ask Allah to make you understand, and He will make you understand.” [Bihar al-Anwar, v. 1, p.
225, no. 17]
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125—- Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) narrated, ‘A man once came to the Prophet (S) asking, ‘O Prophet of Allah,
what is knowledge’ to which he replied, ‘Paying attention.” The man asked, ‘Then what’ He replied,
‘Listening.” He asked, ‘Then what’ The Prophet replied, ‘Learning.” The man asked, ‘Then what’ He
replied, ‘Acting upon it.” He asked, ‘Then what O Prophet of Allah’, to which he replied, ‘Spreading it.’
[al-Kafi, v. 1, p. 48, no. 4]

The Reprehensibility of Knowledge That is of No Use
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126— The Prophet (S) used to say, ‘O Allah, | seek refuge in You from knowledge that does not benefit,
from a heart that is not fearful, from a supplication that is unheard, and from a soul that is never sated.’
[Kanz al-’"Ummal, no. 3609]
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127— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘And know that there is no good in knowledge that is of no use, and that one
cannot benefit from knowledge that is not worthy of being learnt.” [Nahjul Balaghah, Letter 31]
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128— Imam al-Kazim (a.s.) narrated, ‘The Prophet (S) once entered the mosque to find a large group of
people gathered around a man, so he asked, ‘Who is this’ to which they replied, ‘A most learned scholar
(‘allama).” He then asked, ‘And what is a most learned scholar’ to which they replied, {He is] the most
knowledgeable of all people about Arab ancestry and events, and pre-Islamic history, and Arab poetry.’
So the Prophet said, ‘That is knowledge which neither harms one who remains ignorant of it nor avails

one who knows it.” [Amali al-Sadugq, p. 220, no. 13]

The Various Types of Knowledge
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129— The Prophet (S) said, ‘There are two types of knowledge the knowledge of ideologies, and the
knowledge of physical bodies.” [Bihar al-Anwar, v. 1, p. 220, no. 52]
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130- The Prophet (S) saying, ‘Knowledge is too great to be encompassed, so take the best from each

thing.” [Kanz al-Fawa’ id, v. 2, p. 31]
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131— The Prophet (S) said, ‘The best type of knowledge is that which benefits.” [Amali al-Saduq, p. 394,

no. 1]
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132— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘There are four categories of sciences juristic science for religions, medicine
for physical bodies, grammar for language, and astronomy for knowledge of the ages.’” [Bihar al-Anwar,
v. 1, p. 218, no. 42]
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133— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘The best type of knowledge is that which improves you.” [Ghurar al-Hikam,

no. 4962]
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134— Imam al-Bagir (a.s.) said, ‘Know that there is no knowledge like the quest for integrity, and there is

no integrity better than the integrity of the heart [i.e. the soul].” [Tuhaf al-’"Uqul, no. 286]

135— Imam al-Sadiq (a.s.) said, ‘If only there were whips over my companions’ heads that they may gain

an understanding of the difference between the lawful and the unlawful.’ [al-Mahasin, v. 1, p. 358, no.

765]

Mystic Knowledge
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136— The Prophet (S) said, ‘The knowledge of the hidden is one of the secrets of Allah, Mighty and
Exalted, and one of Allah’s commands which He divulges into the hearts of whom He wills from among

His servants.” [Kanz al-’Ummal, no. 28820]
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137— The Prophet (S) said, ‘If you feared Allah with the fear that He is worthy of, you would be taught

the knowledge after which no ignorance ever remains.’ [Kanz al-"'Ummal, no. 5881]
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138— Imam al-Bagqjir (a.s.) said, ‘He who acts upon what he knows is taught by Allah that which he does



not know.” [A’alam al-Din, p. 301]

The Most Knowledgeable of People
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139— The Prophet (S) said, ‘The most knowledgeable of people is he who adds other people’s
knowledge to his own.” [Amali al-Sadugq, p. 27, no. 4]
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140— The Prophet (S) was once asked, ‘| would love to be the most knowledgeable of all people’, to

which he replied, ‘Be wary of your duty to Allah and you will be the most knowledgeable of people.’
[Kanz al-’"Ummal, no. 44154]

1410 Lall Sl ol (fef s lull 4le) Lle atayl .

141— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘The most knowledgeable of people is he who is infatuated with knowledge.’
[Ghurar al-Hikam, no. 3079]

Exclusive Confinement of True Knowledge to the Household of
the Prophet (ahl al-bayt)
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142— Imam Ali (a.s.) said, ‘If you were to acquire knowledge from its source, and drink water at its
freshest, and amass good at its origin, and adopt a path at its clearest point, and adopt the path of truth
at its most proper, the paths would open themselves to you indeed and the signs would become

manifest to you.” [al-Kafi, v. 8, p. 32, no. 5]



143055 ¥) gt lale lasd o U2 s W35 o Zie ol (KA1 S o bl - QOG0 ale) Sall SLyl

22 -

143— Imam al-Bagqjir (a.s.) said to Salama b. Kuhayl and al-Hakam b. ‘Autayba, ‘Go to the east and go
to the west but you will never find true knowledge except for what comes from us, the household of the
Prophet.” [Bihar al-Anwar, v. 2, p. 92, no. 20]

Source URL: https://www.al-islam.org/mizan-al-hikmah-scale-wisdom/knowledge#comment-0
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